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Abstract; This paper concludes that the method estimating CFR based on the mean childbearing

age at the first birth provides a better estimate compared with that based on TFR statistics in
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backward “forecasting” , and more stable estimates in forward forecasting. The estimates from the
2 approaches both indicate that the intrinsic rate of natural growth has become negative since women
entering their childbearing age in the early 1970s, and continued to decline subsequently. The
minimum replacement level required to keep population constant is calculated at the level higher
than 2. 1 acknowledged widely because of the higher male-female birth ratio. Chinese population
continues to grow after 1970, due to growth in life expectancy, and relatively high ration of women
child-bearing to the total. We should pay attention to both the number of birth also the population
structure in the future. In addition, the timing of first birth cannot be ignored because of its impact
on total number of children a woman may have in whole life.

Keywords: the mean childbearing age at first birth; total fertility rate without tempo effect;

completed fertility rate; intrinsic rate of natural increase
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