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Current Situation and Development Strategy of India’s
Generic Drug and Biosimilars Industry

REN Xiao-ming
(Jinan Science & Technology Bureau, Ji’nan 250101)

Abstract: Benefiting from the domestic patent law and preferential medicine policies, India’s pharmaceutical
industry enjoys significant development by taking advantage of the defectiveness in relevant international
pharmaceutical legislation. It opens up a new road to development, from simple copy via combination of copy
& research and finally to independent R&D. From the end of 1980s, India pharmaceutical companies started the
mass-manufacture of generic drugs and India became a dominant medicine exporter with its 50% of total outputs
( majority being generics) for international market in 2000. Indian pharmaceutical enterprises can produce more
than 40 kinds of bio-similars. In 2012, the market value of Indian bio-similars reached 580 million USD. The
success achieved by Indian pharmaceutical industry can give us some inspirations, such as, pay attention to the
research on game rules of international intellectual property; take full advantage of outsourcing to enhance the
ability of independent research and development, and so on.
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