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Abstract The early late Permian Dashibao basalts which distributed at the Songpan-Ganze block NW Sichuan Province display
significant enrichment of large ion lithophile elements and high field strength elements and similar to oceanic island basalts and the
Emeishan flood basalts. These geochemical characteristics are comparable with the high-Ti Emeishan basalts from Binchuan suggesting
that they were formed within continental plate and were resulted from the Emeishan mantle plume. This implies that the Emeishan flood
basalts distributes beyond the Yangtze block has extended to the Songpan-Ganze block and the Emeishan plume head is bigger than
that estimated before.
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Table 1  Chemical composition for the Dashibao Formation basalt
P2d-3 pP2d4 pP2d-7 P2d-8 P2d-9 P2d-10 pP2d-12 P2d-13 pP2d-15 P2d-20 P2d-21 P2d-23
Si0, 48.71 48.29 47.48 46.62 49.41 49.69 48.09 49.94 47.16 47.45 48.82 50.79
TiO, 2.96 3.58 3.85 4.17 3.85 3.69 2.98 2.3 3.79 3.69 3.31 1.92
Al, 04 13.74 13.53 14.2 14.74 13.33 13.36 14 13.54 13.79 16.32 14.27 17. 66
Fe, 04 6.07 5.87 2.46 2.13 3.9 2.03 2.1 1.89 3.68 1.44 2.8 2.7
FeO 6.8 6.9 10.05 11.3 8.95 9.75 10.2 10.6 9.1 11.5 10.15 6.9
MgO 4.78 5.26 4.47 4.77 4.28 4.79 4.95 4.89 5.33 4.05 4.32 4.87
CaO 7.85 7.59 7.96 6.26 8.97 7.65 9.88 8.7 8.1 4.8 8.82 6.12
Na, O 1.9 2.22 2.44 4.21 2.04 2.23 2.06 3.04 3.23 4.63 2.42 2.98
K,0 3.31 2.6 1.86 0.6 1.49 2.45 1.31 0.87 1.29 0.74 0.41 2.72
MnO 0.18 0.13 0.16 0.16 0.17 0.15 0.17 0.2 0.15 0.18 0.19 0.17
P,0; 0.35 0.41 0.44 0.47 0.44 0.43 0.32 0.32 0.42 0.47 0.36 0.67
CO, 0.07 0.02 0.34 0.14 0.07 0.09 0.02 0.28 0.05 0.18 0.09 0.11
LOI 3.04 3.36 4.05 4.18 2.85 3.43 3.67 3.19 3.66 4.35 3.78 2.17
Mg* 0.56 0.58 0.44 0.43 0.46 0.47 0.47 0.45 0.51 0.39 0.43 0.56
ppm
Rb 56.56 43.75 33.07 14.87 47.47 39.4 20.87 17.31 23.74 17.7 10.71 24.2
Ba 419.2 361 216.7 233.7 529.4 496.6 442.2 481.1 213.6 257.2 284.8 529.3
Th 4.54 7.17 7.73 8.00 6.98 7.38 4.89 3.18 7.27 5.88 5.40 4.05
U 0.96 1.54 1.81 1.66 1.54 1.57 1.08 0.66 1.57 0.72 1.14 1.36
Nb 30.9 41.1 44.53 47.38 42.83 43.3 30.5 20.29 42.38 38.53 34.72 59.86
Ta 1.777 2.506 2.601 2.828 2.56 2.536 1.794 1.092 2.483 2.306 2.041 3.251
La 36.27 41.48 50. 81 53.58 47.32 50.25 35.46 25.76 49.01 46.92 38.39 28.43
Ce 79.81 96. 63 110.7 114.9 105.4 108.6 78.69 56.07 107.1 99.4 85.53 54.46
Pr 10. 64 12.89 14.52 15.24 13.87 14.32 10.34 7.407 14.03 13.24 11.43 6.623
