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United States Defense R&D Investment: Strategy, Characteristics and Enlightenments

Lu Xiaogao. Li Xiangqian, Huang Chaofeng
(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, National University of Defense Technology, Changsha 410073, China)

Abstract: America’s leading military technology and advanced weaponry are closely related to its defense R&.D investments.
Strategically, the United States attaches great importance to the R&.D investments to maintain military superiority, and
can take a long-term perspective to response to the change of military requirements, and adhere to the combination of bal-
anced developments and key inputs. The United States ensure the high efficiency of defense R&.D investment through the
establishment of civil-military integration development system. The defense R&.D investment scale of the United States is
increasing gradually in the long term, but in the short term there is a certain periodicity. Compared with other countries,
the defense R&.D investment accounted for a higher proportion of America's defense expenditures. The United States place
the R&.D investments on the air force in priority. The R&.D investment of defense-wide became more and more important.
Look from the structure, the investment ratio that the United States put on defense science and technology and product de-
velopment is relatively stable, roughly at around 1:4. We can draw four main enlightenments from the strategy and the
characteristics of Americas defense R&.D investment.
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