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5 RABLGAKFEIR R A, RBRIE kBt “WSIL R AR IE ST 4, 32
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HI TS B NGl . S BF AT 55 fa b, RN R BB Ui H 2838 KI5e 4 R ), BR
S IR WO BARR C A TR “ B8 RPEESLET” WA, B3 “ B RV VER b MR A AE
K A&7, (Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership, DL FFR TTIP) REEH
X7 R Ty BRI IR B ILECE, DUA B FRARE B A . S KA 4 HAE [H R 57
Ry A AL H 8. TTIP BR Bl AT RRSE LU TR 35 5 [ b2 STk R ARt AE HAE T
PR, BT AR [ B 22 A SR P AR IR RS R o A N S5 KSR 22 SR R VI HRTE [ B2 A% = o
2 o s A (1 Bl k32 3 TTIP I RS .

— M “ETEXEFTS” B TTIP
(=) MEFHIRRE “FhEEARFNIS”

INBRERSE R TEHR 2R < M HURKSEIL 7] 17 47— B IS = JE B P O B 2 . £ 1995 4RIk

6 Oyl B ST ) o RPETEIFE”  (New Transatlantic Agenda, NTA) ™, XU E K
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PR BISE “HEERVERET 7 (New Transatlantic Marketplace, NTM) LASRALRKZE “B5 K
VOVER R WATHYERE, NI BRI EBUR K ARBUR 2 T FEJTRE R, LA s Ik 2 225 5 B hG
HENAEFFEAE. BTG T 1997 FE25F“ Bl "(Mutual Recognition Agreement ),
PR ST AT ELBUMERRE AT RENE, FFXF 6 T AT AR HEIA. @ 1998 4E 3 H,
FERMATRKE 51 5 22 oA H B L i) £ S AES) T, BRE SRR “Fis Ry ” ’a
i, WEIFAERRSEIRIEEAT “TFEEA T, $E AE 2010 S HTERKSE A 7€ 4= BOH Tl i it 5%
Bi BUEXUGA RS 5 5 G i X S8 BAK H AR @ H i1 2 R SO S I G - a8 i —A{ri
) A 1996 EAFTL FIEEEAIERIER) SRR T E kR e L i 23 B VR gt
NTM ) “Jaihafth” 5 (R — el b3 B HE 2% 1 R 2t SOt 257 NTM. - IR L G 7y
LN EESE “BRSEFL AT B0 Tk AR AR AT “FniRENIE ” 7k, FFAARR
SEXCAHUHIRL IS WTO 22 WL, iy vk PR DB R B 57 5 2% B4 1) 0 [ A A EEL3E “ g
XoF S B BT RN R 2 B o TR 22 SOt R BR R U “NTM RGN ™ e, ANF T-4E
SRR SL R ANV BCR ECE” o AMEE L RIS E X NTM AR . BRZE 2 1D e O R
B, AT R RIA T B RAER ) “BRVEVERTHKEER R - @ ME, RERK
FIE T 2005 FHEH “ERPEFHAT— AR KARIL . FHT 2007 0057 LATEFRR & B
SEIL U NEEEARE “EERIEATRRART , oHIREAHES S BB S M
FRIN W3R T T 2 21

(Z) HATRELFEEEHESE TTIP

FES R RN RN 55 SEHL ), RRSE BT I 22 5 SR AT R0k 4 b TR =0 Bk, 3 L
DT FHRE] REIE K AR o [, R S H AL BGOSR

@ EEAS: The New Transatlantic Agenda,, http://eeas.europa.eu/us/docs/new_transatlantic_agenda_en.pdf.

@ Claudia Louati and Alexander Whalen: EU-US trade relations: towards a free trade agreement? 5 November
2012, http://www.nouvelle-europe.eu/node/1562.

® The New Transatlantic Marketplace: Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European
Parliament and the Economic and Social Committee, 11 March 1998.
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:1998:0125:FIN:EN:PDF .

