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Abstract Foggy days or haze are increasingly common in Beijing and other major cities in China, a similar 
situation in the history of the UK. London was called “the Fog City” by its poor air quality. After 1952 London 
Smog Disaster, the UK introduced a series of policies and achieved good results. Its air quality improved 
significantly. In-depth research showed that science and technology played a key role in resolving the conflict 
between environmental governance and economic development, and found a feasible treatment model combining 
ecological civilization and substantial one. Based on analysis of the UK experience, author puts forward that 
science and technology can be active in four areas: Technological innovation creates new industries for the 
economy growth; promoting green technology to transform and upgrade traditional industries; basic researches 
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interests of diplomacy and world trade. Britain’s per capita GDP in 1952 is roughly equivalent to China’s current 
per capita GDP , so the UK experiences can be learned by the Chinese counterpart. 
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