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Twofold Influences of Scientific Spirit on Western Art

Chen Yan
(Center for Literary Theory And Aesthetics , Shandong University, Jinan , Shandong 250100 )

Abstract: From the perspective of “mimesis”, the Westerners have all along been considering art as the
means and tools of knowing the world since the age of ancient Greece. They therefore speculate music in
terms of algebra, architecture in terms of geometry, sculpture in anatomy, painting in perspective, litera-
ture in history, etc. The approach as such has reaped marvelous achievements of Western art and con-
cepts of fallacy as well. For, notwithstanding the intervention of scientific methods does provide art with
certain kind of support of means, the infiltration of its spirit often blocks the aesthetic purposes of art.
Consequently , it is impossible to truly understand the brilliant achievements of Western art without under-
standing the positive influences of science on art; in the same vein, it is again impossible to reflect on its
problems without knowing its negative influences on it.

Key words: Western art; scientific spirit; philosophical speculation; questions of aesthetics
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