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Migration Experience in Childhood and Early Adulthood
Life Chances: A Life Course Perspective

Liu Yulan

Abstract: With a life course perspective drawing on survey data from “Theoretical and Practical Re-
search on the Rights and Interests of Peasant Laborers ”in 2010 this paper analyzes the new — generation
migrant workers’ migration experience in childhood and how it has affected their early adulthood life
chances. There are significant differences in major early adulthood life events between the new — generation
migrant workers who had and had not migration experience. Childhood migration experience migration tim-
ing and migration duration of the new — generation migrant workers have lasting impact on their early adult—
hood life course as reflected in later life course events and determination of personal income. This is mainly
related to the changes in the social structure in rural areas and family social support patterns of migrant work—
ers.
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Table 1 Variables of Migration Experience in Childhood and Early Adulthood Life Chances
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Table 2 Descriptive Statistics and Tests for Group Differences in Experiences of Major Life Course Events
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Table 3 Estimates from the OLS Regression of Personal Income on Selected
Independent Variables for New Generation of Migrant Workers
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