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Tab. 1 Statistics of tide gauge data in the Pearl River Delta

TR AR iR

P i Aty 2P PERHEBR () (mmiyn)
1 pil 23°06'N 113°28'E 1959-1988 2006-2011 36 1.92
2 Y 22°44'N 113°34'E 1963-1988 2001-2005 2007-2011 36 2.28
3 BT 22°35'N 113°31'E 1959-1988 2001-2005 2007-2011 40 1.20
4 [ s 22°13'N 113°18'E 1959-1965 1974-1988 32 1.92
5 ST 22°14'N 113°24'E 1961-1988 2001-2005 2007-2011 38 0.17
6 R 22°39'N 113°33'E 1961-1988 2001-2005 2007-2011 38 1.20
7 W4 22°08'N 113°17'E 1965-1988 2001-2005 2007-2011 34 3.48
8 o 22°18'N 113°04'E 1961-1988 28 1.92
9 KA EE 22°05'N 113°29'E 1979-1988 2001-2005 2007-2011 20 5.58
10 U] 23°20'N 116°45'E 1966-1988 2006-2011 29 -0.24
11 B[ e 1% 21°48'N 112°01'E 1965-1988 2006-2011 30 3.60
12 IR 22°28'N 113°53'E 1966-1988 2006-2011 29 3.84
13 i 22°34'N 114°54'E 1974-1987 2006-2011 19 1.12
14 FEUE 20°52'N 110°10'E 1964-1987 2006-2011 29 -0.36
15 ] 23°12'N 116°37'E 1965-1987 2006-2011 28 0.68
16 =4k 22°02'N 113°24'E 1967-1986 2001-2005 2007-2011 31 2.46

17 Ii) 35 21°35'N 111°50'E 1959-2011 53 2.03
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Fig.1 The spatial distribution of tide gauges in the Pearl River Delta
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Tab. 2 Correlation coefficients of the tide gauge records in the Pearl River Delta

e B MY B VR G AT T B4 Wb JCREEE W05 dbHENE RIS WO BEIE ) kb WK
1 ¥4 1 09370920 0.902 0.921 0.927 0.881 0.899 0.723 0.406 0.769 0.724 0.471 0.284 0.436 0.677 0.511
2 EY 1 0.950 0.930 0.933 0.948 0.918 0.916 0.830 0.415 0.796 0.739 0.493 0.289 0.461 0.681 0.543
3 Bl 1 0875 0.961 0.979 0.843 0.898 0.652 0.335 0.689 0.600 0.392 0.252 0.333 0.554 0.424
4 TG 1 0.893 0.865 0.960 0.962 0.874 0.491 0.886 0.831 0.550 0.363 0.560 0.811 0.629
5 I 1 0.947 0.858 0.909 0.690 0.358 0.725 0.63 0.486 0.314 0.410 0.627 0.468
6 ALY 1 0819 0.891 0.652 0.267 0.658 0.565 0.372 0.232 0.321 0.529 0.414
7 S 1 0.944 0.922 0571 0.923 0.881 0.648 0.433 0.595 0.862 0.697
8 1 0.832 0485 0.873 0.827 0.561 0.482 0.493 0.778 0.614
9 R 1 0.648 0.926 0.917 0.741 0.359 0.867 0.917 0.841
10 G 1 0663 0.696 0.931 0.742 0.744 0.757 0.789
11 b 1 0.889 0.717 0.562 0.708 0.919 0.823
12 R 1 0.757 0.516 0.744 0.916 0.824
13 @ 1 0789 0.886 0.879 0.941
14 1 0.698 0.698 0.818
15 il 1 0.842 0.900
16 =4tk 1 0925

