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Fig.1 The growth path of the tourism industry
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Tab.2 Hotel construction of Zhangjiajie National Forest Park area from 1982 to 1991
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Fig.2 Position of tourism in the national economy in Zhangjiajie from 1989 to 2010
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Fig.3 The SGGT analysis mode of tourism industry growth points in Zhangjiajie
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Fig.5 The dynamic mechanism of spatial evolution of growth point in tourism industry
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SGGT mode and spatial evolution of growth point

in the tourism industry:
Taking Zhangjiajie as an example

MA Xuefeng"’, SUN Gennian®
(1. School of Business and Administration, Jishou University, Jishou 416000, Hunan, China;

2. School of Tourism and Environment, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi'an 710062, China)

Abstract: This paper defined the concept of tourism industry growth point and reinterpreted
tourism industry growth path by applying the "path dependence" theory. With the example of
Zhangjiajie tourism industry growth point, it put forward a universal SGGT analysis mode
and researched its spatial evolution process and dynamic mechanism. The results showed: (1)
specific historical conditions and social economic environment was a foundation for the
formation of Zhangjiajie tourism growth point; demand and cultivation was the key factor of
tourism growth point germination; innovation and development was the guarantee of tourism
growth point while the tourism growth point was promoted to be growth pole by
disintegration; (2) the three tourism growth points—Zhangjiajie National Forest Park, Tianzi
Mountain and Suoxiyu—became the core growth points after they realized unification of the
administrative jurisdiction in Zhangjiajie scenic spot by path creation and listed as a world
heritage site; (3) driven by the generating power of tourism industry growth point and world
heritage site management, Tianmen Mountain becomes a new growth point with its high
quality tourism resources; (4) the two growth points of Wulingyuan scenic spot and Tianmen
Mountain were formed as a result of joint action by tourism industry agglomeration and path
creation in Zhangjiajie. The results provide a great benefit for the local government and
enterprises to understand the tourism industry growth path from the perspective of tourism
industry growth point and further offer scientific guidance for the sustainable development of
tourism industry in the world heritage site.

Key words: tourism destination; growth point of the industry; path dependence; SGGT

analysis mode; spatial evolution; Zhangjiajie



