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Tradition Activation and Modern Perspective

——Summary of Symposium in Cultural Characteristics of

Traditional Chinese Criminal Law

CHEN Hui-lin, WANG Sen-jian
(Law school, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, China)

Abstract; The symposium Cultural Characteristics of Traditional Chinese Criminal Law focused on

Chinese traditional culture of the criminal law and did discuss in the following six aspects. First, on the

Chinese traditional legal concepts of criminal law studies, such as “ benevolent 7, “ no suits 7, “cau-
tious punishment ”, “cautious death penalty” , etc. ; Second, with regard to the origin of traditional Chi-
nese criminal law, constituting and codification, such as “ritual punishment relations” , “statutes relation-

ship” and so onj third, with regard to the principles of traditional Chinese criminal law conviction and

sentencing study, for example, “conviction according to heart 7, “conviction according to emotion” and

so on; section Fourth, on the Chinese traditional crime and specific punishment studies, such as “castra-

tion” | “exile” , etc. ; fifth, Chinese traditional criminal investigation and trial studies, such as “judicial

professionalism” and “sentencing in Spring and Autumn” , etc. ; sixth, on the modernization of Chinese

traditional criminal law studies, such as “age of criminal responsibility” , “hurt ascendants crime” and so

on.

Key words: criminal law; legal culture; summary of symposium
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