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Abstract This paper investigates the effects of the mass media on the divorce rate in China based
on contract theory. We incorporate the widely identified factors influencing the stability of marriage into a
single model and specify four main mechanisms through which the mass media may take into effect;
that is, through widening the difference between expected uiility and real utility of marriage, through
changing the allocation of leisure time of the couple and especially through reducing the input of mar-
riage specific capital ,through reducing the (expected) divorce cost,and through weakening the discipli-
nary function of custom and social norms. Based on the panel data in 1998—2011 from 31 provinces in
the mainland of China,the econometric regressions confirm the significantly positive effect of the mass
media on the divorce rate in recent China. The results are robust after controlling for factors including the
migration rate and education.
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1) B HERERNE,FIRTRELERRE, ML, ARAKEESH T ARKBE, PFREH, A
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Figure 1 National Crude Divorce Rate,1990 —2012
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BR,BEEROWER B TREND L, S—HFENARTG LW ITENS - LITARKEN A
FEIES), 3 BT R TR AR A B BB A X M s B K. ZEMERY |, Becker and Landes
et al. (1977) B T — MR B EDESITIFHMR S HEMEE, HRRETEMEBURER, ML
H, RPN T RSN, REFELEERE, MEEBARBRESER, aHEAEES
FTARKREAT, IF BRFX T HTHE T ARAR TR SIPLIBEE . ERERD, M1 AFREK R
IR 5 ERRE AT B HE AR ES , 18t B R R (R R B A T S8R IR 1) A 0%, (BB 5 S S TUSA K
FAFSE BRI R 22 IE. 8] R BK o

¥t Becker ) TERLRY b, FMFEH—F KR T IBHEFF#, AN, Manser and Brown (1980)
W, BAR Becker HIEIRE & FER KM T B M T2, (B2 H B P AR 803 A ek PR AR R
i, PRSI ZE U 5 SR IE B E B 2 Bt R M A R B Bl B SRR, BERENMERK
FAREAAER B, B4 RS — B3R R85 B R BEAT AU AE R KRy, R ohe it AT 1% T SR A LA
W R T MEA [ R R, SHEIEAT AT TR . ZEMGEERE |, Peters (1986) #—0 R IR
AT MERR A KARY, XM RANA B CERERY AFET KRRERASES, &
AL RIS AT , ST BIIE M 80 (8 7= B9 A D 15 BB I B 7= W T 7 B0 B A, 1
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X F i EXAE MR RS RS KETH# R 5T A B A B W& A R
REEZIEANFEB TREFBFENE IR AERNENPERARK. BEBEERENER
TS5 AL S RTE R AR R R TS , SR R Hb PR AK 7 38 2[5 a A% 15 10 vp A 18 85 B 08 .0 AR
AFAE S, I T IBEM AR E M

(2) B B A S LB A mE . RETRAM, MM &SR By BERRER EXRF
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(4) BARB B E B RA . KA RER T 7 LUE S B SBE S MEMAR BBt
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He, SEA R RF— B (J B8 ,2011 ;88 12,2006 ; # &2 2L M 3CH& ,2002 ) , 4 SR A 1000%0 x
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B media, 2|, A SCR AR, —REBKME &, R AHEMEG (O EERMNE R BRI ST
WE) FEEMRECBRUCBAOER)" B2, FHXNRECEE THEERMEFR PO
(CNNIC) AR5 1 ~30 (P EEBMS X BRAGEHHE) (FXEKRE O, 2R “WERE
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JE WA 975 E M ( Becker and Landes et al. ,1977) o BRULZSM, BE KV HRBE A BBERKEIT S
PR A0 AR FRR 3 IR FEXU5 704 1 IR RS R AR AR AR A AR JE A B 15, B i
AR TBENEE, A, BEKFHRE R EEREN G BAERAM AR MER
TEIRIATI 3 B F LRI BE ) , WS A 15 ST BUE B BB e, AT RIS AR E . EA
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SRR BAER B MR P RS ED o T REIUFHIFT SIRKN = , HIEEA X
SHATIRE , N A S S AR R X R I SE 9 B (B (Shore,2010) , Eliason(2012) R 3R, ZHFE H 0 Kk
% BERGSER, ACRABRMRIERLRREFXFHER. BRRERAEEITTEBH AR
HERKBICRL R, ok KPR R TRA R EIOR G, (B 2 0] OB IA Y , KIEAn fE e Rk
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b A0 P A), SRR A HEMEA (PR ARSAME2EIETA ORI X—
TROEMEAEE. —HH, BENIT WA ZEXMERNRE ZXREE, 2RIHBAR SR
K Becker Frisl AUSEIEM AU I IE RIBEXT " $948 , FEMR ISR R E 1. BRI LT NS 5REEH
AR E R L, IR AR L5, WA W AN R EE AR FHBAKEMRER. A%
REAR LTS, RARRAR 2, EaEREE, HEBRN A SRFBENBHIMAZ
B2 BE /D X B IR A R R T RE S I B R, B — i, ek i LR RS A H Lk,
BT T SRR REE RSB RL, EABERRAN T ER RI#HTREERE
FHEA, AT #EIERARRE o

