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Multi-character DFA-based high speed regular expression matching algorithm

HE Wei~, GUO Yunfei, MO Han, HU Hongchao
( China National Digital Switching System Engineering and Technological R&D Center, Zherigzhou Henan 450002, China)

Abstract: Traditional Deterministic Finite Automata ( DFA) based regular exptession matching can only process one
character per cycle, which is the speed bottleneck. A new algorithm paméd MultiGharacter DFA ( MC-DFA) was proposed for
high throughput matching and precise positioning. It combined thejéne chadfacter transition in traditional DFA together to
handle multi-character processing per cycle. A new transitiof Jwapix compress algorithm was also proposed to reduce the
redundancy introduced by MC-DFA. The result demonsizat@sythat MCADFA can improve the throughput efficiently while
requiring acceptable memory. For a set of 300 regexesfi/8C"BFA obtains a throughput of 7. 88 Gb/s, memory usage less than

6 MB and 19.24 s preprocessing time, better than 4gadiftonal afethSds.
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FRTIE W % 3k =00 e 3 20 A i o A BR B 3 bl
( Nondeterministic Finite Automata, NFA) DA RFEMHAE R 831
#1.( Deterministic Finite Automata, DFA) SZBUP!, NFA [l 5
e TR 2R B LR, X TR o RIS H) NFA, 25 (B FI 6 8]
B REHH 0(n) ; DFA b3 —FR W R 72 B — 4R
B EEREREMSY 001), BHEEHEREE MY
0(2") ),

B FESERE ], B4 A, FR i NFA 1 DFA F
BB — A, O ST . i — LRI
IR, YIRS IR T I8 s R E 2 44k
R H SIPLEE

ATCHR M BT DFA B 58 1 2 A4 AL BB ¥k MC-
DFA( Multi-Character DFA) , | T Z2F&F LB G &
DFA I B E AR HF 2, B AT REAHE R, BT R

Y75 B #7:2013-02-20; {& E H#{ :2013-03-25,

FVIRRRE . BB EA A B 2 2R (k WL R
BRED , AR EREAR, B NHEEE, @13
T4 F21 1B 51 ( Field Programmable Gate Array, FPGA) SF- &3
B VR BRI D SN RS RS T IRAE

1 Ak TtE

65 00 B A7 I T 2% P, Lin %5 32 1 cscA
( Cluster-based Splitting Compression Algorithm ) 8 i< ¥] 73Rk &
BB MR R Yang %77 3R B #Y SFA ( Semi-
deterministic Finite Automata ) 25 35 18 4 % 55 43 DFA ¥4k N
NFA 52 30 P9 77 45 8k Qi 2510 #2 14 19 FEACAN ( Front-End
Acceleration for Content-Aware Network ) 2 521 1 B 45 IR &5
P AL AL I B N AR B o

Clark 2" 451 T —Fh B T A MBIATAL R NFA
5t XTTF o AL BARFERF S, B ERERBO0 2 0 -1 2K
n NERFE K 0 DFERFEBEA 0 MR B AT AL BB NFA
454 BB IL AR MBS TE T 21 NFA R H 2
WHFHFEL K.

Sutton %' 44 1 T 2 TGRS 19 £ 7 4F NFA IL T 7E
FPGA FIEBI T o, B BATE Clark % 31 (0 S vk 2L,

E4£TE : EREH TR B (2012BAH02B03 ,2012BAH02B01 ) ; [ 2% 863 %71 B (2011AA01A103,2011AA01A101,2011BAH19B04) ,,
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b K IRT A B NFA S5RE BN BRAT AL B TR AR A 1
BT NFA ZRE R HEEE 7/ B R ERE I, Rgia
PRIENFIE K, TOREAR U AL BRATS  nmFruk oL R

