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Abstract ; Promoting the substantiation of court hearing is a significant reform of the method of crimi-
nal trial and is closely related to the reform of the system, mechanisms, institutions and ideology of
administration of criminal justice. The substantiation of court hearing requires the cutting off of the
linkage between investigation and trial, so as to enable the court to examine evidence directly and ef-
fectively. China needs to limit the value of written testimony, improve the system of appearance of
witnesses in court and the procedure for the exclusion of illegally obtained evidence, establish the su-
periority of oral testimony over written testimony, and strictly examine the source of evidence. Moreo-
ver, China should improve the procedure for the production, examination and evaluation of evidence,
the rules on fact-finding in court, and the use of interpretation power of judges, so as to guarantee a
continuous and effective hearing. It should also reform the method of adjudication and increase the
percentage of verdicts made in court. Written judgments should focus on the reasoning and analysis of
the production and examination of evidence in court, rather than on the analysis of case files. The tri-
al of second instance should also be substantialized and the functions of public prosecutors at second-
instance trial should be clarified. To be adapted to the substantiation of court hearing, China should
improve the relevant supporting systems, such as improving the preparation for court hearing, further
guaranteeing the right to defense, streamlining the case management system and establishing an ac-
countability system.

Key Words: taking court proceedings as the center of judicial procedure, substantiation of court

hearing, judicial reform, judicial power
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