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The Farce of “to Establish a Crown Prince in the Year of Yi Hai” and
the “Enthroning” and “Dethroning” of the “Big Brother” Pu
Chun ¢ Aixinjueluo in Late Qing Dynasty

Wu Ren-an
(Shanghai Normal University School of Maxism, Shanghai 200241)
Abstract: After the failure of Hundred Days Reform, although Guangxu Emperor was just like a prisoner,
the Empress Dowager Cixi always felt that he still occupied the throne. In order to prevent a comeback
from Guangxu Emperor, the Empress Dowager Cixi titled Pu Chun, who is the son of Duke Zai Yi, as the
Duke Zai Yi
and other diehards took advantage of Boxers psychological hatred of foreigners, and then encouraged them

"Big Brother", and later directed a farce of "to establish a crown prince in the year of Yi Hai".

to pull chestnuts out of the fire. Therefore, after the failure of the Boxer Rebellion, the Empress’
favoritism for Zai Yi family plummeted. Zai Yi and his brother Duke Zhenguo Zai Lan were relieved of
their titles and sent to exile in Xinjiang. In October of Guangxu 27 years (1901), when " Lianggong"
reached Kaifeng on the way from Xian to capital Beijing, the Empress decreed the revocation of Pu Chun's
"Big Brother" name. After Pu Chun got out of the Palace, he received cold shoulders from others, and he
was unable to fend way of life for himself. Then he worried to illness and in 1942 died in a hut in his
brother’'s Tawang Palace.

Key words: Empress Dowager Cixi; Duke Zai Yi; “Big Brother” Pu Chun; “to establish a crown prince in

the year of Yi Hai”; Hundred Days’ Reform; the Boxer Rebellion






