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The Evolution of Coupling Relationship between Population

Migration and Economic Growth in China

Lu Jin  Guo Zhiyi

Abstract: By employing the analytic hierarchy process method this paper analyzes changing pattern of
population migration and economic growth across China’s provinces and further assesses their coordination
characteristics in a coupling perspective. Results show that at the country region and province levels sta—
ble coupling coordination mechanisms exist between population migration and economic growth but the cou—
pling levels are not high which are decreasing from East to West. Meanwhile there appears to be some ap—
propriateness between migration and economic growth. However coupling levels are declining at all regions
which means that with the advancing transformation of development pattern economic growth will be in-
creasingly driven by migration of high — quality human capital labour.
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Figure 1 Theoretical Analysis of System Coupling Mechanism
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Table 1 Index System of Population Migration and Economic Growth
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Table 2 Judgment Matrix of Population Migration Index Table 3 Judgment Matrix of Economic Growth Index
Y11 X1z 13 Y Y12 Y13
X 0 1 1 Y 0 -1 -1
Xy -1 0 -1 Y12 1 0 1
X3 -1 1 0 Y13 1 -1 0
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Table 4  Provincial Population Migration and Economic Growth Index

2000 2003 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2000 2003 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

0.45 0.52 0.64 0.60 0.51 0.51 0.51 0.53 0.21 0.26 0.37 0.41 0.47 0.42 0.49 0.38
0.35 0.42 0.37 0.40 0.43 0.37 0.39 0.39 0.18 0.30 0.35 0.37 0.41 0.49 0.53 0.38
0.49 0.61 0.59 0.57 0.60 0.64 0.56 0.58 0.28 0.37 0.40 0.45 0.54 0.50 0.52 0.44
0.34 0.33 0.32 0.34 0.36 0.36 0.34 0.34 0.14 0.21 0.29 0.31 0.33 0.32 0.33 0.28
0.32 0.33 0.32 0.34 0.34 0.33 0.32 0.33 0.20 0.31 0.41 0.45 0.49 0.52 0.56 0.42
0.34 0.36 0.35 0.37 0.35 0.33 0.33 0.35 0.21 0.32 0.42 0.47 0.53 0.55 0.61 0.44
0.32 0.32 0.34 0.35 0.36 0.37 0.37 0.35 0.20 0.32 0.36 0.42 0.48 0.44 0.45 0.38
0.30 0.31 0.31 0.33 0.34 0.33 0.32 0.32 0.15 0.22 0.24 0.32 0.36 0.35 0.37 0.29
0.37 0.36 0.40 0.45 0.43 0.38 0.39 0.40 0.23 0.34 0.44 0.50 0.57 0.54 0.58 0.46
0.35 0.35 0.34 0.34 0.34 0.34 0.33 0.34 0.09 0.13 0.14 0.19 0.24 0.16 0.20 0.16
0.36 0.39 0.40 0.41 0.41 0.40 0.39 0.39 0.19 0.28 0.34 0.39 0.44 0.43 0.46 0.36
0.35 0.33 0.34 0.37 0.36 0.35 0.35 0.35 0.15 0.22 0.27 0.32 0.36 0.38 0.41 0.30
0.32 0.33 0.30 0.31 0.31 0.31 0.30 0.31 0.11 0.14 0.20 0.27 0.31 0.34 0.32 0.24
0.37 0.27 0.29 0.31 0.31 0.29 0.30 0.31 0.11 0.17 0.21 0.24 0.25 0.27 0.27 0.22