¥E Sutton 22" gyELmb |, Yamagaki Byt TIF &R
MFRX BN ZFHF NFA SRR J5 5, 5 Z B8 7 B
M, Yamagaki %' SR H)SEBiE TS0 HL T B4 NFA 54440
HEFRHANIIRE (BRI B IR Z ) NFA & Bhedk
AR , B DA TRE R SE B

o F NFA B E 2B, LRET NFA 1756
R R G AR, Nk P RIMEBEESR, TR NFA
HO B s, AR SOR I R] 52 2 BRI Y DFA AR S5 M BE A

2 MC-DFA %3

MC-DFA B¥EET DFA 454 53, MR SRR e S R B
MALBEZ A FRF (R AR BN 2 WA L 8BS LI
B B WK RE L

FE TR, E L DFA ¥R 0T

EX 1 XTIENMEIEK R, DFA B2 EE R A il
M= (Q,2,8,q,F), Hwh: Q AWK DFARGES, T B
ARWFER, s RAHEHEREEBEL, ¢ RVIHRES, F
RRENERREES .

S MC-DFA Z i, R e/ DFA Ryt sefs IE M ik K
Sl ST Ry B R B AL PR B S 4T B9 DFA 4549 (1 Character-
DFA,1C-DFA) , ZE Bl [, MC-DFA gl B2 £ 840
MR

1) ¥ 1C-DFA #5465 3 H B W] A0 3 2° D745 0 IR
5 (2°C-DFA) . #feid i, A SCHRH — M A FREPUF AL
HE ¢ (Input Character Double Algorithm, ICDA)

2) EE45 2" C-DFA FRR A58 8 1 1 , 32 71 P4 77 S,
R RS FREFE R W N FE o T, A SR M — b e R —
My AR s, TR B4 5 B R AR AR

R TCDA DL B2 5% %% 46 e — B 48 SRt AT R 4R 4
A,

2.1 WMAFHNELERZ
2.1.1 HER#E

ICDA i F 2'C-DFA HEE . AN BRI n(n =
1,2,3,-) MR DFA 254 nC-DFA, i 1 o 5 8 S 4k 3
2n AR DFA %5H 2nC-DFA,

ICDA &K nC-DFA o 4R 25 50 A Bk L A ) Bk %
a3, ERABRBEEEIIER T RS, BB B AR ECR
AR B

2"C-DFA A &3 X 1C-DFA fEFF 3447 & 3K ICDA & F],
ICDA # P RAS I F

k1 ICDA,

i A :DFA 2584 ,nC-DFA (n = 1,2,3,-+-);

i . DFA %549 2nC-DFA,

1) for all statesq € Q

2) g = gy then SRR B RS
3) add self loop transition (¢q,q) , labeld “X”

4) elseif ¢ € F then /7 INEE TR TS
5) add a new state ¢’ ,¢' € F

6) add transition from g to ¢’, record as (q,q’) , labeld “X”
7)  endif

8) end for

9) forall statesq, € Q /76 FE A BRI Bk
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10) for all states ¢, e states have transition to g,
11) for all states g; e states have transition from ¢,
12) if transiton (q, ,¢5) # (g¢,9)
13) add new transition (¢, ,q5)
14) combine labels of (q,,q;) (q;,9;) and resultin
‘ NewLabel’

15) add label ‘ NewLabel’ to (¢, ,q;)

/BT R AR E
16) delete (g¢,q) and (q,q") 7/ R SR AR ki

17) delete nC-DFA transitions
2.1.2  Fsk4p)

R PAERFRIAK p(ri) * (nlt)” R, 28 F] 15 8] TCDA
PATIEAR

B 15, (a) 45 AT OHRHS 1) ~8) 47 )5 1) DFA 5 #y
B Hb, g RRVERE; A1, 10 f5 [L TR 4 DEHRRTS
HRM q 3 ¢ Fm 8 MPEPRE LTI RERB TN,
Fik T FERERBRR AT, X" RN EERE.
554 DFA S5H A L, B0 T B &6 40 25 (B P i 2R3 40
BR) - —RVEREN BT SRRl h X7 R WA
HRESBFN—MEERRNERA L L L A S0 fs
Foy o —— X 0L, FE R TRER AR IO “ X7,

B (b) 45 1 PA7—9K ICDA J5 ,DFA M RERTE ., &
S5 MR FE B AR B B N A AT . A0SR 58 UG Ad AT £
RER S, SONS o PZ2—, WDLES A7 B %A B IR —
RAFETIREGFRRER L L L L Bz —, ML
fir B — P ERFAL, BT I A AL B AR T E il

(b) FLEHRLE LR
BI1 ICDA M MFAF DFA 45
2.1.3 FEAAR
WEEE 1 145, 3 I REER DI RSB
BIEKRL ., T4 ICDA SPREBUA SRS B SR
Wi Ry =5 38 LA AR TR R o
5T DFA 5B BIAE , E SCHCS BN 1 FiR.

