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Classical Chinese Narrative Poetry Viewed from the Perspective of Biography Theory

Li Dan

(School of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai,200234 )

Abstract ; There has appeared a considerable number of narrative poems from pre — Qin Dynasty to mod-

ern literature. Among them, those figures recorded in history, events and incidents of the time, and so-

cial features are in accordance with the basic requirements of biography, they are each of them actually

considered as a series of sporadic biographies, and have therefore realized their own artistic and historical

valued. Though they are restricted by verse form and lyrical tradition, their biographical function is still

to be reckoned with.

Key words : classical Chinese narrative poetry ;sporadic biographies; artistic value; historical value
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