@ New Transatlantic Marketplace: France Keeps Brittan’s Ship at Bay, International Centre for Trade and
Sustainable DevelopmentBridges Weekly Trade News Digest ¢ Volume 2 « Number 16 * 4 May 1998,
http://ictsd.org/i/news/bridgesweekly/92188/ .

© f£ 2007 4F 4 JJHIRKSEIE 2 b, I SE LR G /M A5 R B e 3 2 R PR o AR S [R5 4
HEEE K PG PEL B — AL HEZE ST 7 (Framework for Advancing Transatlantic Economic Integration Between the
United States of America and the European Union), [F& &7 “ I KV 4HFZ R4 ” (Transatlantic Economic
Council) BLFES: 2005 (AR “ " BLE. “HEMSCHE™, 2t SE00T #9RL “ PIRZLE B LT
WeA R, JFmERSEWE S 151, EAESRTT B A BG4 5t 455 BB Allan Hubbard, W7 £ AR Z 2
Bl 3 e & A E N Ginter Verheugen. “HEZE ST KZE 1B ML 15 W36 E A Wk,
http://georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2007/04/20070430-4.html,
http://www.state.gov/p/eur/rt/eu/tec/index.htm,
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HH M “SRLRRSE T R RIFZ IS KU PEIfE R RIAFWE ) FHRBT R 127, HAES
BFEVEA BRI M XOL B 5 Bl . 03X — 2555 B Al k., SEEURF s SR . T
PRLTE 2012 47 6 JRAGI “ iR ” v, BPRFRRSERUT L — I “ BRA LM |z L
BEATURA), DL CSBUE . RS MBCR T TF, RO 5 ARG I Bk, )42
B 07D BRI PMALE” . BAR B bR “HUN XL ER 5 rh 1 i B R i AU
FRIREIMIBRERS ” 5 (TR ELFR SR th BEAT 210 B S e RN H b @i 7E 2013 4F 2 A 11 Hix
TARHAATY “Heetfss” ob, e 2N 7R RR SR () HEA TR AU S 45— 100 “ ATl bhe ” 19 H
b, LAIKE] “THBRECFEACI B S GiRE 2 © “THBR. BRSBTS 5 . RS S
RGBS o “BRE (7)) MARRERIPMATE” | “TERTH SRR, ARy Ik
FEXLB BIANEER’  (behind the border) ” PAK “ et [ 0r (K A ERYE 17 B 1 g 3
FUONFE N IRSAE” S5 H 0, R R N © RN EARBEER” DR “4
BREA G = KA P g FEAR AR A A 250 0 S BT A gelie RIE Tk H R (H
W) hEA, K SRR R AT R K VPR 5 SRR RIRHA” o BRIy
ST 13 HEATE 30 A W F LT TTIP 3. o6 H 14 H, LR E N
HRRF G, BRZE 2 RAF 5HMEAT TTIP RAIIIRAL. 6 A 17 H, BRIETE/\EER TR W2
WA ERE A BRA, JEHRIT 2014 SFIRATTEA. M 1995 EI s KPR B
2013 S/ TTIP, fEZPEHEERMITE, BEH “BRNELGEE TR &1 “mta)
T” 7.

= TTIP MU 5 A kR R A

(=) TTIP & F it STEAl IR

i SRR L A B B AR R RO R BRI A TP At Ui as , RS & F ik

©  “EU-US Summit: Fact sheet on High-Level Working Group on Jobs and Growth”,
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2011/november/tradoc_148387.pdf.

@ Interim Report to Leaders from the Co-Chairs EU-U.S. High Level Working Group on Jobs and Growth, 19
June 2012. http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2012/june/tradoc_149557.pdf.

@ Final Report High Level Working Group on Jobs and Growth, 11 February, 2013,
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2013/february/tradoc_150519.pdf.

@ Obama: The 2013 State of Union, http://www.whitehouse.gov/state-of-the-union-2013.