F1 HEXBBEX
Giin=s EX
ISN (Initial State Num) PIRIRAEE
FSN (Final State Num) HERCRSEE
MSN (Middle State Num) hERSEE
TSN (Totle State Num) DFA FURAEL
TN ( Transition Num) DFA JuRZESBEEE HEE

THE 1 ICDA Hpgas FSN,
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533 %

E RIEERAGRBERR 1) ~)ITEZAFEIEE:
a) BN T F A RAS M B 305 b) S5IN T — 589 FSN DA R 45 50
B AHIBEEE X A DIRER M ISN F MSN, 9) ~15) Bk
A RABBE R R, RO LR, RS, 16) .
1) TR A R R, AR S S

45 L TR, ICDA RN As ISN il MSN, {H FSN 34 1—f% .,

EE2 TR ASME, AT kR ICDA, TSN HEnR
8t 1. 07" 1%,

R RYEEHE 1, 8T ICDA R MRS A, R
IIHTES RORZS B A

3R TE M Fk X BT A9 DFA 5893647 4831047,

LEHCRASAE DFA BORBET I 5 LA 7% , Bp

FSN < 0.07 % TSN (1)
BIERBASE I BHATRTA Y, Bt EdsmE 2 fr
TNo

ﬁ}){tﬁ*ﬁ( ICDA Zﬁﬁy%%ﬁﬁyg TSN1 yFSN1 ,ISNl ’
MSN, ; 47— ICDA ZJ5 , %S4 fH R : TSN, ,FSN, , 1R 4%
A1 LR (1) W45

TSN, = ISN, + MSN, + FSN, = ISN, + MSN, +

2% FSN, = TSN, + FSN, < 1.07 + TSN,  (2)

AT kR ICDA J5, TSN, < 1. 07" % TSN, ,

%2 DFAHEGHR

FSN

LI 4 B UL R SR B B2 e TSN FSN TN Ty % TN/ TSN
snort24 24 50 8334 437 112559 5.240 13.5
snort31 31 76 10328 512 116706 4.960 11.3
snort34 34 51 9753 361 130846 3.700 13.4
bro217 217 38 6533 437 90703 6.680 9.3

exact-math 300 55 111438 447 1203530 0.410 10.8
ranges] 300 57 158049 428 1438245 0.270 9.1
ranges5 300 56 165786 496 1558388 0.299 9.4

tep_homenet 733 47 241587 956 3106472 0.390 12.9
dotstar0. 3 300 56 145239 578 2220 007 0.390 8.4
dotstar0. 6 300 59 164172 602 1510382 0. 600 9.2
dotstar0. 9 300 59 183327 594 1631610 0.320 8.9

EE3 EWRELT,HATERICDA J5, TN, € NATRSEN 1/14,

k
[1(7sn, - 1) - TN,
i=1

W8 PEIRAT ICDA Z A, DFA S8 \TSN = of
TN, = mo BIRERLRSE PR B B0 R R
AR S E A TE B R BR R, ML o° K BEFOCR, B
TN, =m = n’,

ICDA Rl — MR A A BE R T Bk 5 1A B i
HIUEFRMER . T o MRE, n* REMEH DFA, 51
REAE n DABEE, o P HBEEE, AT ICON S 3F)R38H »° -
n’ B EREORK (0 - n®) D n - 165, BIHAT—Ik
ICDA, TN, = (n - 1) « TN;; $h47% W ICDA J5  iR¥EH# A

k
W%, TN, = [ (TSN, - 1) - TN, Jeh TSN, = n,
=1

SIE 1 WEMWET AT kK ICDA J5, TN, < 14* -
TN, ,

W] nER 2 BTN ARIR SIS R, B 0L B SR A R Y
DFA & TN < 15TSN, 1R 23 3 B 7=, 147 kK ICDA
J& TN, < 14" - TN, , /DT RIFER T K ESR,

