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Tab.1 The comparison between the traditional peasant

society and the globalized society worldviews
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Competition and (In)equality: A Case Study of the Family Restaurants in a Touristic Miao

Village in Fenghuang County of Hunan, China

FENG Xianghong
(Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminology, Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti 48197, USA)

Abstract: This article applies a “limited good” and associated “competing to remain equal” viewpoint
to an ethnographic case study of family restaurants in Longcun, a touristic Miao village in Fenghuang
County of Hunan, China. It discusses the cooperation and competition among these restaurants that
provide standard meals to tour groups, and explores peasant entrepreneurship in a tourism context and
the rationality behind their economic behaviors. The view of “limited good” sees social division of
wealth holistically, in which the accumulation of wealth for some means wealth being taken away from
others (a closed-system worldview). From the view of “limited good”, the conservativeness of peasant
society should not be attributed to the lack of rationality; rather, their conservativeness is due to the fact
that one individual’ s gain in a traditional social environment tends to be perceived as threat to
community stability.

In this tourism development context, the villagers may have outwardly adopted elements of
official “development discourse”, and desire to achieve material affluence. But the current neoliberal
development model, which is derived from an open- system worldview that emphasizes “unlimited
good” and “competing to get ahead”, advocates individual rather than collective prosperity and
deepens social inequality. It contradicts the closed- system worldview of “limited good” and
“competing to remain equal” among traditional peasant societies where social pressure based on
egalitarian morality (e.g. envy and jealousy) works as an effective mechanism to strive for not only
prosperity, but also equality.

The case of Longcun has broader implications. It helps us better understand the rationality behind
the economic behaviors of peasant entrepreneurs, thus contributing to the effectiveness of relevant rural
development projects, and it sheds light on sustainable common prosperity and equitable development.
It suggests that it might be time to consider replacing the open-system worldview of the “unlimited
good” promoted by the mainstream economists with the closed- system peasant worldview of the
“limited good”.

Keywords: touristic Miao Village; peasant entrepreneurship; limited good; competing to remain equal;
sustainable development
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