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American Studies: Growth of the Discipline and Its Chinese Implications
Kejin Zhao

[Abstract] American Studies is one of young disciplines in America. Since the beginning of 20
century, American Studies has become the interdisciplinary studies with prominent character
which contains humanities and social sciences and embodies American’s special subject spirits
and the concern of social values. However, there are even a lot of paradoxes and deep
controversy, such as discipline positioning, research topics, methodologies and academic
community, among scholars during the development of American studies. In particular, the
American studies abroad the United States have definitely never been extricated themselves from
feeling of frustration. And their tasks will not beyond the introducing American scholars’ research
products to mother country and it is very difficult for them to push the fundamental theoretical
studies. For Chinese scholars, the effective way of breaking through the present dilemma in
American Studies is to weaken the sense of discipline, strengthen the comparative methodology
and persist in the approach of middle range.
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