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Current Status and Trends of R&D of Advanced
Material Technologies in the EU

ZHANG Zhi-qin
(Ministry of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing 100862)

Abstract: As the cradle of the modern industry, EU plays a leading role in the global industry development
for long. Based on the status of the global high-tech development and the EU’s industry demand and comparative
advantage, the European Commission defined six key enabling technologies (KETs) for the sustainable
development of industries in the EU. As one of the KETs, advanced materials technologies have been highlighted
and fully supported by the EU with policy incentives and action plans, aiming at enhancing the competitiveness
of its advanced manufacture industry and improving its economic property and employment. This paper analyzed
comprehensively the status of the advanced materials industries, their R&D progress, market demand, challenges
and trends in the future, which could be a reference for the sustainable development of Chinese strategic emerging
industries.

Key words: EU; advanced materials technologies; key enabling technologies; advanced manufacture

industry; research and innovation



