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Overseas opportunities for AuPS members 
Exchange visitor program between the Australian Physiological Society 
(AuPS) and the Scandinavian Physiological Society (SPS).  
Objective  
The exchange lecture program has the dual purpose of participation of the 
exchange lecturer (EL) in the annual meeting of the society and of providing the EL 
with an opportunity to visit several departments in the hosting region. The EL of the 
year is chosen by the Australian and Scandinavian societies in alternate years. 
Procedure 
The exchange visitor program with regard to visits by Australian scientists to 
Scandinavia is implemented by the SPS General Secretary as follows: 

1. Normally, the process is started by the SPS General Secretary more than 
10 months before the annual meeting. 

2. From the themes of the main SPS annual meeting, the Chair of the 
Scientific Organizing Committee and the SPS General Secretary identify 
either a theme or a list of two or more potential Australian scientists suitable 
as plenary lecturers and/or symposium participants.  

3. Based on the theme or the list the AuPS selects the EL of the year. The 
selected Australian EL should generally be a member of the AuPS.  

4. The SPS invites the EL for the specific dates of its main meeting.  
5. The EL accepts (i) to provide a title of the presentation, and (ii) to spend 

additional time in Scandinavia visiting more than one department, 
preferably departments in more than one country. 

6. The EL provides to the SPS a list of specific departments that she/he may 
wish to visit, and for availability. 

7. The SPS announces the name of the selected EL to its members via SPS 
Newsletter and encourages members to request a departmental visit and to 
indicate possible time frame.  

8. The SPS selects the Scandinavian departments to be visited by the EL. 
9. The SPS reimburses costs of travel, registration and accommodation of the 

Australian EL in connection with the SPS main annual meeting. 
10. The SPS reimburses costs of travel within the Nordic countries, while the 

host departments cover local expenses (hotels etc.). 
11. The SPS generates a provisional timetable, which is sent to the EL for 

approval and of a final timetable to be sent to host departments responsible 
for local arrangements. 

12. After the visit, each host department without unnecessary delay submits to 
13. the SPS a short visit report (½ page) to which the schedule 
14. of meetings with named young physiologists are attached (½ page). Visit 

reports are forwarded to the AuPS 
15. The AuPS will generally place an upper limit on the total reimbursement it 

provides for travel and hotel accommodation which will be agreed with the 
Scandinavian EL beforehand.  
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16. The AuPS EL will be asked to provide a brief account of his visit suitable for publishing in the 
AuPS News Letter. 

17. The SPS EL will be invited to submit a manuscript on the topic of his/her talk which, after 
review, will be published in the Proceedings of the Australian Physiological Society and an 
identical version in Clinical and Experimental Physiology and Pharmacology. The AuPS EL will 
be invited to submit a review on the topic of his/her talk which, after review, will be published in 
the Acta Physiologica. 

A mirror image of this procedure is used for visits of 
Scandinavian scientists to Australia. 
 
AuPS President, David Allen has been selected by the 
Scandinavian Physiology Society as the 2011 exchange 
visitor.  
Annual Meeting Bergen, Norway • 
August 12 – 14, 2011  
http://www.uib.no/biomedisin/en/resources/confer
ences-and-seminars/scandinavian-physiological-

society 

 

 

Membership 

Proposed candidates for FAOPS Council (2011-2015) 
 

Position Name Country Term served 
Executive Committee 
President 
Past-President 
1st Vice President 
2nd Vice President 
Secretary General 
Treasurer 
 
Council members 
 
 

 
Julie YH Chan 
Y Okada  
BR Park  
To be proposed by PST* 
Harbindar Jeet Singh 
David Cook 
 
Arif Siddiqui 
Xiao-Min Wang 
G. Ilavazhagan 
Arie Moran 
S. Zahedi Asl 
Nipon Chattipakorn 

