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Vertical distributions of polybrominated diphenyl ethers of sediment core in the
Pearl River Delta
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Abstract: To investigate the temporal distribution of polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs) in the Pearl River Delta, five sediment cores from Pearl
River were collected and 10 PBDE congeners were measured using GC/MS. ¥ ¢BDEs (sum of PBDE congeners excluded BDE209) concentrations in the
sediment cores were in the range of 1.54~94.8 ng+g™! with the average of 15.4 ng-g™'. Concentrations of BDE209 were between 14.4 ng-g™' and 588
ng-g~' with the average of 136 ng-g™'. BDE209 was the predominant congener accounting for more than 70% of total PBDEs. Increasing trends for PBDE
concentration along with the decrease of sediment core depth were observed for all sediment cores, especially in Dongguan reach, indicating an increased
emission of PBDEs in study area in recent years. The relative abundance of high brominated PBDEs decreased whereas abundance of low brominated
PBDEs increased from top to bottom of sediment cores, which implied a debromination degradation of PBDEs in sediment cores.

Keywords: polybrominated diphenyl ethers ( PBDEs) ; sediment cores; vertical distribution; Pearl River Delta; debromination degradation
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3 M I A G A3 M A 7l BRI
=AU 30 FERZ BT m U R TRAC B B S
PASEEHE T A SR 3G 0 5 TR i 2R VT = AR AR g i
X, UURRY) B Vi, D] AP 5 2R VT = A U b X 5T
P PBDEs FUBUIR SRR KA H B A B 1)
PREE 3 SC XRY TT AR 15 G W 1 e J3E T LA e ik
YHE Tl Y & R K AR i LA KIS G i IR 43 AT 5 A%
TV X B TC AR A ¥ Gy 0 vk B AT AR B > Tl
PR e A8 3, DA KT ey i) A B B 3 A% S i) 5 )
1 R U 2 B TS Y W i 8% e AR UE 1
SRE R, @A LG G e TR R 1Y 2 ] 42
1k, AT B i A ALY B4 B9 7 52 ( Latimer and Quinn,
1996) ASHFFE I 3 B ER VL = FA I X 5 AN [F] T
A S X IR GURR: o PBDES Y2 ] 43 A FRAE , %5 58
PR =SR] HIX. PBDEs 114> U5 S50 [ fif 45 0 5%
1.

2 MBS 7% (Materials and methods )

21 HEXERAE

2009 4F 7 H 2 2010 4F 11 A 8], F] 45 FLRAE
TR, B 4 em 1 ANEE MBI E T S48 Y,
FESIE T 52863 T-20 °C UKEE AR TE.5 LA
B 1R,
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Fig.1 The sampling locations for sediment cores across the Pearl

River Delta

PSR SR R T4 BR 25 DL WA 45 ),
WP fe ik 100 H i fERFR R 10 g A5, LA PBDEs
B 81 R $8 7R 8 (° C-BDE-209 . C-PCB-141) , Jf]
200 mL 1EC%e/ ETE A0 (R 1:1) R IR
FHEE 24 b, FHERB TN ATEAL BB B S ¢ BRG. Sl

Wk ZE 1 mL 2247 R LA AR A, AT
2 PR ER R =8 em 16 em. [ 70 mL 1E
Cht/ AT BRA R (AR 1:1) ik, ef
R BRET, T e 25 AT AR A BT T in A
PBDEs 4143145 " C-PCB208.
2.2 PBDEs $L# 247 #1 TOC £ |

it AR €3 1 3K 1A ( Agilent 6890-5973)
SYHTRESL T Y PBDEs, (A% H Dl J&W 122- 12325+
AR R 110 C FAAE 1 min, 2R)5LL 8 Comin™' )
AT 180 CIHAF 1 min, FELL 2 Cemin™' B3
RIFE 240 CHARE S min, A 2 Comin' BRI &
280 C /48 8 min, L1 10 °C-min™" A3 K T} 2 300
C AR 5 ming 8B AE B TR 150 C,
1 pLICAr i b RE.

A BB 72 J7 1 SR FH B DL 0 R e 2 o5 ik 1R
P EIC R 7 vk RS AR AR 1 ¢
BE S 10% B9ERR 10 mL 390 3 K, B IK 2 8 h, 3¢
IR, K VEZE P AR H 60 C LT EE
.20~ 50 mg H i HICER 731X CHNS Vario EI
TUL 00 B %) T, FH DM i 1) 7 4 B b H
TURYIA LB (TOC) 195 &
23 RELEH S5 RERIE

FHI7 25 L bR zs (1 R BTIAR i [l
T8R4 T a1 .9 Ff PBDEs ( BDE-28 .47 .66,
85.99.100,138 153 154 £ 183) %S 4 il Ml i %
}90.4% ~ 105.4% , & B AR B3R 91.3% ~
109%. [0] W K 48 78 #)"° C12-PCB141 F1" C12-BDE
209 1Y B R 5 53 8 101% +9% . 94% +9% . 95% =+
119%H189%+15%.

