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Fig. 1 The toth wear and chippings of upper incisor fram Huanglong Cave
A: (Incisal view) ; B: (Lingual view) ; C: (L abial view)
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Fig 2 The tbothwear and chippings of upper left lateral incior fran Huanglong Cave

( ) (Incisal view) ; B: (L abial view) ;
(Mesial view) ; D: ( ) (Distal view)
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Fig- 3 The toth wears of upper left canine fran Huanglong Cave
A: (Incisal view) ; B: (Mesial view) ; C: (Distal view)
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Fig 4 The toth wears and chippings of lower right lateral incior from Huanglong Cave
A: (Incisal edge) ( );B: (L abial view) ( ,
);C (Lingual view)
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Fig-5 The tooth wearsof lower right second molar fran Huanglong Cave
(Occlusal view) ; B. (Buccal view) ; C (Mesial view) ; D. (Distal view)
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ToothW ear and Tooth Use of L ate Pleistocene Human s fram
Huanglong Cave n Y unxi of Hubei Province

LUWu', WU Xian-zht’, WU Xiu-jie", ZHOU M ¢

(1 KeyLaboratory of Evolutionary Systenetics of Vertebrates Institute of Vertebrate
Paleontology and Paleoanthropology, Chinese Academy of Sciences Beijing 100044;
2 Chongging Nomal U niversity, Chongqging 400047,

3 Institute of Archeology and Cultural Relics of Hubei Province Wuhan 430077)

Abstract: Fram 2004 2006 three excavations in the Huanglong Cave, Yunxi County, Hubei
Province unearthed seven human teeth In the present study, the tooth wear and tooth use were
observed for the saven human teeth The reault indicates that except for the nomal tooth wear
caused by the toth contacts sme Pecial oth use markswere al® identified, which include
enamel danage and chipping, enamel damage on the labial surface of upper lateral incior and
interproximal grooves in the upper anterior teeth It' sworth noting that all the toth use marks
were found in the anterior teeth regardlessof upper and lowver teeth  Among them, enamel damage
and chippings are mainly found in the regions of crown labial side of upper incisrs and crovn
lingual side all adjacent o incisal edges W ith these findings, we guess that the late Pleistocene
hunans living in the Huanglong Cave used their anterior teeth for gnawing, holding, peeling, or
maybe used their anterior teeth as tols The interproximal grooves in the upper anterior teeth
uggest that the humans conducted tooth-picking frequently The tooth use marks of the
Huanglong Cave humanswere closly related to the activities of obtaining and processing the meat
or ligaments attached in the bones The Huanglong Cave human’ sfood compositionsmay contain
more meats

Key words Toothwear; Tooth usss Human behaviors Late Pleistocene; Huanglong Cave



