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The Great Opportunity for China: Move from a Pre-
modern Rural Society Directly to an Ecological Civilization
(USA)John B. Cobb, Jr.(author) Wang Wei(translator)

Abstract: The decisions China is making with respect to agriculture and rural development are cru-
cial. China’ s commitment to becoming an ecological civilization should override its commitment to rapid
modernization. The modernization of agriculture, practiced all over the world and recommended by the ex-
perts, is, quite literally, the choice of death. The ecological catastrophe is approaching. The industrialization
of agriculture expresses modern alienation from nature and moves society just the opposite direction from
ecological civilization. But wherever the move to the modern is not complete, the ideal of ecological civiliza-
tion calls for a different strategy. It would be a terrible mistake to try to destroy what is left of Confucian in-
fluence in order to complete the modernization process before moving toward an ecological civilization. Re-
newal and strengthening classical Chinese thought is far more promising. We Americans have lost the
chance to move from a pre-modern rural society directly to an ecological civilization. China’s chance to de-
velop what is still a largely traditional society directly into an ecological civilization gives it a great opportu-
nity, one that is unique to China, to lead the world. To seize this opportunity will be the choice of life. To
impose on rural China the patterns of modernity would be the choice of death. Please choose life and seize
this great unique opportunity.

Keywords: ecological civilization; agricultural civilization; industrial agriculture; postmodern agricul -

ture; postmodern civilization
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