 
Taipei 
Japan 
Korea 
Thailand 
Malaysia 
Australia 
 
Pakistan 
China 
India 
Israel 
Iran 
Thailand 

 
Second 
Second 
First 
- 
second 
Second 
 
First  
First  
First  
Second 
First  
First 

 
*The Physiological Society of Thailand 
The internationalisation of science continues to intensify.  The formal commitments of AuPS are to IUPS 
and FAOPS where we are represented by Caroline McMillen and David Cook respectively.   We need a 
continuing focus on the IUPS and FAOPS meetings and activities to ensure that our international 
connections continue to strengthen and develop.   
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Perth Convention Centre:  4-9 December 2011. 
Key dates are as follows: 
 Sunday December 4, AuPS-registration, welcome reception and AuPS lecture 
 Monday 5 Dec - Wednesday 7 Dec, AuPS Symposia and free communications; joint symposia 

with ASCEPT and HBPRCA. 
 Combined conference dinner - Wednesday Dec 7 (evening) 
 Thursday Dec 8 - Friday Dec 9 - HBPRCA sessions 

 

AuPS Invited Lecturer:  Prof. Mark Hargreaves,  
Dept. Physiology, The University of Melbourne, Vic 3010 Australia 
 
Symposia 
Proposer/Chair Symposium Title 
Potocnik Regulation of intracellular Calcium signalling in Vascular tissue 

Pillow The role of inflammation in the development of respiratory related disorders 

Fernandes Challenges in Pharmacology and Physiology education 
Ju and Vandenberg Cardiac Arrhythmia mechanisms 
Hool and Vandenberg Abnormalities in ion transport and signaling in muscle ageing and disease 

Hill and Van Helden  Mechanisms underlying Vascular dysfunction in Disease and Injury 

Ravenscroft Functional consequences of genetic muscle conditions 
Broer Epithelial transport - expanding the boundaries 

Hool Elucidating abnormalities in cardiac metabolism 
Molenaar and Delbridge Fundamental mechanisms of function of the normal and diseased heart 
Morrison Being a Small Baby or Being Born Preterm: Which is worse is for your 

health? 
Hargreaves and 
McKenna 

Exercise and cardiovascular function in health and disease 

 
The full programme will be posted after abstracts submission has closed and the programme committee 
has met. 
Breaking news about this exciting meeting is available at: http://www.aups.org.au/Meetings/201112/ 

Local Organisers 

 AuPS Don Robertson and Livia Hool, University of Western Australia.  
 ASCEPT - Ian Mullaney. Murdoch University. and Lynette Fernandes, University of 

Western Australia.  
 HBPRCA - Doug McKitrick, University of Western Australia.  
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FEAST members, 
 
As it will be of interest to many of you, the first newsletter from the EU project PACE-Net is attached. The 
purpose of PACE-Net is to develop a Pacific-Europe network which will establish a bi-regional dialogue 
on science and technology between the Pacific and Europe. 
 
The newsletter includes an article on the first bi-regional platform and workshops on Health and the 
Environment to be held in Brisbane from July 4th-8th 2011, as well as opportunities for organisations in 
the Pacific to participate in FP7 programmes. 
 
If you live or work in the Pacific, are interested in working in the Pacific, or have research interests that 
you think may be applicable to the Pacific, and would be interested in joining the network, please fill in 
the application form on the website: www.pacenet.eu. 
 

 
 
It has been a sad start to the year with two well respected members of the Society passing on. 

Vale, Malcolm Sparrow (1937-2011) 
Malcolm Sparrow was an erstwhile member of the society. 
 
A distinguished former member of the Department of Physiology at UWA passed away last weekend. 
Malcolm Phillip Sparrow was a highly regarded scholar whose work was at the forefront of research into 
basic mechanisms of airway smooth muscle development and pathology. He supervised many PhD 
students who went on to distinguished careers. Malcolm and his students made important contributions 
to a number of areas of muscle physiology and pharmacology, including cardiac muscle plasticity, the 
contractile proteins and regulatory pathways in smooth muscle, and the role of the endothelium in airway 
hyper-responsiveness. In the later stages of his career, he and his PhD students pioneered the use of 
confocal microscopy to study the morphological and neurotransmitter development of fetal airways and 
published a suite of landmark publications on this topic. Malcolm is survived by his wife Joy and 4 
children. Our condolences go to all family and friends. 
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Don Robertson  UWA, March 2011. 

