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A BEC-based Analysis of Collocational Features of RATE

Hu Chunyu
( Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510420, China )

Abstract: Recent years have witnessed the fast development of Business English Program in China. As a result, there has been
growing interests in scientific studies of business English. This paper, based on 1-million-word Business English Corpus ( BEC) , conducted
a profound analysis of the keyword RATE by examining its collocates, clusters and concordancing lines. The result shows that the most
important collocates of RATE are interest, exchange, etc, indicating that interest rate and exchange rate play an important role in business
world. This study also implies that the corpus-based analysis of business English keywords not only helps researchers discover the linguistic
features of the target expressions, but also enables them to better understand the information of business encoded in those words.
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RHFE BE B IF 58 i - 1T 38 39 300 5 i B 30 g M
ZEFIR. P ¥R Robins /4, W% Hik
AR R SR T — i — S B,
P ) SOFEISI AR, MR A RE T
AASE”  (Robins, 1967: 21) . HSRIEFH2H
BRI B R E T 32 W . FERLAY.OF
SCPE | FERCHOTE R AT . FEICS TR (S0
Hoey, 2005) , MWif/aPi )2 5T 3 A6
BHEE FFIIHELL T IR,

P& 00 A0 1R R oY, R S R B A
Sinclair & H [F T, BAE19664F, Sinclair
(966: 415) sfdai: AT A (node)
X ARIFERPRIF A TR O R 5, 0T LUK
PERE (span ) & SCATT A PIINS HAH DG al 54
B, HEE R N A N BT TR A T )
(collocates) ” - Jones & Sinclair (1974 ) 55—
NS TRV BT S0, T
FeSinclair (1966 ) (EEA L T — R 5N EEH
WRBEAT 7, PARESIERE . it Jrik . 15RdH
S5 AR E S I, AR E

TELUSH TAEF, Sinclair (1991: 170) fE245
FCE S “PRANE AN L BRI E SCARH R B P
BRI o A, XAV R A0 B
We? it ZAERSGIEMTE, Sinclairih A4 : 4195
B CRI SOml i 24N 0m) ) S BEAR, IR T
FERC— M E X PRI TR R
) RBE AN 4 I, XA AT Tl )
B RERAIXER” (Sinclair, 2004: 114) .

TT52% (2003: 13) HEIERNERE G20 ahs
BCATE & AL AR ERE A LU T LA (1) BFRR0%
PEE. W E R A T2 T TR
ENESSUR, MR SCERIFEIA Th, mAMAR
A ANESE; (2) SRRt IR R, B
PR, W - EEEMTE, F
MRS, W HHEIARE” . “HEI T R
BA TS [ ERE S (3) AshibfeE
mokEng, VTR A TR R ARG,

EIENEE T2, AR LA RIS R
FHEMMEE, WZKi&ERE (colligation) | 1B X
fiiila] ( semantic preference ) . 15 X% ( semantic
prosody ) . ZRERIZFRIRIRIUBERISE &, Jin)
AL & A T Hop AiE TR 45 A 4, b e

casesZ i 5¥( & iFJsome, many, most, more,
both, severalZ:I, ¥ T “determiner+cases”
XFEIEE G R . 8 S )0 5 S i el FE T
S ERIESL ], e SRR R IR Y T S
FHIEBZ] . T SRR B bR axX i S Aia] By
BB S BN . S EUSREBUARHE,
EHUE T 2 A EETEE P, S AN =
HIRENZE (Louw, 1993: 157) . i, set in
H Flwinter, bad weather, gloom, decline, rot&s
FARAIFHAEIRIZAIE L ( Sinclair, 1991) .
Sinclair (2003: 178 ) BRI SRR “HRRVEM I
E45FAEZENTIR |, BOAENH RN RIG%
VT S A e (B SE Jbe AE  h k HEoR

2. AT B R 5B R

AR, MIRESPWFFT M4 FFiG= eiE
BHEE S A0 A B ST LS B R AR B 21 1 55 9
T . Hp, Nelson (2000 ) nlBRIZSAFT
FASAE, 5L T B 0B TR i 5 SRR
NelsonXF 5045 &5 D i i B Be in) . 2l
SRR TR . AL, [R—2n0 i
S IEWTE (LA R 55 ¥ international ,
global, local ) FARAN A ECAFE

