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THE NATURE OF MANDARIN INTONATION:
A REVIEW OF EXPERIMENTAL STUDY ON MANDARIN INTONATION

ZU Yiqing

Abstract Based on Yuen-Ren Chao’s intonation theory,and the Autosegmental-Metrical(AM) theory for in-
tonation, Prof. Maocan Lin has been pursing studies on the nature of Mandarin intonation by means of a-
coustic analysis and perception experiments. His newly published book, Experiment Study on Mandarin
Intonation . summarizes the phonetic analysis on tones,word stress, sentence stress,and functional mood of
Standard Chinese. Additionally,he discussed Yuen-Ren Chao’s resultant intonation idea,and proposed that
functional mood and boundary tone are two key elements of Chinese intonation.

Key words Tone, Intonation, Yuen-Ren Chao, Stress, Boundary tone
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