17 sk 1
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BRI BN A7 90% ,  BEMSAR ff-3th ¢ B [X el - v A8 A i) S5 BARAE , AR SCREHURT 34
LRSI TR = I i s g . Hob, 8 —BUSEOFL (El2a) 1579.9%,
HAE A MIE, BB — 7 ) i — B AR fE (BT e R ) A2 X S 1 A8 T ) 32
fiE o 55— MRS AR /R V- 1T I VA 2 POz MOl AR AR AL, S BRI 22 S 06 TR IT K 28
AR SRR 9E — 3, a4 Hr EOFL X Y BRE R4 (&12d) 15} 1993-2011 4F3% X duk i
i B FF AR, RHGAE RIS TR 4.5 mmiyr, 5 5% G
A 5 ) T T V- THT 1993-2002 4F | FHi# R (4.8+1.2 mmiyr) AHIE . 45 2R EOF2 (&
2b) SR ZRAL T 10 S VRS T A AR O, BONIE, MERTT O TR, SRRk
FE AR M AP RS 7 a1 5 O T AR A O AN ] . EOF2 2 AR R AR A L] F1 K
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BRUT. = 1IN 18V 1T AR A X6 JE 2R JE o = (2 A g 1o 7 DA 1 s L 2R st [ e 37 (] 2F)
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Fig. 2 The first three EOFs of satellite altermetry data and the corresponding time series
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Fig.3 Comparison of SLA between reconstruction and satellite altimetry data during 1993-2011
o W R SR PRV = AN P ARG DL, SR 03 o Iy A T s R 4, LA
W R AR 2H 5 T X 3R X A P T ey BE I ] 28 A i A . R A A R AR 3 R .
i 3 E B RBUT 22 DT 145 99.99% , BT TR 34> 2 A 43 B Al o i 3R 3k Jir A A Y
BHOME R o X3 E I IECE2, A5 2 BR VT = A P DX I-F- 122 167 51 CRSLA G 4
NS

R3 ERBTESEHENERS SN
Tab.3 Results of PCA of RSLA

EWIY S J5 25 TTHRF(%) FRUr 22 TR (%)
1 165.289 62.609 62.609
2 75.2 27.462 90.071
3 26.211 9.929 99.99
4 1.20E-13 4.55E-14 99.99

K4 R o Hrik A BRI = CRSLA
Fig. 4 CRSLA reconstructed by PCA of the Pearl River Delta
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YRR | YRR 2 e R, SRR R AR o 45 4% 5 0 E A YR 22 AR
¥I7E0.002 mZcAy, HA iR ZERKN = A5 RMEEES,, £90.0033 m, PR 2EH/N A h
uli, {2°40.0008 m, HENGER S MWEEEIRB I RIRZRE, S AEdRE R
IREW AR, IRE R K D525 0.0573 m, iR2ZH/N ARG~ 0.0159 m., Xf
Cheng %590 HZ S50 - 7 k45 6 S s s 5 DRI s 8ot S gl i B, /i
F°40.0499 m, ASCHEAR S EARE ., 1WA EEEIEN RS RBREE, YTE0.75 L
b, mUEE A 09924, WIRIR BF, ArA BN 4116 4 H PSR, SRR EMI
R 2ZE /N, W31 25 0 0.0003 m, 5 AR %254 0.0423 m, [ R*48 /&5 ok 0.8781,
S IFE AR A H EOF 70l Fline /N —3fe 1A i RSLANKG FE R Ry, B T VRSB UT-.
P15 Ay i) 338 sy 9 Ak 5 B HC AR 0T A DS P 8P ST b, NIRRT B A, A
e SEE = VA, S AROR SR E

%4 RSLAREZITE

Tab. 4 Error statistics of reconstructed RSLA

TR o P Pz R % ITES /e
ot i () (ME) (RMSE) (R?)
1 I35 636 0.0031 0.0279 0.9470
2 U 360 -0.0016 0.0159 0.9924
3 B 384 -0.0019 0.0312 0.9291
4 W1 360 -0.0022 0.0489 0.8373
5 HE 240 -0.0015 0.0573 0.7581
6 i 348 -0.0021 0.0433 0.8477
7 Jtiss 360 -0.0015 0.0562 0.7968
8 e 300 0.0008 0.0225 0.7604
9 Wl MR 384 -0.0019 0.0291 0.9306
10 FTE LTS 384 -0.0021 0.0358 0.9140
1 VAW o 360 0.0033 0.0527 0.7970
B 4116 0.0003 0.0423 0.8781

