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Abstract: Czech agricultural sector undertook many great changes in the last 12 years. These changes have resulted in the creation
of business structure, which, however, is still not finished due to external (market) and internal (enterprise) conditions. The main
goal within these changes was to create functional efficient and competitive agricultural sector, which is to survive in ever changing
global world, in particular with respect to the intention to join the unified Europe. One of the questions, which is currently
discussed very often, is to what extent the current business agricultural structure is efficient in input allocation, eventually which
structural changes have to be undertaken to create such effective sector. The main objective of this contribution is therefore to
present findings, which were obtained within the research project processing.

Key words: efficiency, transaction costs, economy of scale, organization, business structure
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– To avoid possible settlement of transformation debts

by agricultural co-operatives, which, according to the
transformation law, were obliged to settle the claims.
The transformation debts were exchanged for the shares
(mostly practically non-tradable shares). The owners

of the transformation claims were aware of the bad fi-
nancial situation of a co-operative while making deci-
sions about its possible transformation and, at the same
time, they were expecting higher future profits from the
new arrangement (instead of waiting for the uncertain
settlement of the transformation debts). However, this
cannot be regarded rigorously since, in some co-opera-
tives, members do not want to change the legal form
just because that means that their claims would not be
settled at all.

– To create the conditions enabling capital concentration
into a few interest groups (stakeholders). Capital con-
centration facilitates a diminishing role of the so-called
“self-employment syndrome” existing in corporate types
of farms.
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1) The Agrocenzus 2000, which is a statistical survey realised by the CSO, was focused on all agricultural subjects which are larger than
1 ha of agricultural land or meet other criteria. Due to different threshold limits used in Agrocenzus 1995 and 2000, the data in the
table was calculated for farms with acreage larger than 3 ha of a.l. In the Agrocenzus 2000 (AGC 2000) survey were 56.5 thousand
farms, and of them, 53.5 thousand were individual farms. Of them about 18 thousand were identified as (semi)-subsistence farms with
only little of their output being traded. Following this, there are about 38.5 thousand of agricultural farms, and it is the same number
as the one presented by the Register of Agricultural Units (Czech Statistical Office) in 2001.

2) The total acreage of agricultural land cultivated by individual farms which met the criteria of AGC 2000 was 962.3 thousand ha and
the total number of these farms was 53 460. Therefore, 29 407 mostly agricultural households have cultivated more than 28
thousand ha and they have on average 0.96 ha of agricultural land.

3) Only farms cultivating agricultural land.
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Note: Figure 3, the numbers assigned to the individual forms mean the average land cultivated
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of Agricultural Economics (2001)
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– the efficiency of input used, represented by the share
of intermediate consumption in total output

– the net farm income indicator illustrated by Figure 4.
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