® Statement from United States President Barack Obama, European Council President Herman Van Rompuy and
European Commission President JoséManuel Barroso . http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release MEMO-13-94_en.htm.
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1. HISGDPIY K o W Wi By SR AE 34168242 2119242k J6 9 3E I 5 k49542 A294912
BR T FRIGDPIY K o U SR 42 B AR T 1% R A K R AR RS SRR 43 31 KA AR 545K T AI655
RROGH— IR RSN o @ 2. (RZESMERIGK o WK% 3 HH P4 i 28%, A1 T 1870124 Kk 7T
(1B B IR S5 B2 5 o 2 XTI L U89 K36, 57%, AH 24T 159042875« WE Mo 57 s [X
BR 5 F 188 N33OI RR TG o R SE X0 A1 H I S BLKS 43 $12 12 6% 1 8% , 1 7 WA R .4 43 ol 184 1 2200
1 RI24001Z KT H D8 o o2 GrIR 3R H80% K Bk H T FRMIRIECBIRE 2, U PR B (e 5 o
A, BB IR B 5 A AL A SR T . 3. Smibyle . 25E 57 3)
NiYy. BREEENEURIEISL, TTIPEREE 1 TR 5580 il kAt 2 iiad . a0
%, TTIPAOCR M RRSE s R I Ik L2 1) B AL A, @36 [H B D BUMN o8 E B2
“ONF B S R TGV B 4 A R T RN 35 BSOS ARSI, oty B AT S
IR HERR S 22 BEVE B KR 55 Bl A= e (W4, I D BRR 36 57 3 g Tl i SR [ 3 Ak . AN
AN AS PABRTHEE AR 7 /K S 2 SR R i AL 2, 38 1K 57 B 0 A% ORRRFE IE 8 1) T 34 i B R
GUFES T, AT BN i SRR . X R 57 3 AT A S IR e A . 4. 6
I TURR o BT TTIPKE S SRR SE A P LT, DR T SRS i ) T 4 B Ml S S R de o 10
W A3 e FEIEE, TTIPAS R XA H 1A= H ARV FE 5 o B SR 1 43 VR 2 i A &
42%, XFSEH IR 149% . K SRV L. 5%)  JEblE (12%) & in A
T (9% « HAbHI SRS E (6% o ofEFEE I, WS IR TR A
i (59%) « &Efila (22%) « AL (11%) . HLE (8.8%) HAtizfiiks (8.6%) « K

SR RBAIAE R 22 (A2 eAriEZE ) BRI AR AT, K2 BRSE I TTIPH 52 B K

@ Office of United States Trade Representative: Obama Administration Notifies Congress of Intent to Negotiate
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership, 20 March 2013.
2 HEA 2% TTIP 5 ai it U o A sy, Bt S I0EMEE RAAME . A 051 RO e v
B ok 1 D [ 22 PR BRI 7 Hh O T 2013 AR R AT IR 15 5 124 7 2 WK B 738 4 1k e — 51 AL AT Y

WL TR BRI,
@ Joseph Francois (project leader): Reducing Transatlantic Barriers to Trade and Investment: An Economic
Assessment. vvi, p2, March, 2013, Centre for Economic Policy Research, London.
@ Office of United States Trade Representative: Fact Sheet: United States to Negotiate Transatlantic Trade and
Investment Partnership with the European Union. February 13, 2013.
http:/Avww.ustr.gov/about-us/press-office/fact-sheets/2013/february/US-EU-TTIP.
©® Obama: The 2013 State of Union, http://www.whitehouse.gov/state-of-the-union-2013.
© EUROPEAN COMMISSION MEMO: Independent study outlines benefits of EU-US trade agreement. 12
March 2013. http://www. 20130300 MEMO on Study[1].pdf.
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MERRAIC T2013FTH 58 M, JRE T 10 BT kA RERIEEE RN, RA
“THFJRIBFI” 5 AS LRSS S B ) 3 o, e RE 75 SRAS UMK 22 SRR e 2, I HGR T
BRIE % HINFHBOA . LUtk B3 (HIRSE B K TTIPHLN — DI AE X A 2R « [
LRGS0 I C“BSTTRR” , BIERRAE T T “BaURIh” HiFT .

