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Hi-tech Start-ups in Russia:
Potential Partners for Sino-Russian S&T Cooperation

ZHOU Yu

(Ministry of Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China, Beijing 100862)

Abstract: In the context of implementing national development strategy with innovation as the engine, a
large number of science and technology start-ups aiming at cutting-edge research and development and high-
tech products are springing up in Russia. The development of these start-ups is attributable to the actions of the
Russian government, including passing laws and regulations to encourage R&D institutes and universities to
establish enterprises; setting up platforms to promote research and development in key fields; expanding financing
channels to provide customized financial services for innovation projects; implementing special programs to
promote applied research; privatizing intellectual property to encourage translation of intellectual achievements.
Most of these start-ups have two prominent characteristics: young people take up a large proportion of the
founders and program participants; the R&D activities mainly focus on areas such as ICT, bio-medicine, energy,
and space technology. Based on the analysis of development reasons and characteristics of the Russian science
and technology start-ups, specific suggestions are given on China-Russia cooperation in high-tech and innovation
fields.

Key words: Russia; science and technology innovation; hi-tech start-ups; cooperation on science and
technology