0.35 0.31 0.31 0.33 0.33 0.32 0.32 0.32 0.12 0.18 0.23 0.28 0.31 0.33 0.33 0.25
0.36 0.36 0.39 0.40 0.36 0.37 0.37 0.37 0.13 0.18 0.29 0.32 0.36 0.36 0.35 0.28
0.36 0.33 0.31 0.35 0.39 0.36 0.34 0.35 0.07 0.20 0.21 0.21 0.28 0.19 0.15 0.19
0.33 0.33 0.32 0.40 0.34 0.33 0.35 0.34 0.11 0.14 0.21 0.23 0.30 0.30 0.34 0.23
0.33 0.34 0.35 0.35 0.32 0.31 0.31 0.33 0.13 0.15 0.22 0.26 0.31 0.32 0.35 0.25
0.34 0.34 0.33 0.35 0.35 0.33 0.32 0.34 0.09 0.12 0.19 0.22 0.26 0.26 0.28 0.20
0.33 0.34 0.33 0.34 0.32 0.32 0.32 0.33 0.08 0.18 0.20 0.20 0.23 0.24 0.27 0.20
0.34 0.34 0.34 0.37 0.35 0.34 0.34 0.35 0.10 0.16 0.22 0.24 0.29 0.28 0.29 0.23
0.34 0.35 0.35 0.35 0.36 0.34 0.34 0.35 0.11 0.18 0.23 0.25 0.30 0.24 0.35 0.24
0.33 0.36 0.35 0.33 0.32 0.40 0.33 0.35 0.09 0.15 0.18 0.20 0.28 0.27 0.32 0.21
0.36 0.35 0.32 0.35 0.35 0.34 0.34 0.34 0.07 0.11 0.14 0.15 0.20 0.15 0.18 0.14
0.33 0.33 0.34 0.32 0.32 0.32 0.32 0.33 0.06 0.10 0.12 0.18 0.21 0.20 0.23 0.16
0.32 0.31 0.32 0.35 0.35 0.34 0.32 0.33 0.06 0.13 0.21 0.23 0.27 0.25 0.28 0.20
0.39 0.36 0.36 0.40 0.37 0.38 0.44 0.39 0.09 0.15 0.16 0.18 0.20 0.14 0.19 0.16
0.40 0.38 0.35 0.34 0.36 0.34 0.35 0.36 0.09 0.14 0.20 0.22 0.27 0.31 0.30 0.22
0.36 0.30 0.3 0.31 0.38 0.35 0.32 0.33 0.08 0.11 0.16 0.16 0.19 0.16 0.17 0.15
0.33 0.32 0.34 0.35 0.39 0.39 0.42 0.36 0.08 0.15 0.16 0.17 0.19 0.21 0.17 0.16
0.45 0.39 0.23 0.39 0.40 0.36 0.33 0.36 0.10 0.15 0.14 0.18 0.20 0.20 0.22 0.17
0.38 0.40 0.45 0.40 0.43 0.38 0.37 0.40 0.09 0.15 0.17 0.19 0.22 0.22 0.17 0.17
0.34 0.33 0.29 0.36 0.36 0.33 0.32 0.33 0.11 0.26 0.43 0.36 0.40 0.41 0.46 0.35
0.36 0.35 0.33 0.35 0.37 0.36 0.35 0.35 0.09 0.15 0.19 0.21 0.24 0.23 0.25 0.19
0.35 0.35 0.34 0.36 0.37 0.36 0.35 0.36 0.13 0.20 0.25 0.28 0.32 0.31 0.34 0.26
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Figure 2 Spatial Distribution of Provincial Economic Growth Index
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Figure 3 Spatial Distribution of Provincial Population Migration Index
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Table 5  Criteria and Types of Coupling Degree
( ) ( )
D D
0.00 ~0.09 0.50 ~0.59
0.10~0.19 0. 60 ~0. 69
0.20 ~0.29 0.70 ~0.79
0.30 ~0.39 0.80 ~0.89
0.40 ~0.49 0.90 ~1.00
2013;9
2008 2000 ~ 009
0.36 0.56
o 2008
0.47.0.37.0.33.0.29 0.63.0.57.0.55.0. 51 34% 54% 67% 16% o
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Table 6  Provincial Coupling Degree of Population Migration and Economic Growth China 2000 —2009
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
0.50 0.53 0.52 0.55 0.63 0.66 0.69 0.70 0.68 0.71 0.62
0.47 0.49 0.52 0.58 0.59 0.60 0.62 0.65 0.64 0.66 0.58
0.57 0.58 0.61 0.65 0.72 0.68 0.71 0.75 0.75 0.73 0.68
0.41 0.40 0.44 0.50 0.53 0.55 0.57 0.59 0.58 0.58 0.52
0.48 0.49 0.52 0.56 0.59 0.60 0.62 0.62 0.62 0.62 0.57