/
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MERSE A 225 S A TTIPYR B I e HARR TG, &4 AR 3 = R “ Xd
HEWE” , RELHALHF HRREZ, HITIPE LA “HZEuG . g, Buafis
DFEEZA R SRR SE TR (S 2 o oARHE DA A AT 2047, TIP3 ZE i 2 ]
B

B, BORBKEAUES, REKRSER DA EARSE, FaE HAEH RA i H A .
BR324 RIEG TR FEARTEK, IEQIRRSE S ATE B AR B TTIPER N 1 a4 S, RK
FF KA THARCDPF AN 5 24 5 2 IR B AL —F, HR G EH L 2RE 5 =N1/3,
XA BT AR S BN 1/6. (HERMAT G REL TG R TE S o . 38 E bR m
FENAG T, BREH27E 20094 2 20124F HIGDPAE K R -0, 485%, FH A {EH & SEHLAT
20084E 118, 35 142370 R B F20124E (1916, 41 /5443670, “RE EEEHELF, (HH 20084
2220 1245 [FIGDPAE K R MAUA0. 327%,  HEMEN R SEEHLAT A 14. 29512 e K 5]

@ Joseph Francois (project leader): Reducing Transatlantic Barriers to Trade and Investment: An Economic
Assessment. vvi, p66, March, 2013, Centre for Economic Policy Research, London.
@ Joseph Francois (project leader): Reducing Transatlantic Barriers to Trade and Investment: An Economic
Assessment. vvi, p3,p28, March, 2013, Centre for Economic Policy Research, London.
® Madariaga Report: Transatlantic FTA: Boosting Growth at what Cost? 24 June 2013.
http://www.madariaga.org/events/upcoming-events/843.
@ IMF: Report for Selected Country Groups and Subjects,
http://Aww.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2012/02/weodata/weorept.aspx?sy=2008&ey=2013&scsm=1&ssd=1&sor
t=country&ds=.&br=1&c=001%2C163%2C998&s=NGDP_RPCH%2CNGDP_RPCHMK%2CNGDPD&grp=1&
a=1&pr.x=78&pr.y=9.
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FUOUAIFRAER A« “TEBR. PRSI AE GBI BENRER” 7 LR “ S BRI
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SOHESTRER RS “P5 KPTHAKER R, IEAMS NG A T —B “9HM” . MR
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© ¥R¥E% Madariaga Report: Transatlantic FTA: Boosting Growth at what Cost? 24 June 2013. 1151 H «
2 ARGE TTIP K70 I BR S Hi >k 1192 AC AT 949 {456 TE I i SR M TIUYIIAE 2012 SR 4l Beat b 5545 Hi o
® Madariaga Report: Transatlantic FTA: Boosting Growth at what Cost? 24 June 2013.
http://www.madariaga.org/events/upcoming-events/843.
© RREEF R S5 R, 5] @ Davide Tentori, Trade Deal Ambitious but Falls Short of 'Economic NATO',
Chatham House, 11 June 2013. http://www.chathamhouse/.org/media/comment/view/192287.
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@ Leo Michel, TTIP: A Ray of Hope for European Defense? July 11, 2013. The Atlantic Council,
http://www.acus.org/blogs/new-atlanticist.
@ Davide Tentori, Trade Deal Ambitious but Falls Short of 'Economic NATO', Chatham House, 11 June 2013.
http://Amww.chathamhouse/.org/media/comment/view/192287.
@ Joseph Francois (project leader): Reducing Transatlantic Barriers to Trade and Investment: An Economic
Assessment., p3, March, 2013, Centre for Economic Policy Research, London.
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On the 26" of October 2013 the annual symposium of the Tsinghua-Groningen Research
Cooperation on China-EU Relations took place at the Unisplendour International Center in
Tsinghua s University Science Park. The Symposium attracted leading Chinese and European

academics and diplomats as well as young researchers.

