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Abstract ; State-ownership of natural resources means that natural resources are owned by the whole
people. This system aims to achieve public welfare and other social functions, such as making the
best use of resources, resolving social disputes, and realizing “distributive justice”. Therefore, state
ownership of natural resources shares some common characters with other types of ownership while at
the same time has its unique characteristics; it has the dual public and private law power and function
structure in both content and effect. The private-law power and functions constitute the internal regu-
lating content of state ownership of natural resources, while the public-law power and functions, such
as the legislative, managerial , supervisory and distributive powers and functions, serve to prevent the
operation of the private-law power and functions from deviating from the purpose and value system of
state ownership. To improve the power and function system of the state ownership of natural re-
sources, it is necessary to highlight the connotation, property, value and function of the state owner-
ship of natural resource and ensure that they conform to the social requirements of effectively utilizing
natural resources and upholding public welfare.

Key Words: natural resources, state ownership, functions and powers of ownership
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