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The Interflow Mechanism in the Wushu. Dance

and Witchcraft in the BoxersCeremony

LU Yu-ting
(Sports News Communication and Foreign Language School, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438)

Abstract : The atheism concept in Confucianism limited the growth of China’s theological system, and the resting
philosophy in Confucianism also restrained the development of China’s dance industry. The boxers” God- inviting
ceremony took on the task of God-making for people in a short period and a wide range. The boxers” witchcraft
shows made a contribution to the development of China’s witchcraft dances, and its influence was tremendous for
the dance industry’s popularization, promotion and innovation. The boxers” witchcraft dances directly borrowed
from Chinese traditional opera and the traditions in folk witchcraft performances, and it also led to the rise of
witchcraft dance industry in late Qing dynasty. The dramatic changes of the senior power in late Qing dynasty
inspired the flourish of boxers God-choosing system, and the strong sense of action in their team performances in
public space not only symbolically showed the authority, but also completed the revival movement of the last
witcheraft dances in the whole monarchy era.

Key words: The boxers; Martial arts mechanism; Witchcraft dance movement; God performance;

Authority shown
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