' fiss — =X == % T
Symposium on Misunderstandings in China-EU Relations

Tsinghua-Groningen Research Cooperation on China-EU Relations

-

1y}

The relationship between China and the EU can no longer be a niche academic topic in

international politics studied by an academic minority. The two sides of the Eurasian landmass
account for more than 1/3 of global GDP, 1/4 of global population and close to half of global trade
flows. Yet the 10-year-long comprehensive strategic partnership between the two behemoths has
experienced a prolonged phase of inertia, mainly because of misunderstandings about political
values and the long-term strategic calculations in Brussels and Beijing. The Tsinghua-Groningen
Symposium invited distinguished academics, think-tank experts and diplomats to share their

insights on how China and the EU could neutralize the misunderstandings and promote a stronger
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partnership shaping a multipolar world.

Prof. Shi Zhiqin, director of the Institute of International Studies of Tsinghua University called
the Tsinghua-Groningen symposium an extraordinary agora, attracting the cream of European and
Chinese experts on Sino-EU relations. The symposium sets the foundations for a constructive
track-2 dialogue, which aims to resolve the misunderstandings and help boost the Sino-EU
relationship to a new level of unprecedented, institutionalized partnership. He urged speakers to
engage in a warm dialogue and consider the implications for world harmony and peace of a strong
and committed EU-China couple. The Sino-EU marriage that Romano Prodi described in 2003
may have not yet taken place, however it is within the preferences of both sides Shi argued. China
and Europe are two of the world’s oldest civilizations and their philosophical models have greatly
shaped the identity of the world. This endows the two partners with a strong responsibility to

safeguard peace and harmony in a multipolar and diverse world.

Professor Jan van der Harst from the University of Groningen summed up the workshop and
made the closing statement. He pointed out that the cooperation between Tsinghua University and
the University of Groningen is unusually rich in that it includes teaching, research initiatives and a
workshop series. It has indeed provided a wonderful and highly constructive platform for
academic exchanges between leading Chinese and European scholars. Professor van der Harst
expressed his confidence that such venues promote the study and development of China-EU
relations and help policy makers address their misperceptions. The Sino-EU partnership is too big

to fail he insisted.

The core argument of the symposium was that both the EU and China support a multipolar world
yet their strategies in pursuing such an end differ, for they reflect diverse historical experiences.
China’s diplomatic imperative is based on the idea of absolute sovereignty. Accordingly, a state
must not impose its political, social and religious views on other states. This is sometimes at odd
with EU’s universal institutionalism as expressed in the preeminent role of individual human

rights.
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Chinese need to study more European history and Europeans more Chinese history and thus break
away from a Eurocentric or Sinocentric cosmotheory. Building a deeper understanding about the
values of each civilization is a first-order condition for resolving value misperceptions and
overcoming misunderstanding. At the same time diplomats in China and Europe need to promote
technocratic solutions to trade and commercial disputes. These two combined will maximize

China-EU strategic trust and boost the relationship to new grounds.

As Heraclitus once mentioned, “change is the only constant” in human affairs. This is also
reflected in China’s yinyang (FHFH) . The world is indeed changing at an accelerating pace. The
great divergence of history in the 18™ century is now closing sharply. In this new world a
responsible, fully institutionalized and comprehensive strategic Sino-EU partnership accepting

cultural pluralism may well become the safest guarantor to harmony and peace.

The success of the 2012 and the 2013 Sino-EU conferences raises the stakes of the
Tsinghua-Groningen partnership. Both sides look forward to the continuation and the upgrade of
this flourishing cooperation and hope to engage in more academic exchanges, conferences and

joint publications.

Speakers: Cui Hongjiang, Enrico Fardella, Frank Gaenssmantel, Manuel Garcia, Huan

Qingzhi, Tian Dewen, Zhang Lihua, Zhao Chen

Findings and Discussion

e Mutualizing Common Interests and Resolving Technical Disputes

Prof. Huan Qingzhi reviewed the recent history of the Sino-EU partnership and argued that the
time is ripe for the two sides to shape a more comprehensive & fully institutionalized

partnership not limited to commerce and economics but also extended to other fields, like
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security, space cooperation and culture. Yet EU-China diplomats need to make sure that each side
can understand the key common interests of the other and thus develop an institutionalized

China-EU mechanism to protect and enhance these interests.