2.2 “HiMEERES

LN RIAEEAL N DFA J5 RSB T RS BE
( State Transition Table,STT) tf, STT 2 — #4E4E f4 , AR H
Z R _STT 3R

_ STT ARFILRAEK
RSIT = STT K/

(3)HRYE R_STT e X K5I 1 7[5,

B[32 4T ICDA J5, STT #iKk ,R_STT /b
W] ATk ICDA, IR E 3 2, MR L
107 %5, BVAFITENEOE K 1. 07 45 R4E7 1 3 1 RSB
B 14 42, B0 STT K 14 x 1. 07 43, 4B (3) ,R_STT

R_STT WIFEAR N 45 STT 246 T BB KR . 4~ U8
R_STT W/NHIRE R, 3N T BKFRAE R — I R B8

WA WEE,STT B BHIER , 5 —17 . B —5| P EFEE
2 R B AR

X FATE & R, ,R,, E AT B AL (Row Relation
Ratio,RRR) U1F ;

Simppg = Z{B(i)/n;
la Rl(i) _Rz(i) # 0
i) = 4

o(0) {0, R (i) - R, (i) =0 )
Hep o HITMBERE, simgey A H T AT FEZ R H A
R A AT EN NMCRER. HUERE,TE
AR,

SE X [ R ITTARTE (Row Inner Redundancy , RIR) {01 .

simpp = 1 — ZU(i)/n;
_ 1, R(i) -R(i-1)+#0

oD = {o, R(i) =R (i-1) =0 (%)
Hon HITMEEKE simp SE T HMBANBHITRERE,
AT EATBESHAERM TR SHARER. TR
BERR, AT RS R R

THES B LS P WAT S — A i E A
simppe SEIRATH BB RS 55 4 HH R EAITTRE simgy
AT E BN IGE RS
2.2.1 #HEE RS

D) EEMTI B Z B AHEUE simgpg s

2) XA R simpg, > 0.25 B B4 HTEIHE
fifo 0.25 RELBMAB R ML KM,
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164~ — 2R B#:
Frgr, [1]a]1]o]1]a]1]1]1]3]2s]69[85]3]3]3]

frimER, [1[sg 1]o1]1]1]1]1]3]s6[69[85[3]3]3]

164 F— ke
ﬁrﬁjﬁkll_J 1] 1[o]1]1[1]1]1[3]25]69[85] 3] 3[3]

1T &R,
2 Ay e A R s B

2.2.2 ATE@EATRIER

1) iJrﬁ%/l\ﬁrﬁliE@ﬁé%E‘f SUMp 3

2) i R A simpg > 0.25 BYIREIHBRTT IR

X TWREKMRI IR R, B 0 KK 10 BF
B NS, X R, g — TR, MR 58— o R AR, UM
BRIZIGE , IG5 NS PR & R 0 iR S H— N u R AR,
MREBIZILE ¥ NS XN B R 1; R, PE—~NLEFH
W, BTN EA R,

M ENFIIRERTEEME 3 fin. &317HIIRHE
B, BT & R F A S A AR KT R DL R —1 10
BB AR BETTREMREOTERN .

R (i) =R, (k)
{ : (6)
k=Y NS(;)
j=1
164 F— 2R k4%
[1]afa]ef1]a]1]1]1]3]25]69]85[3]3]3]
164~ F — 2R B4

[1JoJo]1]1]oJoJoJo]a]1]1]1]1] o0}
TTT [ LTI
[o]1] [3]25]69[85] 3]

3 AT RITAI R R
3 ERGE

IR CIEF LRG0 Ubunin\11. 10, 45 335
geed. 2.4, NFE 2 GB,CPU 4 Intel 3427 % A Xilinx Vertex-6
LX565T #5 FPGA , %>k ISE13. 3),