Nelsonih & BL, i 55 S i il iy i LE
BRI A LR BT BT . o, e TR E
i, JRIEFIZE (interest rate ) _EFHIREDE RIS
FR T RERE2M% . eAb, rising interest ratesf)
“ILPUESE”  (co-text) JHHZIHRE), Mlower
interest ratesf) “ILHUEIR" LREBRA ., FIEK
ISR AT A E M H iR ie B L) Gl
Flmurderously, disastrousZFiHARIE L) o F
FRREWAATReARED, mHAEXFMER T,
interest rate M HAGHE LA ( Wmarket-
favorable, taking advantage ) 3L, Nelsonf{)%k
WARFEE X, (Hs A R A LB A i 55
Y LA RS SCRIBIERY , FERA R 55
RRBE, RNENX—TH#,

=. Bigit
AL
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2008 ) AZIRATER—MREZEH) TR, HIskil
BRSEB ( measuring business performance ) .
SR, % T Nelson (2000 ) BEf3E Kinterest rates
BTE SCRIFFIES (W ETHRTDE ) |, FIR3I
MR IR IR ATE FEECARHE A 75T

ASCAULRPT LU 3. (1) RATER RS
TR ? A G IR D) ) i) AT TG R 2
(2) MRATERFEHECIA)A 1) DA HHBE & IR o L
SR s\

2. HAFRIEHR

ARSI VB ZE A Nelson TR i 55 il
EEHZE”  (Business English Corpus; BEC) . R
#iiNelson (2000) BIA4, BECHR28ZEH 55
A, 10070, HHSEE 804 0021, 32
[ 2575219 01915,

SRR BERS6%, BT B, T
R 5 SCA, RS RIS HHR” (business
faxes ). “Fi55{ZrA” (business letters ). “F
LM (business emails ). “ZNAIWIHH R
( company brochures ). “Fi%5 416" ( business
contracts ). “Ppi” (agreements), “4RiE”
(report ), “&csk” (minutes ). “4FfR”
(annual reports ), “#&5k” (memos ), “—
MESCHR” ( general docs ). “FM” (manuals ) .

“EEBAL R (sale leaflets ). “HRANH”
(quotations ), “Z%Wi” ( miscellaneous )

CE Bk M 44 % , A5 “ gy
H” (TV program ). “YZFHLWH” (radio
program )., “P5IR” (interviews ). “ji "
(speeches ). “J/R” (presentations ). “Hppg”
(negotiating ), “I®/<” (entertaining ). “%%
YI” (training situations ), “21¢” ( meeting ).

“Y¥THLIE” (telephoning ). “TLTAEI™&" (job
advertisement ), “ TAEMHIA” (job interviews ),
“F=5hiiBH” (produce brochures )

3. AARERERAK

RS ER A3 FER R AR T ERATER 4
BCATSY «

(1) THRRATE B 5 B i) F2 H 35 B0 o
(strength of collocability ) . THHEAEELHE LR T
AP, — o AR N N R A
HoorAn, ARARIE(E ) B MO e AR R . 0

A, ANSERE L R R O A RE B 1A E I TR A 7
SHEZWAAHIEZE Y FNEICR, X2ERH
— L A I R B AT R TR AR SR
BHEHSECRAR &, Soh LA iRl i th B AR T
RedRARAR . A T ik B RIR T, AEs |
St Tk, UMEREIEIEAFEELR . WordSmith
Tools 5.032 43t T 4FMEECIAIA B 7, 43l
HA{Z 218 (Mutual Information Score, fajFRMI
B) . TEAZE. BEK, HRCHRERLS.
LERS FE ) RS |, AR SR FH Word Smith Al k45 {E
505 CRITT Sm pidi &% 54 5s) ) o

(2) XRATE#F7iA M (word clusters ) 4y
Bro WIMHEFRA “IER”  (lexical bundles ) ,
Rl 3ANER3ANLL IR iy . AESE 4 T L
AR E LR TR ( Biber et al. 1999 ) . 7
Scott & Tribble (2006 ) HIWFFEHT, iR AIIIFEAEZ
BB AR BE IR SR 1 B, ELse (R
SRR BRI E . TEAH, A TFEFEIRATE
H)3~61m) IR A, HEEARAERE 5 .

