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The Status and Determinants of the Chinese Elderly’ s Religious Belief

Du Peng Wang Wulin

Abstract: Using the 2010 national survey data of Chinese Women$ Social Status this articale analyses the
status and determinants of the religious belif of the eldelrly in China. Results shows that the female elderly
have a higher odds on religious belief than the male elderly. Importantly middle and old — ages are the crucial
transitional periods of the elderly’ s religious belief because the elderly experience more changes on family
and marital relationships and other challenges during this period. Further analysis indicates that the religious
propensity of the elderly are significantly affected by gender ethnicity educational level and other socioeco-
nomic factors. Policy implications are discussed focusing on improving social security and social services sys—
tems and resonably guiding the elderly on religinous belief.

Keywords: Elderly Religion Religious Belief

Authors: Du Peng is Professor Center for Population and Development Studies Renmin University of
China. Email: dupeng415@ aliyun. com; Wang Wulin is Assoicate Professor School of Public Administra—

tion Guizhou University of Finance and Economics. Email: wangwulin8201@ 163. com

* “ ( : 10@ ZH020) ”



6 65
20
( . 2010) .
2010 2014 4 239
6 . 2010 60
2092 11.78% 65 12.37% (
2014)
? 2013 60 1.32 9.7% (
2014)
N ).
( ) ( . . ) ( 2008) .
( 1994) . ( 2005) . (
2005) . ( 1996) . ( 2010)
( . 2013) .,
( . 2014) .
? ? .
2010
2010 12 1 1990
.2000 . .
NN 18 64
65 .
( PPS)
. 65 10793
10547 . 10547 65
1
1.1
. 2010
10547 1618 15.3%;
(60.8%) . (16.6%) .
/ (15.6%) .  (3.4%) . (2.8%) ( 1.



66 38
1
Table I The Religious Belief of the Elderly
/
() 269 45 253 984 55 11
(%) 16.6 2.8 15.6 60. 8 3.4 0.9 100. 0
12010 .
1.2
( 2):
2
Table 2 Patterns of Religious Belief
() (%) () (%)
143 8.8 590 36.5
539 33.3 1028  63.5
303 18.7 65 ~69 590 36.5
633 39.1 70 ~74 475 29.4
684  42.3 75 ~79 315 19.5
934 57.7 80 238 14.7
1245 77.0 747 46.1
372 23.0 871  53.9
826 511 428  26.5
455 28.1 1 ~2999 381 23.6
195 121 3000 ~ 9999 295  18.2
53 3.3 10000 ~ 19999 245 15.2
/ 61 3.8 20000 ~ 49999 179 111
18 1.7 50000 89 5.5
142 8.8 0 219 14.3
1476 91.2 1 412 27.0
66 4.1 2 376 24.6
1550  95.9 3 282 18.5
666 41.3 4 117 7.7
946 58.7 5 121 7.9
12010 .
(1) o
63.5% - 65 ~ 69

36.5%

14. 7%



(2) 23. 0%
77.0% ;
53.9% 7.8 o
(3) o
51. 1% 1.7%
(4) . 3000
50. 1% 26.5%
(5) ° 57.7%
39.1% 33.3% .
(6) 4.1%
; 41.3%
(7) 14. 3% 1 2
27.0% 24.6% 3 31.4%;,
1.3
"
32.4% ;30.2%
;24. 3% 7 13.1% ( 3)
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Table 3 Time Period When Religious Belief Occurrs
()
(%)
(268) (45) (255) (984) (55) (1618)
4.5 46.7 68.6 26.1 33.3 30.2
6.0 8.9 16.9 14.1 16.7 13.1
27.7 6.7 11.8 27.3 27.8 24.3
/ 61.8 37.8 2.7 32.6 22.2 32.4
12010
61.8% 32.6%; N
68.6% 46.7%  33.3% ( 3) 5
89.5% 59.9%
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56.7% »
( Bosworth H.B. Park K.S. etal 2003)
1.4
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64. 0% 5.6%
; 12. 7% ( 4) .
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Table 4  Participation Rate of Religious Activities
(%)
()
(268) 64.0 27.0 5.6 3.4 100.0
(45) 35.6 48.9 13.3 2.2 100.0
(255) 38.0 43.5 16.9 1.6 100.0
(984) 20.9 58.6 14.5 6.0 100.0
(55) 12.7 78.2 7.3 1.8 100.0
(1618) 30.7 51.5 13.0 4.7 100.0
12010
4 38. 0%

16.9%
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Table 5 Reasons for Religious Belief
(%)
14.2 23.6 6.2 21.0 17.6 12.4 5.1 100.0
39.0 10.4 1.3 16.9 15.6 13.0 3.9 100.0
90.9 2.6 1.5 0.7 1.8 1.5 1.1 100.0
45.7 13.9 6.4 6.9 13.4 10.2 3.6 100.0
48.2 13.3 8.4 7.2 9.6 9.6 3.6 100.0
43.9 14.7 5.7 9.5 12.9 9.7 3.7 100.0
2010
o 83.8% 63.0%
37.4% 19. 1%, N N
4.4% 19. 0% 3.5% 19.9%
2.1% 15.5% 1.4% 15. 8%
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Figure 1  Period and Reason for Religous Belief
12010
2.2
2.2.1
1
0.
~N (1 = ) N
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X> =718. 320( P <0. 001)
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6 Logistic
Table 6 Logistic Regression Analysis of the Elderly’ s Religious Belief
B S.E Wald Exp ( B)
-0.012 0. 006 3.948 0.998
(1= ) 0.411 0. 070 34.215 1. 508
(1= ) 1.336 0.088  231.67 3,805
(1= ) 0.811 0. 108 56. 053 2,249
(1= ) ~0.2185  0.060 13.176 0. 803 ™
-0. 186
-0.112 0.029 14.212 0. 894
1
0.582 0.113 26. 527 1. 790
(1= ) -0.093 0.123 0.572 0.911
0. 191 0.116 2.711 1.210
(1= ) 0.342 0.076 20.25 1.408™
0. 280 0. 085 10. 851 1.323™
0. 088 0. 020 19. 36 1.092
(1= ) 0.428 0.072 35.336 1. 534
(1= ) ~0.088 0.156 0.318 0.991
(1=) 0. 462 0.092 25.021 1.588™
-0.007 0. 009 0. 608 0.993
-3.903 0.511 0. 020
LR chi2(9) 395. 75
Prob > chi2 0. 0000
12010 o ¥ P<0.05 %*%P<0.01 ™ P<0.001,
1. 508
o 3. 805
0.803
( Gerhild B. Xander C.J. etal 2007; Stephanie L.

Brown R.M. et al. 2004) .
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