ASCWIRSE B % H A T Snort HLIW AN Bro #LI
%[15] £, A 3% . snort24 | snort31 ., snort34 ., bro217 . exact-math
rangesl .ranges5 | tep_homenet  dotstarQ. 3 | dotstar0. 6 ,dotstar0. 9
%, £ LRMAE S, R T DFA WEHRS T, Ik 2 Br
TR & P, IR 4 FLW 4R #4  MC-DFA(M =1.2,
4.8) ,BNEAFFF DFA  SUF/F DFA(2C-DFA) .4 F4F DFA(4C-
DFA) LI} 8 F#F DFA(8C-DFA) , X R4 F ik R A L H
TR B4 1 R E AT I XS, JF 5 SFAFEACAN
DA Je CSCA #4753 H o
3.1 BPHEHNFRERE

BF RPN RIREUE LS FESTHFE R
Wb FRAEAS TR E TR LRI R, RR B B L Ui R
RIS R

B 4 5 T34 BN & T DFA 2C-DFA 4C-DFA # 8C-
DFA FJBRFRF AR DT RO, b 4R A ~ E 43 5%
7 snort34 , bro217 , ranges1 , exact-math F dotstar0. 6, B] LLF
W, FEE SR YIAE B AR E M B3R, R P AR T 1R
WECE , X 2 FEN R E LT, R

BHR BB NERECRE— W P ESCT , 8N F B

5= BN R B
ﬁ’ﬁ 2.5 -O0-DFA
TE2.0 e --2C-DFA
LS /0\0_40'/0 ~-4C-DFA
ﬂ-g 1.0 j ; : -0-8C-DFA
0.5 O O R O
o . . ;
A B C D E
NS

B4 AR METPHNED R
Bs & ith T3 2 #L0 £ F 8C-DFA, SFA, FEACAN 71
CSCA Y BAFRFF N T RIKEL. SFA BIRB A I# E48
LR, B LA B 775 S35 77 15 7 YCOBUR: 153 FEACAN
N CSCA [ T AR AT AR T AWAr & A (EAb B 4
NFRREVRZRNFE . WFFEIES ,8C-DFA H 717

PIRET R B
3.0
2.5 A B
§‘_§ 2.0 {|=2 8c-pFA
EE 15| | |e=3 sFA
b 2 FEACAN
s Lo CSCA
Tos
0
A
g
5 RRE TR AT R O
3.20R% TR

RGEn 2R kT A RN SCERR, R AT E
7T FPGA J5 f it S 4E R Se B 8de o

& 6 5 TS & T DFA 2C-DFA 4C-DFA F1 8C-
DFA &3 FN . FERABARFTHENE L, R
SR EBRAE R HE A s B RV AR W K, A ) DFA 4549 58
TN 2%, S B A H o A

14 : :
12
"o 10
B -O-DFA
58 -+ 2C-DFA
%6 -o-4C-DFA
+ -0-8C-DFA
% 4 D\D\D\H
2
0

A B D E

iﬂﬂi(i:ﬁ%
B 6 AW MET LR

WeAh , Bk R AR AR BOR 5 5 R B AL 3 R BB 1
b4, #%F DFA T & ,2C-DFA (4C-DFA LA J% 8C-DFA ZF i 2
HEK AT 4 150% 250% F1 300% , 3% 5 BISHA —E W&
B R HEE T BRERENFZHN, FEHERZNNERS
A IF] , 1A B TR A T R M

B 7 4 T34 #0 % F 8C-DFA. SFA, FEACAN #I
CSCA B3 L IEM . H e SFA FEACAN Fil CSCA 7
it A& HEET ,8C-DFA 22 Hofth = FhE B 0 01%
3.3 NELHHA

WG R B RS MR EE R, RHEET
FPGA J& B NFF & FRVE N SR80

& 8 #4451 T4 #1 4 T DFA 2C-DFA 4C-DFA 1 8C-
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DFA B NFF o FART LB OL . BEH MLNISR B9 5% K, MC-DFA #)
WA G R HE I 8C-DFA 1 N7 & A HE 2C-DFA 3§ fn#y 4
%o MRIEEH 3, AT RN FLT ,8C-DFA B A7 5 A
ARy 2C-DFA ) 196 1%, IEBH T MC-DFA 3R i R 48 5 15 Y

