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Confucius Theoretical Connotation of Governing with Virtue



CHEN Wei-ping
(Department of Philosophy, Shanghai Normal University)

Abstract; Currently, China is facing an important issue moral construction, on which Confucius’
theoretical connotation of governing with virtue has showed great instructive significance. This theory
contains three aspects: first, self-cultivating with benevolent will is the premise of governing with virtue.
It clarifies the moral connotation of who can rule the country and for what he or she is ruling it, promoting
a tentative mechanism for implementing this premise. Second, persuading people to seek goodness is the
main method of governing with virtue. It answers the questions of why it being possible to take education
as the main method of governing and how to educate people. This method combines the principal of being
a Confucian ruler and venerating sages, of helping others to succeed and undoing to others what you want
them undo to you, of emulating those better than oneself and self-reflection and self-abuse, of discoursing
thing past and present and reciting poetry as enjoying the moon. Third, harmony with difference is the
final goal of governing with virtue. The theory of governing with virtue considers politeness as an
institutional guarantee of realizing our dream of harmony with difference and guide people to approve this
final goal with the value of justice outweighing benefit. The common people have long lost the doctrine of
Mean and this theory will help to pick it up so as to reconcile people’s moral standard with the realization of
harmony with difference.
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