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Research Progress on Poverty Reduction through Tourism in Ethnic Areas
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( School of Management, Chongqing University of Technology, Chongging 400054, China )

Abstract: In China, due to a high degree overlapping of ethnic areas, poverty-stricken areas and areas with rich tourism resources, tourism
development has been the means of poverty reduction in the ethnic areas, which is paid attention to by tourism experts, This paper reviews academic
literature about the researches on poverty reduction through tourism ( PRT ) in ethnic areas. Results indicate that the research of PRT began in the end
of 1980s and it has undergone three phases, namely the beginning stage, preliminary development stage and fast development stag e, but still being
in the initial stage of research. The research focuses on the meaning of PRT and its supporting theories; feasibility analysis and the development
strategies of PRT in specific ethnic areas; the effects, the patterns, the problems and the countermeasures of PRT in ethnic areas. Most researches
are based mainly on qualitative description. The research regions are mainly concentrated in Yunnan, Guangxi, Guizhou, Sichuan, and Gansu
provinces where there are a large number of poverty populations and rich tourism resources. In the further, researches should be expanded and
deepened, such as the pathways of gaining benefits and development opportunities of the poor, the construction of local industrial chains,
especially, the integration into cultural industry, and the studies of income distribution and property right of ethnic cultural tourism resources.
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