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Discussion on Cultural Conservatism of Tang Jun-yi

DENG Li-xiang
(School of Philosophy, Wuhan University, HuBei Wu han 430072)

Abstract: As a bi-product of modernization, cultural conservatism is not a Chinese peculiarity but a
prevalent and profound cultural phenomenon worldwide. This paper focuses on Modern Neo-Confucian
scholar Tang Junyi’s lament of the desolation (or in Tang’s words, “hua guo piao ling”) of Chinese
culture. It then discusses his anxious reiteration of the true meaning of cultural conservatism - it is
derived from our profound self-consciousness of the cultural root upon which our own existence founded
and the value of this cultural root, and his refutation of the illusive “progress” that arises out of
circumstances. To finish, the author reviews individually a number of criticisms and arguments made
against Tang’s cultural conservatism and elaborates on his stance: moral rationality could unify and make
up for the western concepts of freedom and equality.
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