5 BEETH)5 W0 5 1959-2011 4F 7 341 i 55 B BE S 4T

Fig.5 Comparison of SLA between Zhapo station and the nearest reconstruction over 1959-2011
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MF AR E N, BRI T EENEEARSCAHFE, oA 0 W FE AR R 2 N
636 1>, W& W EEA S /MY 2401, HAY QU REASEUI1E 300 N Ay, (R EE AR ARK 1)
255 X G R A T W R o BB R I IR 3 = TP 48 AR 2R
2 BT ARUR 25 TP g R B0 R BUAE T A 0 A A i K, T A e e Y R
¥ (ME=-0.0016 m, RMSE=0.0159 m) HEAS 5540k 360 4>, AbFH 487K, k]
A, FEEDR RS O W s R B[R] B I TE B A G . BRI VA TR
LRIl PR EROAN E , R T BRIl o AR S st 18] e 371 ) s s R B S
34 FWI=AMEETEELLH

DX el V- T AR AL 32 AN RIS T ROBE vk il A 45 4 BRORUBE DA S M T R . AR 46 IX.
WRJE) R, R EENN S 2Z5% . X TFHRFR X, RHAANFERIETE,
DIV S 2N 00l | 5% TR GORE S B R VR, AR T AR A 25 A A A ] (3%
5)o FEOH X IARAE, BNy — B BEIE FH Y 5 0 T v 2 1 X el v i A f A
B ARSI EOF K 3 M e 7 i F i CRSLA, R HAES RS S 15 BRI = £f
T 53 4t -l 2 E T (El6a), Xk FFHdR N 3.72 mmlyr, #3E BETENHN
1959-1988 4F- B 1. = A1 P X 38 - X490 - 1o b 8 3.1 mmiyr®™ 5 A SCRIE 9 45 SR A
UL IPCCEEPUWRAR G485, 1961-2003 4F 4> Bk V-1 1] b T8 4 1.8£0.5 mm/yr, H
r11993-2003 4F 3% 9 3.1£0.7 mm/yr 5] — ik o [ S 27 AR Al 3 5 A BR R TR]
A, OB RS AR A ) /R BeIT 304K (1977-2008 4F) HH [l VH Vi T Y- 1H -2
T A 2.6 mmiyr, JTARA L 1.8 mm/yr*, (2010 4F A E O AR AN
1981-2010 4F " ZR VR F- T LA 2.5 mm/yr % BT, (rf BRI A ) SFpFFR s S
FAR AT IR 3 B2 h 10 A RSB St B AP v 0 o BR VT — AR N B8 AR Y T 06 - T A
b, SRS X AR A T X . 5 RSN T AR K A S K A
P (GIA) AEZM, FRHE VI A HAR R 1ICES-G(VM2)™, ERYT. — M I IX Y GIA
K IE J5-0.36mmlyr, DA, ficE 1959-2011 4Fi% X Sk i v F- i b T3 % 4 4.08 mmiyr.,

HE—25 X CRSLA [ 3 0 A6k B A7 2 e A A T 2 ML & L840 B, mT LUE S CRS-
LA FAE 1) DX 3365 - 1] 1959-2011 4F b FFi% (3.72 mm/yr) =T [#] 3% i B 30w 6 - 1fip b 7
B (2,03 mmiyr, El6c), ARCHERLIREA, BFFE X PN 45 500 vl 0045 i 71 1 A b o %
A=, MBS 2 10 km @YW 5 (CA0Rg vk 5 07 PG st ) 3 5 A5 i) v T A2 £k
BORZESFABA Y I, X 1 2s AR AL S BRI — o DRI A e — 3l ) &% SR

