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Abstract: The paper is oriented on the argumentation of real and potential problems and challenges, which are a basis for the
formation of a new strategy for the Czech agriculture and for a new conception of the Czech agricultural policy for the period after
EU accession. Based on the arguments, goals of the new strategy are derived, to be discussed with a broader professional public.
Possible fields of measures of the government to provide the strategic goals are presented to the conclusion.
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a) In the larger part of agro-systems, water represents the

most serious limiting factor for the growth of produc-
tion. One third of the world population lives in the re-
gions with serious problems in water supply today. It
is estimated that nearly two thirds of the population
in developing countries will live in regions with the
water deficit by 2025. At the same time, the irrigation
consumes by about 70% of all water consumed by
agriculture, industry and households, but 70% of this
water is wasted through ineffective irrigation systems.

b) During the last 12 000 years, the mankind has cultivat-
ed for its nurtrition about 7 000 plant species. Only 15
plant species and 8 animal species create the basis for
food today. Farming together with the climatic chang-
es contributes by the largest share to the global chang-
es of the conditions for the biological diversity.

c) The increasing variability of the climate and its long-
term changes create harder conditions for farming. The
waves of hot and rainy periods, floods and droughts
will obviously occur more frequently.
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1) The full-area multifunctional agriculture, sufficiently

competitive in the production of private goods and at
the same time handling carefully the environment (pro-
ducing parallel to the private goods the public goods
in the field of the environment).

2) The agriculture based on small and medium family farm-
ing.

3) The agriculture deeply linked with the rural development.
4) The agriculture producing safety food of the best qual-

ity, it means respecting ever stricter food safety stan-
dards and standards related to the ways of farming.
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(1) To increase the competitiveness of  Czech agriculture

and food industry toward the present and new EU
countries and towards the third countries based on a
higher quality, value added and regional diversity of
products.

(2) To maintain an adequate employment in agriculture
and to improve the standard of living of agricultural
population as a part of rural population based on the
higher efficiency in the production of private and public
goods from agriculture and from the downstream sec-
tors and based on the diversification on farms to non-
food use of agricultural production and to
non-agricultural activities in rural areas.

(3) To improve the scenic value and recreational role of
agricultural landscape, with the preference of the con-
servation of the (temporarily) excessive agricultural land
for a possible agricultural utilisation in the future; to-
gether with the maintenance of the national cultural
heritage of the important waterworks and areas to de-
velop a multifunctional character of fishery for the im-
provement of the recreational role of agricultural water
sheds and for the development of rural tourism.

(4) To increase substantially the retention ability of agri-
cultural land, it means to stimulate the conversion of
arable land into grassland, to speed up the land con-
solidation in cadastres including the restoration of
small water sheds and wetlands, to improve function-
ing of the drainage and irrigation systems, to speed
up the revitalisation of small water flows and the silt-
ing of ponds, etc.

(5) To improve the quality of surface and underground
waters though better farm practices.

(6) To increase permanently the quality and bio-topic val-
ue of Czech agricultural land, particularly through its
incorporation into the NATURA 2000 system.

(7) To increase gradually the share of renewable sources
of energy from agriculture (and from forestry and wa-
ter economy) in the total consumption of energy and
to tend to “energetic self-supplying” of rural areas
based on the renewable sources of energy.
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– Production limits and quotas and other limiting condi-

tions issuing from the conclusions of the EU Copen-
hagen Summit (December 2002) and from the Accession
Treaty between the CR and the EU (signed in Athens,
April 2003).

– EU supports:
– direct payments linked with the production limits and

quotas, allocated through a simplified scheme and
conditioned by good farming practices, or by cross-
compliance conditions (up to 18 directives and regu-
lations related to environment, food safety and ani-
mal welfare), respectively;

– structural supports under the Horizontal Rural Devel-
opment Plan (HRDP);

– structural supports under the Operational Plan – Ag-
riculture;

– state aid;
– market price supports through interventions of the

EU in the market (export subsidies, supports for pri-
vate storage, etc.).

– EU Directives for the water policy of the EU, nitrate
sensitive areas, system NATURA 2000, etc.
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– orientation and structure of the HRDP;
– orientation and structure of the Operational Plan – Ag-

riculture;
– utilisation of state aid;
– special conditions for allocation of direct payments.
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