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Mental Health of Peasant Workers:
An Intergenerational Perspective

Liang Hong

Abstract : Drawing upon data from the 2010 Sample Survey of the Research of Theory and Practice of
Peasant Workers’ Rghts and Interests Protection conducted in Pearl Rver Delta and Yangtze Rver Del-
ta this paper examines patterns and determinants of mental health of peasant workers in the context of
intergenerational difference focusing on the impact of intergenerational difference on mental health of
peasant workers by comparing the new generation with the old generation migrant workers. Results
suggest that the impact of intergenerational difference on mental health of peasant workers involves ma—
jor cohort effect in addition to age effect. Factors inside and outside workplace and social psychology
have significant effect on the mental health of peasant workers which are apparently different between
the new and the old generation migrant workers. Life course and cohort effect perspectives are funda-
mentally important to deal with issues related to the new generation migrant workers for their integration
into the cities.
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Figure 1 Research Framework for the Effect of the Mental Health Status of Peasant

Workers from the Perspective of Intergenerational Difference

®

SEE A Jd R

& 4 A A A ;T]

i L) BRARE 4
KIm £ 7 #h
iy

AR TR A E ;Ei%

& G RAA %

HeCHEE "




91

2010
”» ( 113 ®”)

3.1
GHQA2

. (alpha) 0. 7435
0.7331  0.7567.
N N N 4.3.2.1

3.2

1980 . (
« ”) 1980 1

“ » o«
( ) >

» o« » 2011 2

”»



92 38
€)) :
..o, \ 2, ‘ (¢
“ ") 1o
1
Table 1 Descriptive Statistics of Variables
(%) (%) (%)
49. 85 61.12 54.50
5.36 7.20 6.12
31.04 32.12 31.49
40. 94 39.53 40. 35
22.66 21. 16 22.04
67.52 67.88 67.67
41.54 44.04 47.49
58. 46 55.96 52.51
41.01 73.25 54.32
58.99 26.75 45.68
16. 54 19. 44 17.74
54.83 56.28 55.43
23.72 17.22 21.24
4.91 6.55 5.59
37.54 42.00 39.38
41.84 38.56 40. 49
20. 62 19. 44 20.13
22.51 26.21 24.04
74. 62 71.43 73.30
57.25 66. 38 61.02
20. 54 38. 88 28.12
52. 64 42.75 48. 56
26. 81 18. 37 23.33
- - 58.71
- - 41.29
( ) ( ) ( )
— 20.15(2.78)  20.84(2.68) 20.61(2.75)
) — 23.49(3.59)  38.99(6.28) 29. 89(9.06)
) — 5.13(3.49) 12.55(6.78) 8.19(6.28)
) — 10. 11(2.73) 8.20(2.55) 9.32(2.81)
( ) — 7.51(0.34) 7.53(0.40) 7.52(0.37)
( ) — 6.72(0.54) 6.55(0.56) 6.65(0.55)
— 5.95(0.79) 6.17(0.79) 6. 04(0. 80)
— 8.55(6.27) 9.37(6.96) 8.89(6.58)
— 25.46(7.92)  27.59(7.79) 26.34(7.94)
) “ ” o
@) N ( ). N N 5 8 11 .12
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Table 2 Differences in Mental Health Status of Peasant Workers Between the Two Cohorts %

55.49 29.17 13.49 1.85 100 2379
58.58 29. 86 10. 14 1.42 100 1765 12.45™
56. 81 29. 46 12. 07 1.67 100 4144
29. 06 46. 33 21. 88 2.73 100 2381
36. 37 44. 25 16. 60 2.78 100 1765 32.20™
32.18 45.44 19. 63 2.75 100 4146
54. 14 36. 39 8.41 1.05 100 2377
57.23 36.79 5.13 0.85 100 1756 17.76°
55. 46 36. 56 7.02 0.97 100 4133
44. 96 42.18 11.13 1.73 100 2371
52.87 37.92 7.85 1.36 100 1759 29. 69
48.33 40. 36 9.73 1.57 100 4130
71.52 23.05 4.42 1.01 100 2377
73.28 32.20 2.72 0. 80 100 1763 8.83"
72.27 23.12 3.70 0.91 100 4140
79. 68 17.13 2. 64 0.55 100 2382
75.88 21.40 1.82 0.91 100 1762 16. 557
78. 06 18. 94 2.29 0.70 100 4144
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) (
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Table 3~ Multiple Linear Regression Analysis of the Mental Health Status of Peasant Workers
1 2 3 4
‘) 0.24" 0.11 0.19 0.11 0.21 0.11 0.21 0.11
0.12™ 0.04
-0.002* 0.001
-0.03 0.02 -0.03 0.02 -0.03 0.02 -0.02 0.02
b
0.69™ 0.24  0.697 0.24 0.70"™ 0.24  0.70™ 0.24
1.18™  0.23 1.20™ 0.23 1.20™ 0.23 1.20™ 0.23
1.44™*  0.25 1.477* 0.25 1.46™* 0.25 1.44™ 0.25
°C ) -0.20 0.11 -0.24" 011 -0.20 0.11 -0.18 0.11
¢ ) 0.004 0.12 -0.01 0.12 -0.01 0.12 -0.02 0.12
-0.31" 0.1  -0.29" 0.10 -0.29" 0.10 -0.04 0.15
°( ) —0.41™ 0.11 -0.30" 0.12 -0.36™ 0.12 -0.40" 0.19
fa
0.25 0.15 0.23 0.15 0.26 0.15 -0.08 0.22
-0.05 0.17 -0.05 0.17 -0.04 0.17 -0.33 0.28
0.43 0.26  0.43 0.26 0.44  0.26 -0.37 0.38
£
0.12 0.13 0. 09 0.13 0.11 0.13 0. 06 0.19
0.24 0.15 0.25 0.15 0.23 0.15 0.25 0.23
"( ) -0.001 0.14 -0.04 0.14 -0.01 0.14 -0.22 0.21
{ED) 0.15 0.13 0.11 0.13 0.15 0.13 0.10 0.2
-0.16" 0.07 -0.15" 0.07 -0.16" 0.07 -0.03 0.11
IED) 0.63™ 0.11 0.61™ 0.11 0.61™ 0.11 0.67" 0.18
-0.10™ 0.01 -0.10™ 0.0l -0.10™ 0.0l -0.07" 0.0l
0.02*  0.01 0.02™ 0.0l 0.02* 0.01 0.05™ 0.01
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3
1 2 3 4
k.
0.26" 0.13  0.29" 0.13  0.29 0.13  0.39° 0.19
0.02 0.15 0.04 0.15 0.04 0.15 0.16 0.23
( ) -0.20 0.12
-0.45" 0.2
: ( ) -0.04 0.24
( ~
-1.52%  0.52
( )
( ) -0.86 0.47
( ) -0.97" 0.53
( ) -
( ) 3.90  1.25
( ) 3.97"  1.25
( ) 3.84™  1.24
) -0.39 0.27
) -
. - ~
( 0. 10 0.26
. -0.24" 0.15
) _

