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Abstract: “Direct Action” is a modern terminology in the area of Chinese legal history research. Ac-
cording to the common theory, “Direct Action” originated from the system of Road Drum and Lungs
Stone record in the Book of Rites of Zhou, and was institutionalized in the South & North Dynasties.
However, the problem with this common theory is that the Road Drum and Lungs Stone system in the
Book of Rites of Zhou was an administrative system, rather than a judicial system. It was in fact an
administrative mechanism for presenting memorials to the throne during Qin and Han Dynasties, as
was the system of Deng Wen Drum during the South & North Dynasties. So it should not be regarded
as a judicial system. The historical cause for the formation of this common theory was that the Book of
Rites of Zhou had become an orthodox doctrine at the end of the Western Han Dynasty. As a result,
the laws of China were standardized by the Book of Rites of Zhou. In fact, the “Direct Action” sys-
tem was established as an official legal system in the State Chu during the Warrior States Period. The
unearthed Baoshan bamboo slips of Chu have evidenced this historical fact. So the common theory that
the “Direct Action” system was institutionalized in the South & North Dynasties is incorrect.
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