0.50 0.50 0.54 0.58 0.60 0.61 0.64 0.63 0.62 0.63 0.59
0.49 0.49 0.53 0.57 0.59 0.59 0.62 0.64 0.63 0.63 0.58
0.42 0.42 0.46 0.50 0.52 0.52 0.57 0.59 0.58 0.58 0.52
0.52 0.51 0.55 0.59 0.61 0.65 069 069 0.66 0.67 0.6l
0.30 0.31 0.34 0.33 0.39 0.40 0.47 0.52 0.44 0.49 0.40
0.47 0.47 0.50 0.55 0.58 0.59 0.62 0.64 0.62 0.63 0.57
0.41 0.43 0.46 0.50 0.53 0.54 0.58 0.60 0.60 0.61 0.53
0.35 0.36 0.33 0.41 0.47 0.48 0.54 0.56 0.57 0.56 0.47
0.35 0.40 0.43 0.44 0.50 0.49 0.51 0.53 0.53 0.53 0.47
0.37 0.40 0.42 0.45 0.50 0.50 0.54 0.56 0.57 0.57 0.49
0.39 0.39 0.42 0.47 0.55 0.57 0.59 0.60 0.60 0.60 0.52
0.26 0.30 0.42 0.48 0.50 0.49 0.50 0.56 0.48 0.42 0.44
0.36  0.37 0.383 0.41 0.48 0.49 0.52 0.56 0.56 0.59 0.47
0.39 0.40 0.40 0.42 0.48 0.51 0.54 0.5 0.56 0.57 0.48
0.31 0.33 0.36 0.33 0.48 0.47 0.51 0.54 0.54 0.55 0.45
0.28 0.32 0.39 0.47 0.48 0.49 0.49 0.51 0.52 0.54 0.45
0.33 0.35 0.40 0.44 0.50 0.50 0.53 0.56 0.54 0.55 0.47
0.36 0.38 0.43 0.47 0.50 0.51 0.54 0.57 0.52 0.59 0.49
0.30 0.32 0.383 0.43 0.46 0.46 0.48 0.54 0.56 0.57 0.45
0.26 0.28 0.29 0.34 0.40 0.41 0.42 0.48 0.42 0.46 0.38
0.24 0.21 0.30 0.33 0.43 0.37 0.47 0.49 0.48 0.51 0.38
0.24 0.30 0.39 0.39 0.45 0.49 0.51 0.5 0.53 0.55 0.44
0.29 0.42 0.43 0.41 0.42 0.43 0.47 0.49 0.40 0.47 0.42
0.30 0.32 0.36 0.40 0.47 0.48 0.50 0.55 0.57 0.57 0.45
0.28 0.32 0.32 0.36 0.39 0.43 0.44 0.47 0.43 0.44 0.39
0.29 0.41 0.42 0.42 0.43 0.44 0.45 0.47 0.50 0.45 0.43
0.30 0.33 0.35 0.41 0.38 0.41 0.46 0.48 0.49 0.50 0.41
0.30 0.29 0.30 0.41 0.44 0.45 0.47 0.51 0.51 0.44 0.41
0.35 0.35 0.44 0.53 0.56 0.57 0.60 0.61 0.60 0.61 0.52
0.29 0.33 0.37 0.41 0.44 0.45 0.48 0.52 0.50 0.51 0.43
0.36 0.39 0.42 0.46 0.50 0.51 0.54 0.57 0.5 0.56 0.49

4 o
2008 2009 24 11 o 2000 ~2009
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Table 7 Index and Coupling Degree Category

=0.26 =0. 36 >0.49
=0.26 <0.36 >0.49
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Figure 5 National and Four Regional Coupling Situation Fitting Curve
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Figure 6  Fitting Curve of the East Area
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Figure 7  Fitting Curve of the Northeast Area
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Figure 8  Fitting Curve of the Middle Area
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Figure 9  Fitting Curve of the West Area
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( Beil & Weil 1998; Acemoglu & Zilibotti 2001) .
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Figer 10  Suitability Analysis of Population Migration and Economic Growth
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Table 8 Mean Deviation of the Two Indexes of the Selected Provinces
0.53 0.38 0.15
0.58 0.44 0.14
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