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Mini-invasive thoracic surgery:
History, current status, and future

HE Jianxing"”

(1. Department of Cardiothoracic Surgery, First Affiliated Hospital of Guangzhou Medical College, Guangzhou 510120;
2. Guangzhou Institute of Respiratory Disease, Guangzhou 510120, China)

Abstract Mini-invasive thoracic technique mainly refers to a technique involving the significant reduction of the chest wall
access-related trauma. Notably, thoracoscope is the chief representative. The mini-invasive thoracic surgery consists
of 3 approaches including video-assisted thoracic surgery (VATS), video-assisted hybrid, and hand-assisted VATS.
In addition, the mini-invasive thoracic technique is widely used in S aspects including diseases of pleura membrane
and chest wall, lung diseases, esophageal diseases, mediastinal diseases. So far the mini-invasive thoracic technique
has achieved great advances due to the development in instruments of mini-invasive thoracic surgery.
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