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M odern Political Systan and NationalM obilization: a Histor ical Cam parative Survey
ShiY nhong Chen Xiao (32)

“ National mobilization” is a politico-strategic concept broader than* military mobilization” in temsof content and
significance Modern national political systems drastically expanded the extent of political participation of civil ci-
ety, thereby trandoming thewaysof mobilization and substantially increasing the mobilizing capability In general,
the historical process inwhich national mobilization was intmately related with the nature of political systan has un-
dergone three major stages, i e , the early, mid, and late modern times, with their regpective ramarkable features
and with nationalisn and mass politics as the prmary dynanisn or thene of the process The three typical late
modemn political systems, namely, authoritarianisn, democracy, and talitarianisn, had markedly different prac-
tices of national mobilization, demonstrating their regective conducts and capabilities of mobilization

IR Thoeries n Africa: D ilenma, Orignsand Character istics
LangYijan LiXnhggang (40)

The African history in the past 100 years is not only a canplicated history of resisting the colonialisn, neo-colonial-
isn and globalization but al® a hisbory of political thoughts characterized by breaking, restructuring, leaming and
innovation W ith the dominance of western discourse, the Africans have been trying o identify and understand the
realities of the world and search for the way out However, the particularities of the African historical background
and culture make Africa’ s intemational relations practices different from the West Africa’ s theoretical studies
have itsown characteristics By analyzing the dilenma, origins and characteristics, the author concludes that IR
studies in Africa is not only a process of slf-understanding but al® the process of slf-realization Now, Africa is
making hard efforts to search itsway out

L evels of Analysis n IR: Ris and Fall
Chen Xaoding (48)

L evels of Analysis have always been a difficult problan for R studies Currently, the structural isn iscaming o a
bottleneck while other levelsof analysis such as process and unit analysis gradually gained impetus How t deal
with the relationship anong different levels has became an mportant agenda By camparing the rises and fallsof the
levels in history, the author argues that the levels of analysis are complamentary and goplies o different theories,
and proposes b encourage the consciousness in identifying the level of analysis

Bridging the Gap: the Return of Canparative Politics
LiWei (52)

There is apronounced ggp betveen international and damestic politics Given the incompleteness of structurisn on
gystan level of analysis in IR studies, it rarely provides knowledge that is aufficient o explain the actions of the
camponent units  The author argues that the introduction of the methodologies and the theoretical achievement of
camparative politics have greatly contributed © the break through of R theories Therefore, the retum of Campara-
tive Politics isof significant mportance © IR