3 R 5138 (Results and discussion)

3.1 YiAAAE 4 PBDEs & & K-F 45 % & o A FF4E
FUAAE th BDE- 28,47 .66.99 100,153, 154,
138 183 F1209 A% i %35 %] 100% , H X ,BDEs &
7~FR BDE-209 41, L34 9 1 PBDEs [ R ¥ Z 1.5
AEEFL U A H BDE209 5 & Bl 4 14.4 ~ 588
ng-g”' (LA T it, FIA), di PBDEs( X,BDEs
BDE209) &5 1 70% ~ 95% .5 B RE AU ERIT. = FA DI
FIERVT O UL BDE209 & b T— K F, L
BDE209 A 3= 2 21 43 1 B AR #4 J 455 2C — 3 ( Chen
et al., 2006, Mai et al., 2005, Xiang et al., 2007,
Zhang et al., 2009) . J Wt T 3% [E R ECR B F 1)
22 IR Rk A 7= A TR (Chen et al., 2013, 5
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5 MNEEFLUTREE h BDE209 & & MR ES 3£ 2
B bR (E 2) , 5RZE0L, 5k PBDEs
REBR I B 45 e 3 4 i A = 5 0 A W) & (5 3 %
45 2013) ERYL) M BRI ZR VT 2R SE BEUTRAE E 32 ~
16 cm TR, LR o BDE209 ()75 & 545 Kl 1
(K2). DL 4 em-a™ BYUTR R AG B (M 25 55,
1998) , MR BERKZI7E 2000 4ER ) , IE & AR ZEA
J N DX 2 5 TV R R B B, FL T R Sl
TRARBELR 7 49 7= b AR % R, 5 B0 b X 4 1 Y
BDE209 V5 4¥. BR VL) I BL AR VT 2R 58 B DU BUAE
16ecm LA F BT th BDE209 A B i (1 T P& 4 34
(KB 2), 5K ULH & — 2 (Zhang et al.,
2009) .—J7 T FH T — 26535 B %) BELRA ) ( 7S iR 3R+
Tt TR EIOR SRR TR A A ) (1 B AR

FBEIRFNAE A 7= LA T3 2 BBk, o X)
BDE209 {8 7= A AR K52 5 55 — 7 1 Bl 45 1R AR
RER 0% FR B 52 M F 52 (R TR, A G 14 7 i PR
BT il TE A A T T S B PE L
WA ALY L O AR TR %) BDE209 2R E I
Tt e AR 55045 25 A L A Tl XA I 3 R A
BDE209 [1] -3 i i) #a #hH i (Bfof f 45, 2012) .38
HAE N K B R AL Y BDE209 UK H T 7 1 T
My DX HEC, TRV 32 30 1 i 48 Rk s G X R
SRR R RZ M. 55 AR G P YTIAT 1R A6V I B
ALK B, Tl FE 2 H F Tl A & ik, H
BDE209 Y5 A2 A M HE i 52 i SEAIG, 2k A
12 i iz AU (Chen et al., 2013, Mai et al. ,
2005).
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Fig.2  Temporal trends of BDE209 and 3. ,BDEs concentrations in sediment cores

5 AN FLUTFRA: X, BDEs & Ji Il ly 1.54 ~
94.8 ng-g ', FHMEN 15.4 ng-g™" P FERIT)
MBCRZRVLARSE B UM 2, BDE B % &2 75 F ol
6.4~94.8 ng-g", FHMH 29.7 ng- g BEE TV
T ACTTURAE P30 4.7 ng- g™ (S HEAEH 1.54~
15.3 ng+g™ "), AAEGTAAE A T W & Z 0], 3N
8.4 ng g (F VLM 2.6~27.4 ng-g ") FEAARIK T
FERVL O 85 4L 0.01 ~5.8 ng - g™ (Chen et al.,
2007) . Jb 3 FL KRB FL 0.5 ~ 6.33 ng - g”' ( Song
et al., 2004, Song et al., 2005a, 2005b) . H A ZL 5T
545 FL 0.051~3.6 ng-g™'(Minh et al., 2007 ) F1%5 Bk
H3 P9 Biti #8345 FL 0.39 ~ 3.9 ng - ¢ ( Bradley et al.,

2011).

BRUL) M Be LA AE B2 (0 ~ 24em) LA
Y,BDEs i H N2 FE TR M T2 (24~
64cm) YUFLY) H X BDEs 7 #1975 1k # $4  AH J=
BREE—A VR (E 2) .28 ~32 em REBEAL TR
13, BDEs B & OV REMW 2 45 XU, T
penta-BDEs Fll octa-BDEs 3222 PR X A= W {4 i 7 7E
B, A 2006 4R3I Tl S 35 CL AR A = {45
HAR KA S ) & 5 B2 T . X BDEs (0 T
penta-BDEs il octa-BDEs TV & 19 35 22 4K | 75 2R
VLM 2 2 BT RR R 3.