x5 AEARNVEHKI=AMETFEENHES

Tab. 5 Trends of sea level change in the PRD measured by different studies

75 ORI R E ENpEg R (mmiyr)

1 T GOk Bl X, 1954-1999 1.9

2 T Ok WA 1959-2011 2,014

3 1 R BRIT =49 1925-1996 1.8

4 R o 1959-1989 0.7-3.3
— . 1993-2000 11.3¢7

5 TR H ] e 2001-2005 118

6 LA o [ g i 1993-2009 5.5

7 TR o g I 1993-1999 10.0%

8 TR L alEs s 2000-2050 4.0-6.0™

9 SR K 1993-2009 3.0%9

10 AR 43k 2000-2050 1.5-3.0%2
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K16 CRSLA. [}y & TUR GRS RN B VA2 LR B8 (Fla, . e3R8 CRSLA,
Wil . TRFOEHCES, Kb, d. fRRCRSLA, M, TURGRITEBAEL)
Fig.6 Comparison of sea level changes in different stages from CRSLA (a, b), Zhapo station (c, d)
and satellite altimetry data (e, f)

PR X B VT AR AL T BEAEAE ORI e M. [R5 3R 1 rb4& i a0 45 ST Ll b
N, BRVL =AU DI~ T P R T R Bl O IR, R 5 R Tl O ) 5 SR
(3.84 mmlyr) #—3, IREEGAL T RO I, e KRG, 32y R i A5 DXl 2
FA /N, BEARH T VA 1l S5 LT T LS ARk . CRSLA MM A5 Y- 11 A5 Ak 6 5 705 75 iy
W ZE R —F, BEIASCE AT, RIS RELSIAT{E . CRSLAZS S T DAEBOE
vt 5[] 3 23 B 00 ) ity 5 R 8 I T o 97 A8 P A, BB 0 2 M 3 3k DXl g~ i 728 1k
fiE, B T X I AR A A 52

FRAE CRSLA | W33k 41 B TR B} o3 OO BRVE = A I 53 AF A [m] isf - v A2
PRI T BB AT, — R R EAE 7E AN [R] s 0 SR T I T A S TR AR (R ARAE . Hih CRSLA
740 S 7 3 53 AF X 22 00 T — AN - AR (# 6b), 5 ET B 45 R —
s p R AR 1959-1973 4E 14 2.02 mmiyr #4115 1974-1992 4E (1) 4.29 mm/yr, 1993-
2011 4F b b 3R 280 2 7.32 mmiyr., [R]85 e 91 0 s 6 30 v 1 T A B0 i B B AR Ak (]
6d), 1959-1973 4F Il Rix K, 5% 4.47 mmiyr, 1974-1992 4F s % % 0.57 mmlyr,
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CRSLA 15 DX it - 1 A2 Ak e fi iy, Hor—J7 T2 fR TRV R H3 oK SCAR R
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Changes and trends of sea level in the Pearl River Delta
in the last 50 years
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(1. Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, CAS, Beijing 100101, China;
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Abstract: Low spatial resolution of tide gauge records and shortness of satellite altimetry data
are the main obstacles in studying regional long sea level change. The present study proposes a
reconstruction of consistent regional sea level anomalies (CRSLA) in the Pearl River Delta
over the period 1959-2011 by combining satellite altimetry dataset with tide gauge records us-
ing empirical orthogonal function (EOF) and principle components analysis method. The re-
sults indicate that the reconstruction method addresses issues such as the relative shortage of
satellite altimetry data and the sparse and discontinuous nature of tide gauge records, demon-
strating the applicability of this technique in investigation of long-term sea level change. More-
over, the rate of regional sea level rise obtained based on CRSLA (4.08 mm/yr) indicates accel-
eration over recent decades. Compared with the estimation from single tide gauge, the recon-
struction explains the leading characteristics of regional sea level change with a low noise lev-
el. Both river flow and El Nifio-Southern Oscillation events have considerable impacts on sea
level variability in the Pearl River Delta.
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