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Colonial Interpretation on the Metaphor of Daffodils in Caribbean English Literature

Zhang Jianping

School of Foreign Languages, Civil Aviation University of China Tianjin 300161 China

Abstract Because metaphor enables people to share the experience or understand things in a faraway place, it is often adopted as the 

conspirator of colonialism. With the help of its function as a bridge, colonizers could transfer their languages and cultures to the colonized and 

assimilate the original ones. Moreover its variability of metaphor makes it undergo different interpretations after being received by the colonized. 

The poem of Daffodils by William Wordsworth as a metaphor is intended to ‘daffodilize’ or assimilate the Caribbean colonies. Based on the 

various interpretations of Daffodils in Caribbean English Literature, this paper aims to explore the reason why it had been deconstructed and 

reinterpreted. ‘The daffodil gap’ shows differences between the colonizer’s colonial intention and the decolonization of the colonized. Therefore, 

this analysis intrigues the profound thinking on ways of colonialism in the colonized culture.
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