Dr. Frank Gaenssmantel supported that whether and how disputes between the EU and China
can be solved may depend on the perceptions of policy makers about the nature of the issue at
stake. When it is perceived to be primarily technical, then negotiators will look for a solution
based on technocratic rules. When the issue appears political then diplomats will engage in
bargaining based on carrots and sticks. In addition it is crucial to examine the intangible meaning
attached to the issue at stake, i.e. the degree and importance of symbolic connotations: Weak
symbolic connotations facilitate rational negotiating behavior while strong symbolic connotations
make it more difficult to give up the original position. Case studies from China-EU relations (on
the establishment of the human rights dialogue, market economy status, and cooperation on
climate change) seem to suggest that similar issue perceptions facilitate agreement. Strong
symbolic meaning may indeed impede agreement. So in a way one could say, that issues are what
diplomats make of them. On these grounds the perspective for a full partnership and cooperation

agreement look pessimistic. On the other hand a bilateral investment agreement is within reach.

o Civilizational Values’ Misperceptions shape Misunderstanding

Prof. Tian Dewen argued that misperceptions on cultural values of China and Europe nurture
misunderstanding. This is evident in the way China and Europe have applied force in international
affairs. For the Chinese power is only a means to an end. The ideal is harmony. This is reflected
through a concrete support to hierarchy and social identity. “Let the king be a king, the minister a
minister, the father a father, the son a son” Confucius proclaimed. Social stability and ideal

harmony are the pillars of the Chinese political identity.

On the other hand, the foreign policy of the West as expressed through universalism is based on
power. In that sense, morality is a disguise promoting national interests. Christian universalism
promoted crusades, free trade universalism led to opium war; value universalism shaped the way

to neo-interventionism and New Imperialism. Ideclogical hegemony and neo interventionism lead
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to the Irag War in 2003, which was built on falsified evidence on WMD and on the pseudo-call for

democratization. Some European countries support neo-imperialism others are more cautious.

China and Europe need to abandon the neo-imperialistic era. In doing so they must build strategic
mutual trust. The EU must understand that the growth of China is conducive to stability, world
peace and prosperity. The Chinese dream called for the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation yet it
made no call for a Chinese hegemony or Chinese universal values. China has consistently
promoted a multipolar world and sees a united EU as one of the most important partners in such a

system.

Prof. Zhang Lihua argued that the cultural values of China and the EU are more aligned than
widespread beliefs of political science orthodoxy would suggest. China is the founder of the
Eastern civilization while Europe is the founder of the West. Chinese values are still evident in the
new security concept of the Chinese government. Also many of Europe’s classical values are

reflected in modern EU’s diplomacy. In many cases Chinese and European values converge.

For instance, both China and the EU are against horizontal and vertical nuclear proliferation. They
promote arms control and aim to develop a multi-polar world. The EU supports the rule of law,
democratization and personal freedom. China has also emphasized democracy, rule of law,
patriotism, socialism, and inclusion. On a macro-level China and the EU support the same values.

Yet on a micro-level China and Europe pursue a different set of policies.

The democracy promoted by the EU is based on a multiparty parliament of the English tradition.
The democracy promoted by China since 1982 is based on socialism. Power belongs to the people
and not the holders of capital. It is the people’s congress system. China has a different concept of
democracy and representation. The rule of law in the EU means that the law is superior to anyone.
Chinese government has also attested the predominance of the rule of law since 1996. Indeed the
law is superior to party decisions. The constitution is superior to any political decision and thus in
this realm Chinese and EU values converge. After all the two sides have a flourishing judicial

cooperation agreement.
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e Bridging the Value Misunderstanding: Accepting the Uniqueness of Civilizations
and promoting a diverse world.

Prof. Cui Hongjiang noticed that misunderstanding will decline once the EU asks non-western
civilizations to contribute in today’s evolving world based on their unique historical, political and

philosophical experience on human rights and political representation.

