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Narrative Structure of The Garlic Ballads

Zhang Xuejun
(Liberal Arts School, Shandong University, Jinan , Shandong 250100 )

Abstract : The spirit of caring for the hardships of the farmers and pleading for the people was the very im-
petus for Mo Yan to write The Garlic Ballads, and this also led the work of his to be invested with a strong
critical spirit. From the angles of the narrator, the essay carried in Daily Mass, and the words of the min-
strel song of Zhang Kou, the blind man, the novel comprehensively recounted the Garlic Incident. The
three angles represent the elite, the official and the folk position respectively, and constitute three narra-
tive texts, which are of the novel narrative style, of the news and political commentary style and of the
folk art style of verse. And, from the various different styles grouped in a single narrative structure,
comes into being a cross — genre novel. Mo Yan blends together Western modernistic techniques with the
traditional national way of narration so as to make his narrative methods well — proportioned, and rich and

colorful.

Key words: Mo Yan; narrative impetus ; narrative structure; narrative style
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