HEEANOBEBE (T, A TARHTHR ZM, LIk B AEFH(PEARS
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BT B, 34 () A 0 B 1] PR X B SB SR SR AL 2 57, R ma B IR & BT B B35 R 2
3 S AL PR S Rk aR . T E, REMEFFSIMBIEER K HREE RFERBANEE,
X PR LB SR E AL F TR AR R o LS, KB H SIS S 5 Sh i RSB A 16 i
KRB E FURIMASET T8 F IR A R (HRE,2010) . &5, KREADEBESBR
A DB RIE RS, I RIS R, MR BRI R4, S B, READHSISRERAESA
B,

PR B, B R B AR S P ARFEME BT ETA DS REN) . WA LMEZ—rE
RSBEBET S LHTEINE LW 1B, A O il & 5 1 o T RE R S BT
7, i BER BIE M, S BOA B A — A e A BT AT R I R RE Y, B
R, ERAANBRLEENRE. SHEN, KEFIEBUNFLE, EERATHET LK
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Hfr EF EGBIRT EE S EE T ER USSR, RBBENREL. B, M5 X B iER K
HRAAHE

FERADO S, FEk A MMEFER(FEARKMELEIBETADSEITER). TAa™iR
HWRAOHREBRR, AR AR LS 553071 2 89 lb 1 2R L4455 30 71 0 3 89 Atk s AR B
AR RWBLWHLRE. SHEN, RELENER—HIRE S THE, A& ERERT
REPT A AR BB R H TS 1, S BUSRIATRRE ; Lot Tolb fed BT H# R M £ 15
T REY B, BRI X LR A 76 BT , ISR R A R

BT RBKF. AXLUIANYEL CDP FRAH ML K BKF, 4 X GDP A DEEF GDP 45
ook B THREG(PERIHEE) . RFFRREGHMEHSEHNEE, TS THRILERE
Gt EARBIROR H ZRBE R A R e B AR AT T T LA el T S8 3L, ORI T S AR B3 A TR ) AR T S
Z55; SR, KER B FNERESIEERER B T, BEREEE, SR REHFEERR
HHIBHET AERANBAKFHRR, TR RSENERE. A, ERERAKTFER SRR
FRIS IR B A1 R A A TE SR 22 BE , N & SR IS RIS FC R U7 BB AR $E B KR8 T IL B AR A, #E
RSN EE TR, RRAF BENRERE. Hit, X—FBHPHBENHERN.
4 FHRER