In the past, Europeans had used their own civilizational experience to form a system of
governance, define human rights, and form laws etc. They tried consistently to export it violently
to Africa, South America and Asia. Today, the EU has begun to realize that trying to universalize a
single system of thinking in a multipolar world is self-defeating. The China-EU partnership with
moments of affection and moments of coldness is still the most promising relationship in
deconstructing the old anachronistic system and reconstructing it based on a universal experience
that accepts the diversity of cultures and the pluralism of political traditions. As Europe is
becoming more diverse accepting other civilizations the EU-China relationship will become

stronger.

Dr. Enrico Fardell noticed that in Sino-ltalian and in China-EU relations it is essential to
distinguish between misunderstanding and misperception. Misunderstanding as a failure to
understand something correctly that leads to disagreement can be seen in this context — namely in
the analysis of a bilateral relation — as incapability to achieve a convergence between common
interests. Misperception on the other side should be seen as incapability to correctly estimate the
other side’s intentions. Misperception can thus lead to misunderstanding but it can simply impede

contact and prolong a stalemate.

In the case of Sino-Italian relations, it seems that there were no ‘real’ misunderstandings in the
bilateral relationship: they were ‘fake’ misunderstanding, or to put it better, constraints imposed by
the bipolar structure of the international system and the Cold War logic that inspired it.
Misperception however remains to this day as the major factor for potential stalemate and/or ‘real’

misunderstanding between the differences in institutional morphology of the two countries. The
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potential for misperception was only partially reduced after the establishment of diplomatic
relations in November 1970: the above-mentioned ‘peculiarities’ of Italian democracy and Chinese

political system are in fact still at play today.

Dr. Zhao Chen argued that both the EU and China support a multipolar world, yet they tend to
pursue different strategies in achieving such an end based on their civilizational values. The global
governance model that the EU is looking to promote is institutionalism based on the preeminence
of individual human rights. The EU’s political system has very strong “supranationality”. Tt is a
sui generis project based on levering sovereignty from the nation-states to a supranational
authority, like the European Commission in Brussels. Europe has shaped a post-modern world
with a post-modern thought. It is in a sense the continuity of Emmanuel Kant’s democratic peace

theory.

Chinese global governance is egalitarian and sovereign. For Chinese statesmen, equality and
respect is the central idea. Developed and developing countries should have a key footing in the
international system, and Europe should view both as equal partners. The Chinese egalitarian goal
of a multipolar world has been shaped by a practical and a historical imperative. China as a
developing country is looking to change the imbalance in international organizations imposed at a
time of Western hegemony and military coercion. In addition China has experienced the
calamities of western aggression. Chinese has been invaded and brutalized since the opium war
era. The EU should take these Chinese historical experiences in consideration in its engagement

with China.

Dr. Manuel Garcia argued that global history has evolved from a Eurocentric to a Sinocentric
approach. The School of California gives further details on the Eurocentric, or more precisely
Anglocentric, view of global history. This has primarily regarded Great Britain and its colonies as
the pivotal axis of analysis for the study of global movements, exchanges, meetings and
encounters between Europe and the East. John Brewer has criticised this as an historiographic
‘error’ and stated that global history should not be conceptualized through the economic

development of Great Britain and its colonies. Craig Clunas refers to the essential meaning of the
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term ‘global’, which does not uniquely mean the history of the great powers of Europe and its

colonies.

For the case of Sinocentrism we should stress two facts: Firstly, the acceptance of such
Eurocentric mistake by western scholars during the last decade has shifted the accent towards an
‘exclusiveness’ of the East, mainly the Chinese world and its characteristics, by comparing the
different paths of economic development of China and Europe during the period of the industrial
revolution. Secondly, this shift and the exclusive focus on China and its particularities has led in
some cases to an ‘abuse’ of the ‘great divergence’ debate, namely when Chinese scholars who
define themselves as practitioners of global history, are in fact writing a new history of China and
the experience of Chinese communities in the rest of the world. A practical advice for China is to
invite more European scholars and internationalize its universities. The biggest Chinese

universities have only a 1% ration of foreign to Chinese staff.
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