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Study on the Definition and Measurement of High Growth Firm

Tian Hongyun', Anotn Kriz*, David Cunneen®, Zhang BeiJia’

(1. School of Management, Jiangsu University, Zhenjiang 212013, China;
2. Newcastle Business School, University of Newcastle, Ourimbah, Australia, NSW2258;
3. School of Management, Anhui Universtiy, Hefei 230039, China)

Abstract : High-growth firms are not only the new job creators but also the principle innovators of industrial technology and

driver of economy development. Although more and more interests have focused on high-growth firms research, there

have not formed general standards of measurement and definition of high-growth firm which reduced the comparability and

accumulation of existing achievements. After reviewing the source of high-growth firm theory, we find four dimensions of

high-growth firms, i. e. growth rate, indicators, scale and observing periods. Based on comparing absolute measurement

and relative measurement and analyzing advantages and disadvantages of indicators, we summarize the standard and ways

of measurement which are in conformity with the nature of high-growth firms.

Key Words: High-Growth Firms; Measurement Standards; Defining Standards; Absolute Indicators Measurement; Rela-

tive Indicators Measurement