FATE SR P B e RN A BEALSSR R BT ] U, 383 Hausman 45 3030 34 W28 F (81 58 R AR B
(FE) BRBEYIAEE (RE) o A HE, BRATELS H TIRS OLS HIRMER . SHRIE, ik
SERIRAT B ShASYE , fa LA B IE R X A BRI R N, I S A 4k R AT RE R D g e A R R T R B LK
M RRGNENE RS, BT — P ERARGES LEMHTH (SYS-GMM) f 2531 SCRE 431 (DIF-
GMM) PiFh I IR B AR ARE X ISR, HBRS SEMA T TRERA R EE R E K
IEH, BA & Sargan i EIRFARKEREE T AL BH M, Arellano-Bond A XK 7 HEK T
—BrZS T BREEVLREZTF BRI, RITEEIEROEE —BENEBRER A
ERIEREAN TR RARKHE 2 PENTARR, TRAASRILEK L, NiE—PREBEIR
AR, AR RBRT RN, 26 T XN TS SEMMNHFT OFEFRHTTHR, 57
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F14HHT 1998 ~2011 4 31 NME G PEERER EIEER, LHRR (1) Z(S) BHAREE
IR EBRME REG R (6) B9 WARERERN P HERAAR, FSERERFRIIEE
T et E] B AR B, DA ELIR P R AR AR AL P Hausman #5605 FAREYUARUN B B A7 5, T LA P
BRI BOA B AR Hausman B 105 B3 B R BN RV EA 3, (EETA AR BoR KA L1
SEBREEIEMR, X—RRIEETE, BE T RATRIN HR S T B 2200 LSRR
BT BEER . FEshAmAR EIRA P& BAXEE T TARBABEM B FII TR, X
AT RE—BN, SREP IR AARERNARERNE NS, SRER, BRRGEA
BERTROBBRERNRBADE (BREEMAAER (7) MEEYSRRE (8) RE T AR
BEYSEBREEEMER. T UEBTRERO)E#—PELTX— R,

REBEGERBHERIR 2, HE) ZO)RALRMNERRZERBAREHE, HE(4) Z(6)
RABEERFEFHFAEMNAA R (K) HRAREE. ZRERN, FEH(4) 5, FEELKE
RERYBARREESHBEREEEMRX, ETREEHAMHBREAFEMEYN, MHEEL LR
H&H GBI G REFERER LR, ARBITAAX T ERERTE 10% BEEKFLE
# EHFARERAXTES R, HGETRH, 2REEFASCRH BB OB, RREERKNERS
ST REKBEERETAER, 7 LN A TEBENREE,
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F1 1998 ~2011 SE M5 BB EIERHOR N
Table 1 Test Results of Mass Media’s Effect on Divorce Rate in China,1998 —2011
(0] (2) 3 (4) (5) (6) N (8) (9
OLS FE RE  SYS-GMM DIF-GMM  OLS FE RE  SYS-GMM
EEE 2.126™  0.906" 1.234"  0.240™  0.650™
£RE  (0.445) (0.254) (0.242) (0.0596) (0.0499)
WP -0.284 0.451"™ 0.398™  0.158"
LA (0.193)  (0.123)  (0.127) (0.0932)
0.00532™* —-0.0148 -0.00442 -0.00776 0.00147 0.00217* —0.0247" -0.00378 —0.00760
AR 0.0117) (0.00505) (0.00516) (0.00117) (0.00108) (0.0103) (0.00505) (0.00521) (0.00134)
~0.0286™ 0.0324™ 0.0233"" -0.00287 0.000641 —0.0228" 0.0336"" 0.0255™" -0.000926
XHEH  (0.00618) (0.00498) (0.00481) (0.00175) (0.000886) (0.00555) (0.00492) (0.00490) (0.00141)
W 0.235°  -0.0474° -0.0340 0.0925"" 0.00819 0.190*" -—0.0454° —0.0338 0.0729™
%% (0.0360) (0.0244) (0.0251) (0.0110) (0.00583) (0.0363) (0.0244) (0.0253) (0.0157)
Awg 11.88™  2.161%  2.147"  2.192""  1.292"  11.93™  2.626™™  2.494"  1.338"
4% (3.117)  (1.007) (L.041) (0.386) (0.573) (3.142) (1.0I12) (1.056)  (0.673)
~0.0575" -0.0245 -0.0217 -0.00156 0.0485"" —0.0515*" —0.0608 " —0.0656"" -0.00388
BAK (0.0130) (0.0184) (0.0174) (0.0125) (0.0139) (0.0126) (0.0177) (0.0170) (0.0128)
EHA 0.0207™ 0.00819™ 0.0146°" 0.00547°" 0.0177°" 0.0232" 0.00459 0.0120°" 0.000342
o bk (0.00225) (0.00359) (0.00337) (0.00133) (0.00388) (0.00281) (0.00370) (0.00356) (0.00175)
AR -0.266" -0.262 0.0550  -0.0237 0.529™ -0.0359 -0.534"" -0.178 0.343""
% GDP (0.0815) (0.168)  (0.131) (0.0653) (0.0597) (0.0585) (0.151)  (0.130)  (0.0421)
o545 0.949**  0.650*" 0.935 "
3 2 R (0.0136)  (0.0194) (0.0131)
8.603™  5.384*  2.256  -0.0673 -9.998"" 6.331** 11.19"" 8.550°* -3.001"
FEA (1 815) (2.361) (2.183) (L.609) (1.539) (L.674) (2.009) (2.005) (1.505)
HAK 427 427 427 397 363 427 427 427 397
R
0.6533  0.8632  0.8592  1.0000  0.9995  0.6409  0.863¢  0.8583  1.0000
( within)
Hausman
26. 69 0.0005  0.0002 56.20 0. 0645
test
P 0. 1812 0.0514  0.0604 0. 0001 0. 0005
i 4
A4 Y Y Y Y Y
BEF

