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The Evolution of Seaside Tourism in Europe and Some Reflections on the Case in China
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Abstract: It has been two centuries for seaside tourism in Europe, with several stages of evolution. During the period, the European acted
from fear of water and sea to entertainment with water and sea, from sun escaping to sun tanning. Meantime, tourists also spread from the elite
to the general public. Its development process went through a series of power transformation: from private autonomy, to government-led, to joint
management of multi-actors. Accordingly, the exploitation of seaside tourism performed from out-of-order to orderly development. Evolution
of each stage was closely associated with social and cultural movements in Europe. The linear logic with “Theory of Evolution” is untenable,
which refers to the consistency of types of activity and behaviors of Chinese and western tourists after so-called mature stage of tourism market
in China. However, Chinese seaside tourism development, just like that of European’ s, must and will be the multi-function space for multi-actors
with joint protection, joint management and mutual possession within competition and cooperation.
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