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A Comparison of Views on Folklore between Sima Qian and Ban Gu
—Through the Incisiveness of Folk Materials in Historical Records and Han Shu

Li Guo-jiang
(Dongying Vocational College, Dongying, Shangdong, 257091)

Abstract: Sima Qian and Ban Gu both absorbed the unorthodox culture factors in their historical writings.,
they widely collected and described folk materials, reflecting folklore items in many aspects and embodying
the historian’s folklore consciousness. During historical writings and narrative , they formed their
respective folklore view in some aspects, such as the understanding of folklore and its function, the
relationship between folk custom and geographical environment, the opinion on etiquette custom and folk
music, etc. This has promoted the development of folklore theory in China.

Key words: Sima Qian; Ban Gu; Views on Folklore
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