A 4.5.9 #AK T4 A Sargan test 45, AR(1) fo AR(2)4; * | *+ | %%+ 551 RF/£0.1,0.05 7 0.01 85
FMARPTIELRBR, 35 K AFER,
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F2 1998 ~2011 ERE BEECENEERHEN( EHERETRE)
Table 2 Test Results of Mass Media’s Effect on Divorce Rate in China,1998 —2011 (2000 and 2001 excluded)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
OLS FE RE OLS FE RE
IRRERE 1.230™ 0.982 " 1.218*
(0.458) (0.276) (0.260)
WP -0.399" 0.567 " 0.497*
(0.213) (0.136) (0.137)
hAR -0.0391"  —0.00878 -0.0112° -0.0445" -0.00934 -0.0126™
(0.0130) (0.00576) (0.00574) (0.0118) (0.00575) (0.00583)
A bitfHE 13.22*" 2.766 ** 2. 667" 12. 62" 3,322 3.077™
(3.409) (1.104) (1.110) (3.482) (1.104) (1.131)
B e -0.0443 " -0.00763 -0.0119 -0.0421™ -0.0407" -0.0516""
(0.0132) (0.0196) (0.0185) (0.0132)  (0.0193) (0.0183)
FERAT L 0.0146"* 0.0118* 0.0169 ** 0.0177**  0.00721" 0.0144 >
(0.00339) (0.00423) (0.00392) (0.00367) (0.00435) (0.00410)
A3 A3k GDP -0.192*" -0.342° —0.0530 -0. 0662 -0.637" -0.263°
(0.0871) (0.183) (0. 145) (0.0645)  (0.163) (0. 140)
S FRE 0.121 -0.124"" —-0.0903*** 0.114™ -0.140"" -0.102"
(0.0375) (0.0292) (0.0281) (0.0377)  (0.0289) (0.0285)
#Hhabdob bk -0. 00645 -0.0308 *** —0.0284 -0.00190 -0.0337" -0.0301*
(0.0179) (0.0105) (0.0105) (0.0179) (0.0105) (0.0106)
¥ HA 6.625™" 6.891°" 4.362° 5.549""  12.75°" 10.11 "
(1.784) (2.577) (2.326) (1.736) (2.225) (2.162)
HAR¥# 372 372 372 371 371 371
R? ( within) 0. 6085 0. 8508 0. 8481 0. 6065 0. 8532 0. 8482
Hausman test 49.52 27.04
P 0. 0003 0.1038
FREMEF Y Y Y Y Y Y

Ey ok, owk ek S P EFAO01.0.05#0.01 9B EMBKFTIHELRER, T ADFAR,
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