(3) HRATE# 7% 5] ( concordancing ) 47
Mro TESinclair (1991: 170) HH, “HBI40Hr
ATERNEE S 2200, RO ERTLLERATE
AP HFZEEMIET A" o RoloiEsA
B THRE SR SRR E P RIS R, I
JRRZIRRTESR RS, T BT E R
]S AI ) PRI A AR B R 2

m. ER54E

1. RATE##5 BB 9 4 fE

15 T WordSmith H 24 i RATERI S
filia) 3%, fU45. SCiflinterest, low, exchange,
growth, per, tax, higher, low, annual,
inflation, unemploymentfIZEERof, from, be,
on, at&.

225 T WordSmith B 3l A i 00858 A
T (5T ) st3~6iminl A, AR, WA
RATE3: BL ) v AH 24— & HAR T ie) . w LA
Fi, JETESHAI 3R, 41 Al 2
A3 (R RILHSr ), misia), 61 i) AN
AV B, AT ) A REE K B 1 i i Dk
FRPSIKE
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#&1 RATETEBECHIRJRII0LIEELIA

H 4 S A MIA HEIIRE H 4 A MI{A HEIIRE
1 interest 11.01 166 16 high 5.516 20
2 exchange 10.346 78 17 more 5.435 18
3 return 10.112 14 18 lowest 5.315 12
4 rise 9.827 20 19 any 4.823 14
5 higher 9.56 25 20 increase 4.188 15
6 low 9.376 24 21 and 4.007 146
7 growth 8.801 45 22 up 3412 32
8 inflation 8.316 21 23 at 3.271 96
9 lower 8.073 18 24 our 2.173 21
10 term 7.676 24 25 its 1.833 22
11 fixed 7.499 21 26 their 1.809 16
12 per 6.635 44 27 for 1.642 75
13 cent 6.316 23 28 an 1.169 30
14 tax 5.697 26 29 but 1.164 26
15 long 5.583 18 30 which 1.13 22
2 RATEHI3~6IR)IAI A
N Lk 5] A Uik e
the rate of 24 rate of growth 7
the exchange rate 15 an exchange rate 7
higher interest rates 12 of return on 7
interest rates and 11 rates are up 6
in interest rates 11 on interest rates 6
of exchange rate 11 of the exchange rate 6
low interest rates 11 of the exchange 6
rate of return 10 interest rates to 6
term interest rates 10 long term interest 6
at the rate 10 long term interest rates 6
exchange rate stability 9 interest rates have 5
nominal exchange rate 9 annual growth rate 5
of interest rates 8 interest rates by 5
interest rates are 8 interest rates in 5
at the rate of 8 raise interest rates 5
growth rate of 8 rate in the 5
high interest rates 7 interest rates the 5
nominal exchange rate stability 7

HMIRATEFEELI DI HETRIHA R ATE R TE VA5 T
50, RIRATER I EH 2B RS B L
a1, atFlof FEH BILEat a/the rate of IXAEAYFETC
HEr, upthiBlfErates are up, Monlll| 32
T “4iil+on interest rate” H1, 1] (1) ~ (3) J&@
TR T IR IR ATE R BARFE B H 7

(1) VAT at a rate of 25% is charged on the
total cost of goods, including freight, insurance
and import duties.

(2) Decisions on interest rates are taken by a

Monetary Policy Committee in the Bank, consisting of

nine members: five of these come from within the Bank.

(3) they really are being left behind because
everybody was talking about competition and lower
prices, and long-distance rates are up, cable rates
are up, pay phone rates are up, wireless rates are

gonna go up because of new subsidies.

RS T (at) the rate of, HAhin
ARt A Alinterest (s) , exchange, growth, return
R IR AN, 1. the exchange rate, higher/lower
interest rates, raise interest rates, rate of return, rate

of growth, HHGHAMAET,  “FIR”

(‘interest
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rate) . “VR”  (exchange rate ) XLb4xmh T.H.
MG S A, JE T AR R 5
NGB, 3X 211 Minterest rates
(131K ) , exchange rate (667K ) , interest rate
(31 FryEi el DU e g Rtk
“Ialfk#&"  (rate of return ) F1 “HEHKZK"  (rate of
growth ) JEPEIETENEE ., §] (4) ~ (6)
25 T X EER) TR R 55 A i L

(4) In 1993, falling interest rates provided
the market with an abundance of mortgage loans to
be purchased or originated at below-market prices
and allowed the mortgage loans to be sold on the
secondary market at a premium.