Professor Mark Rowe  
1943-2011 

When Emeritus Professor 
Mark Rowe was killed in a 
cycling accident in Ku-ring-
gai Chase National Park on 
New Year's Day, Australia 
lost one of its finest 
neuroscientists. Academia, 
too, lost a person of rare 
and unshakeable integrity, 
while his friends lost a 
convivial, generous and 
cultivated man. 

Mark Rowe was a scientist with an enormous 
body of achievement but also with a profound 
love of concert music and opera, art and 
architecture. Sport and athleticism were also 
important to him. 

Mark Joseph Rowe was born in Sydney on 
February 18, 1943, the eldest child of Clyde and 
Dorothy Rowe. Clyde, an accountant and bank 
manager, had played first-grade rugby union for 
Northern Suburbs and Dorothy was a dynamo 
who, when securing a position as a librarian in 
the NSW public service, reduced her age by 20 
years. Because of his father's occupation, 
Mark's childhood was peripatetic: attending 
primary school in Narrabri and secondary school 
with the Marist Brothers in Maitland and 
Parramatta. 

He enrolled in the pharmacy course at Sydney 
University in 1960, concluding with an honours 
year in pharmacology with the charismatic Dr 
Ted Johnson, who clearly saw great potential in 
his young student and cultivated the rigour of 
thought that remained Rowe's lifelong 
characteristic.  After an MSc period in the 
laboratories at Callan Park Mental Hospital, 
Rowe moved to the fledgling school of 
physiology at the University of NSW for PhD 
research. 

After submitting a thesis of Proustian 
proportions, Rowe sailed to the US with his wife, 
Janet (nee Lockhart), a research biochemist. 
There, supported by a postdoctoral fellowship of 
the US Public Health Service, he spent 18 
productive months in the neurobiology 
laboratory of Australian Nobel laureate Sir John 
Eccles in Buffalo. There, he met Robert 
Schmidt, who, having earlier been an Eccles 

PhD student at the Australian National 
University in Canberra, had recently taken a 
chair of physiology in Kiel, Germany. Rowe then 
spent a year in Kiel on a fellowship from the 
Alexander von Humboldt-Foundation. Late in 
1972, the Rowes returned to Sydney, where he 
took a lectureship at the University of NSW and 
began a stellar career, which led to a 
professorship in 1988 and one of the elite 
Scientia chairs in 2001. 

Over that time, he published more than 110 
research papers, secured 45 substantial 
research grants and supervised almost 30 
higher-degree and honours students. His 
international reputation was immense. Rowe 
studied the sensory nervous system, the means 
by which the brain receives reliable information 
about the inner world of our bodies and the 
external world. Most of his efforts were directed 
towards the skin and the ways we perceive 
indentation, pressure and vibration but he also 
studied the electrical sensors in the bill of the 
platypus and the sensors around bones. 

He was always quick to adopt new methods of 
both discovery and analysis and never shirked 
experimental or conceptual difficulties. One such 
task was his determination to simultaneously 
record from primary nerve cells in the spinal 
cord and cells in the upper parts of the brain to 
which they were functionally linked. He did so, 
with astonishing success. 

What he found should revolutionise the way in 
which we understand the sensory and motor 
operations of the nervous system. 

In addition to his formidable moral and 
intellectual calibre, Rowe was very generous. 
This was reflected in his hospitality. With Janet 
as the mastermind (and Mark the proud barista), 
the Rowes' dinner parties were legendary: the 
wines were always ''masked'' and great store 
was set by accurate appraisal and identification. 
And not only the wines. Whenever music was 
played, it was, with a notable exception, ''blind''. 

That exception, especially when those dinners 
ran to the small hours, was an almost obligatory 
playing of Elgar's Pomp and Circumstance No. 1 
and the closing scene of Wagner's 
Gotterdammerung - at high volume. 

Mark Rowe is survived by his 99-year-old 
mother, Janet, children Clare and Lachlan, sister 
Alison and brother Gerard. 
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John Carmody   January 27, 2011 
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This issue of AuPS News was compiled by Simon Potocnik with many thanks to the 
generous contributors.  
The next issue of AuPS News will be distributed to members in June 2011. All contributions 
for AuPS News should be sent to: newsletter@aups.org.au by the end of May, 2011. 

AuPS Sustaining members 


