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Immigrants Hukou System and Criminal Offense

Wang Tongyi

Abstract: Using panel data from 1997 to 2013 of China’ s 30 provinces this paper investigates the
causal relationship between proportion of immigrants and crime rate with the PMG model and examines the
role of the hukou system in this relationship. Results show that increase in the proportion of immigrants leads
to a significant rise in the crime rate under the current hukou system. Further research differentiating be-
tween migrants with local hukou and temporary residents reveals that migrants with local hukou are not signif—
icantly related to the crime rate while temporary residents are significantly associated with the crime rate.
Rising probability of obtaining a local hukou for immigrants leads to declining crime rate. The expansion of
immigrants would no longer increase the crime rates when the probability to obtain a local hukou for immi-
grants is relatively high. Thus this paper provides a new perspective from the hukou system and the opportu—
nity cost of committing a crime to understand the relationship between immigrants and crime rate.
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Table 2 Immigrants Hukou System and Crime Rate: Projections with PMG Model
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