(5) Our Mexican operation is trading
significantly ahead of last year (a 77% increase in
peso terms ) despite the weak economy although the
exchange rate has affected our sales in terms of sterling.

(6) The outcome, so far, has been an
unemployment rate of 4.5 per cent, combined

with the lowest annual inflation rate since 1965.

3m
302
303
304
305
306
307

552
553
554
555
556
557
558
558
550

2. RATE# B4 48P R IO B 515 &

4nAnT BE i i R AT E 1) 45 BC AR AIE %5 %€ H: 25 ek
7555 B W7 )8 Hlinterest, exchangert
RATER EEMIENLIE, P OB Llinterest ratefll
exchange rate’ WFFEN G, 76 _LaRWFZT I LA
BE—RN

10

El1

2

A ) HH A higher, lower, high, nominal,
long, term, annual%:0|E2 B Miinterest rate
(s) , exchange rate, growth rate, HBlFEhigh/
higher/low interest rates, long term interest rate,

nominal exchange rate, annual growth rateZ§im) M\

Hr, dmfl (7) BroRe

(7 ) The annual growth rate of M4 and M4
lending fell, however, to 11.2 per cent, and 9.0

per cent, respectively.

SR S Y rise, increaseZE 353 H SR AR F
ROACROTHE, B TRk RSG5
Bin), ARREY R, XPIANERCIE A R IAES
WL E R A RS IR R ST (W
1), AME%RBlincreaseFIRATEHSEA FH 4 i ) 3t
A, HREPHHIEZAE (Ulincrease, increases,
increased%: ) , HRATERjH)IEEAS AR A € ,
winyincrease?X A B3 1 LL_EAY TR A

A 1 J5E Rl L RE AR A A Arise LA HY B
TE3WILL_ LR, 28R 5147 R .

Jibd PAYMAR reporting: Tyler, the FedEx rate increase comes at a time when a surey
is maintained. It is now years since our [ast rate increase and due to raises in costs, with
propel even greater growth. Mr. GROTE: The rate increase is good news for stockholders.
PAYMAR: And the revenue derived from the rate increase may help FedEx pay for its
in 1994, During 1993, lower interest rates increased the amount of servicing right:
growth, Wolzien says he expects cable rate increases to slow in the coming year,
out the competitors, we'll see sort of what rate increases they're trying to do. Then we'll

professars that voted tagether - backing a rate rise. The non-academics said rates
Cammities - although the expectation of a rate rise to counter home-grown inflationary
wias that there would need to be an interest rate rise of 172 per cent cerdainly before the
ecanomic case for an immediate interest rate rise. But the choice between a 1/4-paint
of the commitiee present agreed to the rate rise, but only after considerable
markets reason, must mean a slowdown in rate rises. + GOLD fixed at $281.60 in
economists are expecting further interest rate rises ta curb inflation, with base rates
have been either spent or saved, interest rate rises are starting to bite and the engine
to continuing uncertainty on the future of rate rises, and done nathing to prevent the

AW A EBUERRNGE R . B, ARE
E I Nelson (2000) HIABL, BI: FIZR EFHER
AL AN BB FEMN HWIRICE 2R, MR AT,
NTRIEERE >, 10 Hinterest rate % HBIFEF
HESCGE . ] (8) FiFFkAll, KRR EMRETR
e ] LLBEE A5 3 i TR AR TR T4 5
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) () MUKV, iR IR A T ) B
P R

(8) Low interest rates mean investors will
automatically pile into shares for better returns
than they can get at the bank and building society.

(9) Those high interest rates have been

disastrous for the heavily borrowed property companies.

PR A B, FETRIR AR A i E
Hk Cinflation ) B9—F®p A= Cnflio) , {Hix—
28RSl () .

(10 ) The United States economy can grow

faster before it needs to be slowed down by higher

interest rates to stop inflation taking off.

(11 ) The single currency may-in the long run-
be a good idea. But many economists say Europe
is still too regulated for it to work now-lots of large
European industries remain in state hands, and
there are hugely varying inflation records around the
continent. Monetary union will impose one level of
interest rates on everyone and so threatens to make
the jobless problem even worse in the short term.

