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A Sociocultural Approach to English
Education of Children in China:

A Case Study of Ten " Outstanding” Young English

Learners in Urban Beijing
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2.2 The sociocultural perspective

Mediating Artifact / Tool

Subject Object

Figure 3.1 Vygotsky's Basic Mediational Triangle
(Cole, 1996)
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Cindy 10% &F A F T HMH,; FHE%ETRE, XFHREXT.
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(Cindy) Chinese people can speak English equally

ell, but not in pronunciation. Chinese people are

more obedient. Some American kids are up to some

mischief at school. Some Chinese kids talk big, like

to show off, but Alyssa [her American friend] isn’t.
Americans are more hospitable and talkative

and more polite, but Chinese people don’t laugh
gracefully in the restaurant (IN-C-C/May 22, 2008).
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Chinese people speak English when they go
abroad. They are different. Some Chinese
listen to CD and speak good English; some
speak Chinese English. Chinese people and

foreigners are not similar but I don’t know
why (IN-C-K/ May 22, 2008).
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learn at high school.”

( Annie ) They are very different. First, people in English
countries are very open-minded. They 2 f#[understand]
children, They think children should not do a lot of
homework, because to play is their <32 T4E[duty ]. But
in China} my teacher say [says]| that doing homework is
our A IR LAE[duty]. I think to play is our AFR TAE[duty].
Second, Americans like children to play tricks on them. In
China, if you play tricks to the teacher, 17 4% 5 #& & [write
a self-criticism |. Third, they look different (IN-C-A/

March 5,/2008).
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icro Factors of Child FLL,

Fig

The Social Context
L1 & FL, social provision, prevailing beliefs, L1

Adult Assistance
P/T beliefs, practices, approaches

Structured Input

Voc., authentic texts, cultural experience
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P/T Beliefs P/T Practices & exposure
Exposure

Children Varied learning outcomes

Figure 6.1 “Mediated action” in child FL
education (on the macro level)
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C cultural experience C sustained interest &

high-level proficiency

High-levWﬁcieney

Children Human development
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@Fablvﬁﬂrﬁtages of Structured Input

Stage 5: Input of academic English
Subject matter learning

~ Sponianeous
proalction

Stage 4: Graded sight reading
~ Half-controlled
proauction

4tage 3: Audio input of graded authentic texts

Controlled  oral/
proatction

Stage 2: Audio input of simplified texts

Stage 1: transfer of concepts Use of L7 for
(Audio input of vocabulary and chunks) /nteraction
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1. Learning a foreign language is to learn its

culture. Students must have extensive listening
and reLding. Reciting creates the need to use
jnglish"

. Students must learn vocabulary first; they
must be encouraged to think freely. Affective
education is crucial. English learning should
be related to real life and the times. Children
are full of possibilities.
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3. Learning is a joyful thing, so I keep smiling and
try to make students laugh. Language learning
is to tap students’ intelligence; therefore, I
attach great importance to grammar and
thinking power. Vocabulary is the first step to
everything.

4. Pr‘%mary school English is necessary because

it’s a nice thing for kids to get to know a new
language and a new culture. I never throw cold
water on them; I try to give more space for
competent kids to display their abilities.
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Two Sldes of the Same Coin
I was born in a

%

I was born in a

I can eat . Iam

I earn a minute, I earn a year.
I have . I work like a

Isleep in a . Isleep in a .
Igo . I don’t at all.
I easily, I easily.
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Mﬁm WI ND Marjorie Barrows

The March wind makes a cheerful sound
To coax the bugs out of the ground,

And over here where it is wet

It wakes a little violet.

And over there a row of trees

Are sort of dancing in the breeze

Thatis calling back the birds to sing

A little chirping song of spring.
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