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Mechanism of Three-dimension Sensing with Fiber Gratings for
Structure Cracks Detection
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Abstract: A method using for the detection and analysis of the three-dimension strain sensing signals of
the longitudinal concrete cracks was proposed by utilizing the reflectance spectrum of fiber gratings. The
fracture model of three-dimension finite element using bottom-up method based on ANSYS was given.
The three-axis stress applied on the fiber grating under uniform and radial force was presented, the three-
axis strain function was derived on the basis of above-mentioned stress field, and the relation curve
between resonance wavelength of x-polarization, y-polarization and three-axis stress was given. The
variation of reflective spectrum of fiber grating of 10 cm length is calculated using transfer matrix method
under three-axis strain based on theoretical analysis and numerical calculation, the results show that, the
peak wavelength shifts of x-polarization and y-polarization are 10. 1 nm and 12 nm respectively under
uniform and radial force of 20N. At the same time, the reflection spectra of the fiber Bragg grating split
into two main peaks and the spectral difference of the two peaks increases linearly, and the split point
shiftes to long-wavelength, the reflectivity of shorter wavelength is higher than the long-wavelength but
the bandwidth of shorter wavelength is less than the long-wavelength when the load increases. The (Full
Width Half Maximum, FWHM) of the two splitted reflection peaks increases but the spectral peaks
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space remains unchanged almost when the length of grating increases to 15 cm under same force compared

to grating of 10 cm length. The sensitivity of the grating proposed in the paper is up to 0. 14 nm/N. The

two-dimension sensing is extended to three-dimension sensing based on single grating with the method

proposed in this paper.

Key words: Fiber gratings; Radial force; Reflection spectrum; Transfer matrix method; Three-dimension

sensing
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Fig. 1 Three-dimension finite element model of

concrete fracture
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Table 1 Property of three-dimension finite element model
Parameters of
concrete slab Values
Elastic modulus 3X10" Pa
Poisson ratio 0.2
Size 140 mm X 40 mmX20 mm
Parameters of fiber gratin
elastic modului ) 69107 Pa
Poisson ratio 0.17
Length 140 mm
Diameter 125 pm
Length 10 mm
Period 534.5 nm
Photoelastic coefficient P, =0.121,P;,=0.270
Compressive strength 1.5 GPa
Parameters of crack length 100 mm
Maximal width 0.5 mm
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finite element model after meshing
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Fig. 4 Three-axis stress of fiber grating under uniform and

radial force applied on the upper surface of concrete
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Fig.5 The relationship of three-axis stress o, .0, 0. and x-

polarization,  y-polarization = wavelength  under

uniform and radial force applied on the upper surface
of concrete( F=20N)
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Fig. 6 The reflective spectrpm of fiber grating under

concrete crack with force free
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