AW T — LI . A Wrisk, JE
7 L ¥ flinterest ratef7 ¢ (DLIE3) , WA
stability M| & fllexchange ratefi > ( UWLE4 ) . FER
5147549~561H, R LrateRiij i A interest, {H
HEEY RBIESE AL, rateflTfR0Y) REinterest rate.,

A4 modeling can solve your bank's rate risk dilemma. Only complete treasury

A&0 time, every banker knows that controlling rate risk and managing cash flow is essential.
BE1 into the budgeting process Integrate rate rigk into the profitability management

852 agreement to reduce its exposure to interest rate risk associated with its guarantee of EZOP
553 reviews and thorough understanding of all likely rate risk situations. Creating Realistic Rate

554 example: To not only measure but manage rate risk, a bank must deal with both complex
555 level After all, you are trying to measure rate risk on your entire institution. And, to get
556 can create comprehensive, realistic models of rate risk - with a fully compatible aption pricing
557 praducts can model all of the complexities of rate risk. Even fewer can generate actual run off
558 is designed to: Identify all elements of rate risk Quantify the impact of each element at
5559 to arrive at a complete understanding of the rate risk inherent in your institution. Reports
560 normally are in the buyer's currency; - Interest rate risks: Interest rate exposure must be

561 hedye against well defined market and interest rate risks. The Company has entered into an

287 on the purpose and value of exchange rate stability. First, it is important to recognise
585 necessary condition for sustainable exchange rate stability between their currencies, one
etz important to recognise that nominal exchange rate stability is not an end in itself. An

590 with a reasonable degree of nominal exchange rate stability, and that some movement in

591 likely to be able to sustain nominal exchange rate stability if they also achieve price stability.
a9 nat guarantee complete nominal exchange rate stability. Howewver, since price stability in
93 a considerable degree of nominal exchange rate stability. If the single currency area

094 the possible benefits of nominal exchange rate stability for both the "in" and the "out” - or
595 has demanstrated, nominal exchange rate stability cannot be achieved on a

IMPLXAE I A, KRR <R
GEER? BIMARESASE . CFIERT RURATIER
Mt (money supply ) = KiEEZ —: Fl
RRAR, SBER, BNERATR M,
NiTRSIN & R NI (=N GRS (b7 ST 3| S U=
NAEWZ513%R (hot money ) SREF A XU . AT
DL, TR XU AR 20U FE ) — N R[] L

YET n) RN ] R g 55 ) 2 ] AR e

KEEY. HI19734 “AidiigRiAR" (Breton
Wood System ) B K5, R ZEFHENT “FFah
JCEH]”  (floating exchange rate system ) B4,
LR JERAE, WERR T 5 A EE R,
thim, SR BN — A AR MAEN E
JRREAET: (1) NRMAESEAEEE RS
S (trade deficit ) ARWE, MIiHE L
PR A B AR v R e 2 b TR R LA 5

11
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(2) NRMFHE 2 KR>3 [ B R H ] 1) 57
%, G| PERRIRE, e E R TR
FrLL, CEFa%E (exchange rate stability ) [a]Rg
5N LRI — M,

H. FiE

TERHEIE SUFCREERL . B TEREARN &
AR, BTERCER R EE . SRR
—FERERBUE . ARSI R RATER A Z0F
FmR, TRV R 55 BRI AT, AME
B LU 7R B 55 9818 R TE SRR, A 0] LUFS
Biboe # A PR R 5515 0

VR N T R 45 SR 1B ST e e, WESY
HRERMH I B AR R AERTES A, RItEE
BIAHOCHNIE, XEEHRE LR sl AR T/ NS
AW PR T RE S A B, RE—A4
BB ST IOE SR, AME IR E (e B
WEOT DLt Y — SR S5 0 I I T RE, WRATE
] L) fllinterest, exchange, inflation, growthZin]
L, AR & Pllinterest rate risk fZexchange rate
stability AFAIE 5 IR LUK A G R 55 N i

RSO 55 BB RN RE 1 & R R ) g il
A RS DN EEMESIER, RN
2R EERTR R BT R —; Kk, 4
BATEATE R A S IR RN RE ST & SRR, A
RE PR T2 A R PO — AT (A
HIRATE ) , RN 2R BFE B R RS TR RS
[ e N e RPN e =

H T AW T e TR B e, o]
BE S SEAE R 51 H SRATEI B A FEBC AR
RERE OISR, ASRAOIIFST AT LUAE B AR R 555
TR SER E3E - VAR ATERYFE AL,
NI AT 22 0 5 T AL v 555 8

SE Wk
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