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British Image Exculpated From the “Barbarian” in Late Qing Dynasty
——Comparing British Images in Guo Song-tao and Xue Fu-chengs Ambassadorial Diaries

ZHANG Jun-ping
(School of Foreign Languages, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214000, China)

Abstract ; In late Qing Dynasty, Chinese thought Britain was gradually exculpated from the “Barbarian” image and
took on an ideal look of “Utopian”. This paper discusses British image exculpated from the “barbarian” in Late
Qing Dynasty by comparing the images made in Guo Song-tao and Xue Fu-cheng’s Ambassadorial Diaries and their
viewpoints about the relationship between China and Britain. Guo Song-tao’s Britain was a typical utopian image
which was far better than China. But Xue Fu-cheng juxtaposed his eye-witnessed Britain to the ideal image of
historical China and tried his best to maintain the myth about China.

Key words: Britain; Image; Xue Fu-cheng; Guo Song-tao
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