Bk,

14
_12pR
" 10 .
: ) CSCA
5 8k 5 8C-DFA
ﬁr 6b B B3 SFA
= | Ve [ FEACAN
e i

21 \H / ]

0 i i /

A B C D E
593
B7 REBEAEERY

6 :

m

gz - -O-DFA
B, v --2C-DFA
I e 7 —~-4C-DFA
g? B gl S s --8C-DFA

A B ¢ D E

iR

B8 A MET WL
B9 @ik T2 LW & F 8C-DFA, SFA,FEACAN 71
CSCA HINTF i FIXT L& AT LA i, 8C-DFA By NFF 5 A
NEAB=FEER 4 ~ 8 15, FELBANET , W 5B
6 MB, EKHE (4 R AT LASR AT B INFE R, B Bk A 5 R
M INFE R ZTEREN
6

M5 F
=¥ i £ 40-DFA
K 3 - SFA
40 3 FEACAN
gi i [ CSCA

[ e U W 10 T |

A B D E

?I"Ji%%
O R

3.4 EHESFHLEEE

F3 41T MC-DFA B B 5aSFA . FEACAN B ¥ D &
CSCA 7EFEAE 4 UL 30 AT [ Xt P25 5. A% R WAL 4
DFA gk, B4 P B o T P AR 40 WO LB T4 B ]
RSB A E MRk ML DFA Z5HBF s (R
%3 HibieeEr b

B g%/ % HALHA R/ s
1C-DFA 78.60 3.39
2C-DFA 77.94 6.38
4C-DFA 81.23 11.43
8C-DFA 79.23 19.24
FEACAN 84.37 5.32

CSCA 88.34 6.27

SFA 82.54 1.28

M3 HATLUE HH, MC-DFA B3k I IR 4 R B TR E L TE
80% ZiAv, CSCA By FRARHR AU , AT LAIA 3 88% o THALFH i (8]
JrTE L R M {EINIE R, MC-DFA 583k B Tl AL BRI (R]3 4 07
BR BB DR ETERERZ N SMHEET,
SFA [y FAb 2R 18] f5cfE , R 1.28 50

ZRE MRS R ,8C-DFA TEAF k2R UL K A7 A1 E05 T

BB AR RAE N G A LA B4 B[R] 7 167 B FEACAN
CSCA DAL SFA 22 FR 45 % J7 i , MC-DFA #£iE 80% , 5 HiAth
JLMEEARZERUN, CSCA BILNAT & H A, A8 R 50,
AR RGUA ik 32 LA S 20 JR 395 3 249 A 7 0 R Uk 0 T R B
# ., FEACAN Byki BB B N AT R R B >, Bk 3R
EE T 2C-DFA,{H/NTF 4C-DFA 1 8C-DFA,, iz X} b 5038 15
PR SEB R, MC-DFA B3k Ll — & I N 77 & A A0 AL B ik (6]
i, BE R T REA R, I BN SR B
Fief (B ¥4) 7 AT 45 32 9 BB 2 T, R T A B8 1 SR S SE R EESK o

4 #iE

ASCHR ) MC-DFA BIEATH T 48R DFA Bk R
Wikt A FAF B RS, DL —E RO SH B EEE R AN
U BRI T R A AR . MC-DFA F @& 7R
SRBIXB 27 AR, M LA R SST R85 1%, 5@
TREHEB IR KA RGN T, @id FPCA 3%
LI, HABAE T3 M RE, Gt 1 AN S B0 PR BUR
HERA T SRR ATATYE R el HEE B R AL T 4 e
%, NS (7T TR RN 2 1 SR B W, 75 MC-DFA
T R B AR [ I, A RE U T A B R

Foht A B A AL BRI B ST A UIR TP HE A Ty
HOBMI IS Bl 5 IR T AR —E T AT
B0 T —WRIBT S LAE TR E P TR eI &
SO RN — AR T
SRR
¥l ANTONELLO R, FERNANDES S, SADOK D, et al. Deterministic

finite automaton for scalable traffic identification: the power of com-

pressing by range [ C]// Proceedings of the 2012 IEEE Network Op-

erations and Management Symposium. Piscataway: IEEE, 2012:

155 -162.
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