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Heterogeneity, Technical Change Direction and Lewis Turning Point

WANG Wei, TONG Guangji
(College of Economics and Management, Northeast Forest University, Harbin 150040, China)

Abstract; Empirical data illustrates that there is potential and necessary to transfer rural labor, and
a variety of appearing of labor shortage phenomenon causes discussion among scholars about whether
Lewis turning point has been arrived, but the study conclusion is quite different or even opposite.
Based on the traditional Lewis model, labor homogeneity and hypothesis of neutral technical progress
coordinate with amendment of reality, which manifest that labor shortage and the rise in wages do not
represent the arriving of Lewis turning point. Combining with the analysis of the particularity of
China’ s transfer of rural labor, diversified measures, consist of education skills training, cultivating
professional farmers, creating labor service brand, citizenization of rural labor and deepening the
reform, is essential to carry out order and effective transfer of rural labor.
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