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Abstract: In general, the Eighth Amendment of the Criminal Law of China on the one hand made
modifications for the purpose of decreasing and restricting the use of the death penalty, regulating
the crime—penalty structure and adjusting the criminal penalty system, which has made the crimi-
nal law system and the crime— penalty regulation more reasonable in formality. Those modifica-
tions in some sense accord with the worldwide trend of moderate criminal penalty and the progress
of the rule of law. On the other hand, the Amendment responds effectively both to the domestic
situation and the voices of the general public in a transformed society. It also expresses the expec-
tations of the authority and the mainstream public opinion for the functions that the criminal law
serves, and reflects the social fundamental collective moral feelings. Therefore, the promulgation
of the Amendment aroused the criticism from the academic society. They thought the criminal law
should be more rational rather than simply follow the populism.

Practically speaking, a modern society with highly complexity puts heavier burden on the
law. A so—-called legal issue may not be a pure one, yet other aspects of the social life may be
involved in it. And so does legislation. The reform on legal system always takes place after the
changes of the society and the collective living conditions. Therefore, to have an overall picture of
the Amendment, it is more effective to take a dimensional vision, not only from the legal and logi-
cal aspect, but also from legal sociology. social psychology. legal economics and other aspects.
Thus, it is possible to have a constructive reading on the said Amendment and the ideology that
governs the Criminal Law of China.

Key Words: amendment of the criminal law, public recognition, expectation for function, moral

bearing of the law, dimensional vision
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