Sr 302.7 360.2 566.7 465.5 556.2 403.5 373.5 352.5 582.8 407 901.8 591.3
Nd 45.09 54.67 59.44 64.18 58.49 59.71 43.76 32.29 58.47 56.39 48.54 27.48
Zr 299.9 358 428.8 416.2 390.7 386.9 278.3 251.7 372.8 332.3 311.9 277.8
Hf 7.35 9.27 9.73 10.52 9.67 9.59 7.01 5.53 9.16 8.43 6.24 5.75
Sm 9.077 10.52 11.46 12.23 11.36 11.61 8.699 6.961 11.24 10.96 9.672 5.859
Eu 2.57 2.92 3.38 3.28 3.22 3.13 2.48 2.14 3.02 3.28 2.85 1.93
Ti 22369 25786 27550 30072 27780 27702 21813 17117 28094 27484 24464 13978
Gd 8.40 9.46 9.78 10. 84 10.26 10.47 7.64 7.44 9.88 10.19 8.55 6.07
Th 1.21 1.39 1.43 1.55 1.44 1.47 1.11 1.10 1.42 1.46 1.23 0.93
Dy 6.28 7.30 7.42 8.15 7.45 7.61 5.88 6.20 7.27 7.87 6.39 5.14
Ho 1.20 1.36 1.37 1.50 1.38 1.39 1.09 1.23 1.36 1.47 1.15 0.99
Y 33.40 38.11 39.09 42.33 39.86 39.45 31.25 35.03 38.96 42.70 33.14 29.98
Er 2.82 3.29 3.29 3.65 3.33 3.39 2.62 3.11 3.34 3.63 2.70 2.53
Tm 0.40 0.47 0.46 0.51 0.46 0.47 0.37 0.47 0.47 0.50 0.38 0.39
Yb 2.47 2.97 2.87 3.17 2.89 2.92 2.30 2.99 2.86 3.12 2.28 2.47
Lu 0.39 0.45 0.43 0.49 0.44 0.44 0.36 0.47 0.45 0.49 0.33 0.40
Se 29.13 36.20 23.87 24.55 24.55 24.31 27.48 34.84 28.37 28.24 26.32 14.62
\Y 385.80 362.40 358.90 389.40 373.90 360.40 365.40 417.80 381.40 468.90  390.80 94.20
Cr 83.44 92.17 63.96 66.95 53.14 66. 62 78.07 99.32 94.58 51.13 45.22 49.19
Co 42.19 39.02 40.14 43.29 38.80 42.27 40.10 39.15 41.43 37.86 39.44 28.39
Ni 68. 06 73.18 81.11 85.21 53.16 83.65 53.46 56.17 82.84 48.96 54.21 50.27
Ga 22.88 21.99 26.77 28.00 24.26 22.98 21.38 20.19 22.90 26. 86 24.19 17.99
Ge 1.77 1.75 1.92 1.88 2.12 1.88 1.80 1.81 1.66 1.58 2.27 1.47
Pb 5.49 6.38 8.03 5.09 8.31 6.37 4.36 4.23 6.77 2.08 3.66 2.96
Ti/Y 670 677 705 710 697 702 698 489 721 644 738 466
Th/Nb 0.15 0.17 0.17 0.17 0.16 0.17 0.16 0.16 0.17 0.15 0.16 0.07
Sm/Yb 3.67 3.55 3.99 3.86 3.93 3.98 3.79 2.33 3.93 3.51 4.24 2.37
Zr/Nb 9.71 8.71 9.63 8.78 9.12 8.94 9.12 12.41 8.80 8.62 8.98 4.64
Nb/La 0.85 0.99 0.88 0.88 0.91 0.86 0.86 0.79 0.86 0.82 0.90 2.11
La/Yb 14.68 13.98 17.70 16.92 16.36 17.23 15.43 8.61 17.14 15.04 16.85 11.50
Zr/Hf 40.814  38.615 44.079 39.563  40.407 40.336  39.717 45.54 40.712  39.442  49.952  48.288
Nb/Ta 17.389  16.401 17.12 16.754 16.73 17.074 17.001 18.581 17.068 16.709 17.011 18.413
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Fig. 2 Geochemical classification for the Dashibao Formation
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Formation basalts. Symbols
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