POIL AL AR B FLITAR A h X BDEs H R
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JRERIZILA LG ETHEH, 5 BDE209 #Y 7%
s —30, KW ZRPRBEIE DI h AR /]
AEJZ 1T BDE 209 %5 514X BDEs 7EFREE At %
18 R fiff = A 19 X, BDEs , 3 1T Bifl b 26 42 Ui 3 4% %
M2k ( Bezares-Cruz et al., 2004, He et al., 2006).
T3 — )T AR RIS I X BDEs MHL - SR} 55 7
it H 2 R A BR B T AR T TR L
Peng S5 Al 3R VL = A U5 /K b 31 T HE i A PR B8 Y
PBDEs £ 2280 kg-a'(Peng et al., 2009) . R VL.ZR5E
Bl X BDEs B HTE 24 em IRELL E 22
Ja b T R RE A R TR A DA AR AR RAR R
AR AT
3.2 PBDEs k41 i 4 1E

Kl 3 s T 5 AMEFLUTREE H X BDEs B2
B, 5 e B R IZ VY PBDEs 4 B AH I
(Chen et al., 2006, Chen et al., 2013; Mai et al.,
2005; Xiang et al., 2007 ; Zhang et al., 2009) 455k

EBDE28 FABDE47 E@BDE66 [JBDE100[—]BDE99
| EIBDE154[Z/BDE153MMBDE138 EZ2 BDE183
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20%

Content of 9BDEs
i

10%

RSSNoweg
e

DG

B3 BRI=FiMsEFLH X ,BDEs KR RYIER
Fig.3 Congener profiles of X ¢BDEs in the sediments cores in the

Pearl River Delta

BJ

fLUTF) Y BDEs " BDE99 & &1 e i, & &l
FEl ok 20.8% ~ 24.8% , H: Yk j& BDEA47, 7 & 3 [l #F
11. 8% ~19.0% Z |a] ,BDE66 7F 5 bl & i i
FHITTE 11.8% ~13.4% Z 8], 5 /A9 & BDE154, ¥{I%
F 5% . % F P9V DAL | R 20T —FE,
TR ZH 43 ( BDE28 47 F1166) 5 i PBDES (1) 42%.
ZRYTUCRRE A9 5] 15 A 4 B FFAiE BDE (28 +47+66) 5
32% i BDE(153+138) F1 183 4331124 23%Fl1 38%.

SHE PR, BRI M BE AR T R 25 B
LB BDE183 A B m (1 & G 1 M) &
SR BN 5 4 (p<0.01 ), RS W AR P9 BT DT A
ROBF 5T 25 AR #2500 ( Bradley er al., 2011) . AN
BEKAR R Z VIR Y OB 75 45 S 52 B0 2R L 0 &%
18 (Chen et al., 2013).—7J7 1 A] BE IR T 7 M 45 55 1)
AR DT 5 5 55— T T AR DO A AR e
i = IR 18 BDEs 1Y B fi# ( Bradley et al., 2011,
Chen et al., 2013).

JtiTH BDE28 Fll BDE66 S H I8 A [v] g A< 1) A
X e, SPHVLAN L PBDEs 2 Al 1 43 A =X
BOMARRL, PEYT AT 32 B 4 Tk & R A X A
FIHBIX, 20K BRI = A I S H Al b DX i KR
I B AT ALK ()75 Y. LA BT PBDESs 76 K I
B I R A A P S A IR AE R AR TR AR
PBDEs ( Wania and Dugani, 2003).5 ™44fL M i
™ BDE28 il BDE47 F4)AH X} 75 12 5 AR T 1) #a 34
M BT B AN, 1 BDE183 AH X &t 12 W i /b
(B 4) ALIR AL BDE28 1 BDE47 % 1F AH X (p<
0.05) , M5 EIRACH BDE183 & 7454 (p<0.05).
FEHIAE Bl AL 0T BB A7 AE B %17 O ( Bradley et al.,
2011, Chen et al., 2013).
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Fig.4 Congener profiles of PBDEs in the sediments cores in the Pearl River Delta
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WEFT A BRYT =/ 5 AU T BDE209
SRR, 5 E PBDEs 9 70% DL ELUUEAE A R
1M _F,BDE209 5 B B AR VLR 5E BOFIER UL
TN BELA Y o BDE209 &5 T ARk A R R
#. BDE99 . BDE47 Al BDE66 & £ i v Ik R 18
PBDEs 2 SR AR VLR SE BEMIBRTL) N B 1) 4
fL BDE209 f1 Y. BDEs 7 w8 K DT AE &, F 2
P2 R 58T N SE Tl &k b IXIT  BE
PBDEs, 1 P4 YL A1 6 VL 45 £l PBDEs 7 & AH X 4%
%, BB a0t R KM B T8 Ja 4] i fi i i
PBDEs.5 MUICAA: FP VR X BDE 52 6 78 B 3 i i
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