) -0.10 0.23
~0.05™  0.02
-0.05™ 0.01
. : ) ~

( -0.17 0.26
( -0.19 0.31
20.17"  0.64 18.18™ 0.90 20.27™ 0.65 18.94** 0.95
F 20. 06 20. 72 21.24% 13.777
(%) 17. 64 18.01 17.74 18. 87
(%) 16. 84 17. 14 16.91 17.50
2289 2289 2289 2289
:(Da “ ” :b. “ ” e
“ ” ; d “ ” ; e. “ ” ;f “
b ; g [ b : h “ ” ; i. “
” ,j. “ » ;k. “ kil (2)
. (3)* P<0.05 *x P <0.01 ook P <0.001.
(@ u_ »” N
4.2.2
( 3 2).
(
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Table 4  Multiple Linear Regression Analysis of the Mental Health Status of

Peasant Workers of the Two Cohorts

1 2 3 4
‘) 0.38 0.15 0.40™ 0.14 -0.09 0.18 -0.16  0.18
0.05° 0.02 -0.03" 0.01
0.05" 0.02 0.01 0.01
-0.001 0.03 0.02 0.03 -0.06 0.04 -0.05 0.04
b.
0.47 0.33 0.46 0.33 1.01™ 0.34 0.99™ 0.34
0.99™ 0.32 0.98™ 0.32 1.46™ 0.34 1.437 0.34
1.34™ 0.34 1.32" 0.34 1.55™* 0.36 1.52™ 0.36
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4
1 2 3 4
‘() ~0.33° 0.15 -0.39° 0.16 -0.04 0.18 -0.06 0.19
‘l( -0.14 0.16 -0.15 0.16 0.13 0.18 0.14 0.18
—0.48™ 0.14 -0.47" 0.14 -0.09 0.15 -0.07 0.15
“( ) ~0.33° 0.15 -0.32° 0.15 -0.26 0.20 -0.26 0.20
'
0.58™ 0.20 0.58™ 0.20 -0.16 0.22 -0.09 0.22
0.23 0.22 0.23 0.22 -0.39 0.28 -0.32 0.28
1.14™ 0.36 1.14™ 0.36 -0.43 0.38 -0.42 0.38
g
0.02 0.17 0.01 0.17 0.13 0.19 0. 15 0.19
0.10 0. 20 0.10 0.20 0.40 0.23 0.33 0.23
h( ) 0.12 0.18 0.11 0.18 -0.21 0.21 -0.21 0.21
i( ) 0.16 0.17 0.15 0.17 0.09 0.20 0.12 0.20
-0.26™ 0.10 -0.26" 0.10 -0.01 0.11 -0.03 0.11
i) 0.57" 0.15  0.58™ 0.15 0.65™ 0. 18 0.65™* 0. 18
-0.13™ 0.01 -0.12™ 0.01 -0.07™ 0.01 -0.07™ 0.01
0.004 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.05™ 0.01 0.05™ 0.01
b
0.24 0.19 0.22 0.19 .377 0.18 .39°  0.18
-0.01 0.21 -0.03 0.21 .16 0.23 19 0.23
19.93™ 0.96 20. 60 0.85 20.02™ 1.13 18.79 1.01
F 14. 44 14. 45 8.89 ™ 8.65™
(%) 20. 16 20. 18 18.08 17. 69
(%) 18.76 18.78 16. 05 15. 64
1339 1339 950 950
:(Da. “ ooy “« e
“ 7 5d. “ 7 se. “ 7. “
g R “ 5 “
75 “ 75k “ 7 (2) R
. (3)* P <0.05 s P <0.01 ook P<

0.001. (4)
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